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News Item - 
Sacramento Union 
Thursday, August 8, 1968 
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After reading the attached news item in the Sacramento 
Union I wonder why there is such a flap over not having 
a tunnel to go around Emerald Bay under this same 
authorization. It would appear to me that this would 
^_^^^ be the argument as far as Emerald Bay is concerned. 
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Reagan OKs 
Toll Tunnel 

On f/.S. 50 

The construction of a toll 
tunnel on U.S. 50 in the Twin 
Bridges-Meyers area has been 
approved by Governor Reagan. 

Reagan's office announced 
Wednesday that the governor 
has signed Senate Bill 221 by 
Sen. Randolph Collier, D 
Yreka, which creates the El 
Dorado County Toll Tunnel 
Authority Act. 

Tiie act allows the authority 
to study the feasibility of a tun- 
nel and then the construction 
and maintenance of the tunnel. 
Revenue bonds, secured by 
tolls, would be issued to cover 
the cost of construction. 

A spokesman for the gover- 
nor also said a second bill by 
Collier, SB 219, was signed at 
the same time and authorizes 
toll tunnels in Southern Cali- 
fornia. 

These tunnels would connect 
projects financed through the 
California Toll Bridge Authori- 
ty Act, the spokesman said. 
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Mr. and Utb, E. Sawder 
82% Ariiagtoii Aveime 

El Cerrifeo, Gallfoi^la 
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Bear «f. aM llira. Bam^n 

ThaiUc you for your card of March 1, addressed to the 
State Park Ooairaisslon, concerning protection of the 
west shore of Lake Tahoe from freeway construction. 

We are attempting to work out with the Division of 
Highways a solution to the traffic problem in the 
vicinity of Emerald Bay that will not inflict severe 
damage on the Tahoe shoreline and on the state parks 
in that vicinity. It appears that the best solution 
will involve soraethlng other than freeway construction, 

We will continue these efforts, and are glad to know 
of your Interest and support. 

Slnee^rely, 



PBB2JERICK A. MEYER 
State Park Forester 
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October 20, I966 



Mr. and Mrs. iierb©j?t L. Ooggiiis 

2764 Filbert Stj?eet 

San Francisco, Oallfornia 94123 

Dear Mr, and Mrs, 0oggins: 

Ttmwk you for yomr letter of October 11, conoernlng Highway 89 
at lake fahoe. Like you, we are ©peatly concerned about highway 
construction in that area. 

fhe ISlvlsion of laghways has adopted a freeway route for Hlghimy 
89 south from TaJtoe 01 ty to the 11 Borad© Sounty line, and north 
from Highway 50 to the vicinity of ea»p Mchardson. Ho route 
has been adopted northward from Camp Hiohardson around the rugged 
portion of the Tahoe shoreline including feerald Bay. 

¥e have recommended to the Mvlslon of m#»ways the construction 
of a new two-lane commercial highway route around Emerald Bay, 
Including a tunnel som© 4,000 feet in length under Cascade Eidge. 
Such a rout^ would make far less of a scar on the fahoe landscape 
than any previous proposal, and would be bot*i shorter and less 
costly to maintain In vdtnter than other high-level proposals, 
this would leave tlw& present route, ^th moderate Improvements, 
to be used as a two- lane parkway, 

To the best of our knowledge, this proposal is still \mder study 
by the Division of Hi^ways, 1 can assure you, however, that 
no action toward route adoption or approval has been taken by 
the Highway GoraHiisslon at this writing. We are hopeful that the 
parkway concept, rather tiftan that of the freeway, will be found 
more appropriate not only in the park but throu#iout much of the 
Lake Tahoe region. 

I appreciate knowing of your interest and concern in this im- 
portant matter. 



Slucei*ely,A J 



fred L. Jones' 
Dl lector 
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Date 



Asst. Supervlsor-=5v 



Day & Date 



Mon. 10-3 



10-4 

10-5 

10-6 

10-7 

Sat. 10-g 

10-9 



Survey crew from the Division of Highways are in 
the park to locate bench marks and to establish 

elevations. Work porject to ascertain three possible 

routes around or across Emerald Bay, 

Department of Public Works 
Division of Highways 
District 3 
703 B Street 
Marysville, California 

Chief of Survey Party — Carl Samuel 



Visitation is nill - 
weekend. 



— 3 campsites occupied this 



Note: All facilities have been winterized except 
the Beach Road Campground and the Boat Camp, 
These areas will remain open and operating 
mntil the weather determines closure. 
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State of California 

Memorandum 



le Resources Agsncy of CcHforriia 



To : Earl P. Hanson 
' Acting Chief 
Division of Beaches and Parks 



Date : August 25, 1966 

Subject: Scheduled tour of 
Lake Tahoe Basin- 
September 7, 1966 



From : Department of Parks and Recreation 



The Assembly Committee on Natural Resources, Planning 
and Public Works has scheduled a tour of the Lake 
Tahoe Basin area for September 7, 1966. The Director 
is planning to accompany the Coitmittee on this tour. 

He would like to give to the Members an explanation 
of Emerald Bay, particularly concerning parkv/ays, 
sewage, and the road proposal around the Bay. He 
will need a map of the Lake showing these and the 
different parks. Please have tja^ material in the 
Director's Office by September/^ 1966 for his review. 
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Deputy Director-Executive 
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On Msy 4, 1966 X attended a laeetliig of the tidioe R«gJb^«l fl«»aic« 
K^ ffltastoa held at the Crystal £4^ Club, Crystal Bay, Se^iiia. the mi& par- 
pose of B^ atteadaace there wee to beeone infomed @f tibeir eaeietlBg 
^_^^ thinkljag oa proposed parkways for the Tahoe Basin, t gave a brief pre- 
f ^ seatatioa tegardiag the pariK^ay study in which we — — ■* 



tbui asin purpose of this parttoilsr meeting was to bring up proposed 
revlsione iJt the Lalce tahoe 198& Hegional Plea. As the plan now stands 
several things shewn thereon are iniaical to the objeeti^'es of the divi- 
sion of Beaches and Parks - one, is the bridging of Ea»rald Bay; the 
other is a proposed aariaa at Saeraid Foint. The Ta^toe Regional Plannins 
CcHOBdesion at this oeeting vent on record as favoring the bridge across 
Enarald Bay. fk> specific miction i?as made of the aarina; therefore, it 
«rill still ranain mi their plan. Since the atas^ of tbia Bivlsien oppos- 
ing the bridge is «rell kaovn, Z did not feel it necessary to stake any 
e«MBaettt at thia Me*ttog. 

k ptimti^^ of the raised regim^l .pJlm is ^limmi §mc sommtimm early in 
the im$*$7 riscal fear. Me^amMle, a ^Ile hear^ i« to be held 
istg tibmie pm^m&d tm^islmm... Wi date of this aMl^t.tng ia set for Wedne 
day, Jwe U, .196% at a li«cti(»^ to be j^iotmeed, e^ie«here at the South 
mA of ttm USm* 



fNs 9^m9% emiareeneat of tte Icidge indicates to ok that tta« irictei:^ for 
the tvm»l md hl^ level noufce ia atai laming in the b«lMee, md that 
there is atill cowBiJer«i«ie m&ek to be ^mm to »t«9e off the buildii^ of 
tSsm brid^. ffew r«le of f^ia Wtmm1^% Goeoiaaioa ia ewee to tae atrei^thesM 
in the foti»?e. Mr. liten ik»Sxm» of tins Sta^te tffiee of Fli^iii^ attended 
this a««ting and tue propped tdwt this Coaadlasion at^ttgth«i itaelf ^ 
hiring a INll tixm staff «Bd hf eeefelAg to gala official rea»^itie« fron 
ttai ti»o States maA item all ceianeiea iffirolved. 
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THE DEPARTxVLENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION 
PROGRAMS IN LAKE TAHOE* 

By 
FRED L. JONES, DIRECTOR 



It is a great pleasure for me to appear before you today and to present the point 
of view of the California Department of Parks and Recreation concerning the 
i-r.atter of highway routing at Emerald Bay in relation to existing State Parks 
and to scenic beauty. As you probably know, this matter dates back. for about 
eighteen years in one form or another. A chronology prepared by the California 
Division of Highways shows the first entry for June, 1948. 

I wane to assure you at the outset that the California Department of Parks and 
Recreation favors an all-year highway at Emerald Bay. We have questioned the 
assumption ttiat an all-year highway necessarily means a bridge across the mouth 
of the Bay,- but we agree that an all-year route is necessary and that the present 
highway is inadequate. 

While it is true, of course, that a bridge v/ould be an artificial eleraent in an 
otherwise superb natural landscape, this scenic feature of a low-level highv/ay 
would probably be less objectionable than the scars that would be made by the 
approaches to the bridge. It appears to us that the scar made by the northern 
approach would be approximately ten times as great as any construction scar now 
visible on the shores of Eake Tahoe. . The scars to the south v/ould be almost as 
large. 

Emerald Bay is a magnificent scenic jewel, and constitutes in the opinion of 
almost everyone the cliro^ax of the scenery at Lake Tahoe. We are all concerned 
with the preservation of this great natural landscape. All of us - Governor Brov>/n, 
Division of Highv/ays people. Department of Parks and Recreation people, and 
you r-eople - are doing our very best to achieve a solution that will serve the 
transportation needs, preserve the beauty, and protect the parks. 

When improvement of the highway at Emerald Bay was first proposed, the plan 
contemplated a modern two-lane highway. This was to be located either on the 
low-level across the mouth of Emerald Bay, or on the high-level in the vicinity 
oi the present highv/ay. As long as this was the choice, the Division of Beaches 
and Parks favored the high-level route. This was to involve construction of 
snowsheds on one or both sides of Emerald Bay, and a tunnel under the big slide 
near Bay View Rest. There was, of course, to be modernization of the crooked 
.portion of the present highway on the ridge between Emerald Bay and Cascade 
Lake. These improvements v/ere to be much less damaging than those involved 
on the lower route, where the scars were to be added to the visual impact of 
the bridge itself; v/here the approaches were to pass through two major State 
Park carapgrounds, one on each side of Ernerald Bay, which are already 
developed and badly needed; and where a fill or viaduct was to bisect i-he 
scenic State Park area of Emerald Point, which is now accessible only by 



^Presented at the Board of Directors Meeting, Greater North Lake Tahoe 
Chamber of Commerce, Incline Village, Nevada, April 13, 1966. 



trail cr boat. When the Legislature established the California Freeway and 
Expressway System, Highway 89 was included. This meant that henceforth 
ail planning for an improved Highway 89 facility involved the consideration of 
an ultimate four -lane divided highway, even though only two lanes might be 
built at the outset. This caused us to re-examine the v/hole Emerald Bay 
highway problem and to take a fresh look at each possibility in the light of the 
new standards and new requirements. 

The lower route would be affected by this change primarily by way of degree. 
The cuts would have to be higher and the fills would have to be' longer to 
accommodate four lanes rather than two. The construction scars on the Tahoe 
shoreline would be greater and a larger acreage of camping area would be 
eliminated, but otherwise the dam.age would not be m^uch different. On the 
•upper route, however, the results would be more severe. Four-lane construc- 
tion in this precipitous area would greatly magnify the scars and would largely 
destroy a major campground in Emerald Bay State Park. 

The Department of Parks and Recreation thus found itself faced with a circum- 
stance wherein each of the two freeway routes vinder consideration presented 
very real problems. 

We therefore found it necessary to examine the matter from a completely new 
and different direction, and to question certain basic assumptions that had 
previously been made. In the first place, it appeared that it would be undesirable 
to achieve a solution in the conventional manner of constructing a divided freeway 
or expressway with two lanes in each direction. It seemed desirable to think 
about segregating the traffic on the basis of character, speed, and prinaary 
objective, rather than simply on the basis of the direction in which it was moving. 

Hi.ghway 89 carries a substantial amount of light commercial traffic, and also 

considerable numbers of other travelers who are at the time in more or less 

of a hurry and not particularly interested in slowing dov/n to look at the scenery. 

But by far the greater proportion of travelers in this area are sightseers and 

park visitors whose primary interest is in viewing and appreciating the majestic 

scenery, whether by parking at the edge of the road or by riding in a slow-moving 

vehicle. 

It is possible that the needs of these classes of traffic can be met by providing 
two two-lane highway facilities, each for a different character of traffic. It 
would appear possible that the construction of a new commercial highway for 
through traffic, v/ithout primary attention to scenic enjoyment by passengers, 
plus the improvement of the present highway specifically as a scenic route with 
numerous turnouts and observation points, could serve all purposes. 

We suggested this rudimentary idea to the Division of Highways in 1962, based 
on small-scale maps of the area then available. Highways made a preliminary 



analysis of the cost and came up with a figure quite comparable to the proposal 
for a four-lane freeway on the high-level route. 

More recently, detailed topographic m.aps have become available, and closer 
attention to the possible location of a coinm.ercial two-lane highway has been 
possible. It may be that construction of a tunnel under the ridge between 
Emerald Bay and Cascade Lake, of a length comparable to that of the Wawona 
Tunnel in Yosemite National Park, could provide a two-lane commercial highway 
completely separated from the recreational route, and half a rnile shorter in 
length than the high-level freeway. This comm^ercial route could be a high 
standard two-lane highway that could be kept open the year around. In the sum- 
mer, both routes would be open and available, with most of the tourists naturally 
choosing the ,m.ore scenic highway located in general along the present alignment. 

I have told you about the problem.s that the Department of Parks and Recreation 
has had to consider, and I have told you something about possible solutions that 
have come to mind. The possible alternates that I discussed are being thoroughly 
studied by the Division of Highways, as well as all other possible methods of 
routing. Both Governor Brown and the Division of Highways are insistent that 
a satisfactory solution be arrived at that will meet in the best way possible all 
of the various needs tliat must be seen to. 

Fortunately, time is on the side of the planners. It is my understanding that 
other needs for funds in this general portion of the State v/ill necessarily defer 
any actual major new construction in the Emerald Bay area for approximately 
ten years or so. During this period I am confident that the various interests 
concerned will be able to arrive at a consensus. 

Jack Domiergue has asked me to provide information on several other park and 
recreation matters that you are interested in. One of these had to do with our 
studies last year of various new park possibilities around the lake. 

In response to Senate Resolution No. 35 co-authored by Senators Lunardi and 
Begovich adopted on April 20, 1964, the staff of the Department of Parks and 
Recreation tindertook a study of the Lake Tahoe Basin to determine the feasi- 
bility of establishment of State park or recreation areas in the Lake Tahoe 
region. The field study was conducted in 1964 and the final report was trans- 
mitted to the Legislature on May 13, 1965. During the extra session of the 
Legislature in 1965 approval was voted for the acquisition of 1, 975 acres at 
Sugar Pine Point. Purchase of this property was coinpleted in December 1965 
at a price^of $8, 300, 000. 

During the Legislative study close liaison by the staff was maintained v/ith the 
Placer and El Dorado Coimty Planning Offices, as well as with the U, S. Forest 
Service. Two documents providing iinportant guidelines for the preparation of 
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the State's report were: The U. S. Forest Service "Multiple Use Management 
Plan for National Forest Lands, Lake Tahoe Basin"; and the "Regional Plan 
for the Lake Tahoe Basin 1980", prepared by the Tahoe Regional Planning 
Commissions of Nevada and California. 

At the beginning of the field study, meetings were held with the two district rangers 
of the U. S. Forest Service having jurisdiction in the Lake Tahoe Basin to deter- 
raine their estimated long-range recreational needs and their proposed program 
and schedules for forest recreational development. An inventory of existing 
national forest campgrounds and picnic areas was made together with a land use 
analysis of the Lake Tahoe Basin. Since National Forest lands comprise about 
50% of the total land area of the Basin, but with only a little more than three 
miles of shoreline out of a total of 70 miles, it became apparent early in the 
study that the State's goal was to concentrate on the best possible shoreline 
project with sufficient upland area to accommodate much needed caraping and 
picnicking sites. The result of the study was the selection of five areas deter- 
mined to have varying degrees of potential as possible additions to the State Paik 
System. These five areas, in geographic order from north to south, are as 
follows: - . 

1. Burton Crock area - comprising the Burton Creek watershed 
basin, totaling 5, 000 acres with a lake frontage of 1-1/4 
miles. 

2. Tahoe Wye area - located at the junction of State Routes 28 
and 89 at Tahoe City, totaling 64-1/4 acres with frontage on 
the Truckee River and 512 feet of frontage on Lake Tahoe. 

3. Sugar Pine Point area - comprising 2, 260 acres of the lower 
General Creek watershed with 7, 700 feet fronting on Lake 

T aho e . 

4. Rubicon area - located immediately north of D. L. Bliss 
State Park with a total of 535 acres and one naile of Lake 
Tahoe frontage. The one mile of lake frontage includes one 
of the finest beaches in the entire Lake Tahoe shoreline, 

5. Cascade Lake area - includes 950 acres extending from 
' Lake Tahoe to an area completely surrounding Cascade 

Lake. The project includes a frontage on Lake Tahoe of 
one mile and a frontage on Cascade Lake of two and one- 
half miles. 



The selection by the State Park Commission of the Sugar Pine Point project as 
the number one priority at Lake Tahoe to be acquired with funds from the 1964 
State Park Bond Act, was based largely upon the following reasons: 

1. The superlative scenic environment of the area with an 
excellent combination of lakeshore frontage with back 
country along General Creek for public use. 

2. Excellent forest management programs by the principal 
private owner giving a park like character to the area. 

3. Relatively undeveloped with structures and roads compared 
to other study areas, 

4. Ownership held by only five individual parcels with the major 
usable area of 1, 975 acres in one ownership. 

At Sugar Pine Point immediate public use facilities will be placed for this 
summer between the highway and the lake and adjacent to the existing develop- 
rnent and existing roads. Access is presently available. Water will come 
from the existing pump system with plastic pipe for distribution. Sanitary 
facilities will be the vault-type restrooms. 

It is felt that a proper determination cannot be made on the number of camp/ 
picnic facilities until the snow clears and an evaluation is made on the area 
of roads, restroom placement, etc. Our planners feel it would be safe to say 
that a minimum of 75 camp/picnic tables and stoves will be installed. If there 
are no access, water, or sanitary problemis, and there is space available to 
place additional tables without destroying the area, then more can be purchased 
and used. 

Included in the 1966-67 fiscal year capital outlay budget now before the Legis- 
lature is an item for the development of 100 permanent camp units and 100 
permanent picnic units at Sugar Pine Point. Included in this program will be 
parking space for 150 cars in the picnic area. Sanitary facilities will be 
built based upon an eventual hookup with a central sewage trunk system 
proposed for exportation of sewage effluent out of the Lake Tahoe Basin. 

Continued development of the Sugar Pine Point area will be scheduled on an 
annual capital outlay budget program consistent with public needs for camping 
and picnic sites. However, funds for this developinent prograin will be in 
competition with other equally needed public facilities in State Park units else- 
where in the State. 
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It is in our plans to develop and, use the GeneraV Phipps Cabin as an historical 
building in the interpretation of the history of the Lake Tahoe area. Detailed 
plans for this historical program will be forthcoming as our master plan program 
for the development of Sugar Pine Point progresses. 

Jack asked specifically about the Burton Creek and Paige Meadows areas. "We 
hold the Burton Creek area in high esteem as a potential public recreation area. 
Our analysis reveals that it has a potential of over 2, 000 camp sites and 
approxiniately 275 picnic sites. In addition, excellent possibilities exist for 
large group picnic and group camp sites. Its proposed lakeshore frontage 
from the Coast Guard Station to the Tahoe State Recreation Area would provide 
for 1-1/4 miles of potentially good public beach area. One of the problems in 
connection with potential State acqxiisition of this project area is the complex 
pattern of private ownership. The total number of owners within the Burton 
Creek Study Area at the time our report was prepared totaled 69, including 31 
parcels of improved land. We have noticed new construction within the area in 
recciVu n"j.ontns. 

The Paige Meadows area was considered in our studies as an entity of the Ward 
Creek area. Long-range prograras of private developers, as well as those of 
the U. S, Forest Service, precluded any possibility of the State becoming 
involved within this area. Also, the potential relationship of lake frontage 
ownership with adequate back coiintry area did not exist, 

Blackwood Creek was also investigated and stxidied among other potential areas. 
Here, again, the programs of the Forest Service are well prepared to take care 
of the public's recreation needs. 

Another question Jack had was if new carapgrounds were planned this suinmer at 
D. L. Bliss and Emerald Bay State Parks. At D. L. Bliss we have recently 
completed a new campground at Pine Flats, adding 55 camp units for a total of 
168 camp sites now existing in the park. At Emerald Bay State Park we have 
recently completed a boat access campground on the north shore in the area of 
the former resorts. We do not have a program for additional campsites during 
the next fiscal year. 

Our report to the Legislature states that within one-day's driving time (250 
airline railes) over 11 million people live. With the near completion of Inter- 
state 80 as a full freeway, and with programs to complete State Highway 50 to 
freewc.y status, the availability of the Lake Tahoe Basin to rapid and easy 
automobile access for these millions will be complete. Efforts by the Federal 
Government and the State alone will not be sxifficient in supplying the future 
needs of the recreation seeking public in the Lake Tahoe area. Our present 
4 park units totaling 3, 535 acres with 9-3/4 miles of shoreline can only 
partially fulfill the public demands. 
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Farsighted programs by private enterprise consistent with good regional planning 
will be a necessity if the Lake Tahoe area is to continue to be the scenic and 
recreational attraction enjoyed by so many. 

I sincerely hope that I have given you a picture of the Department of Parks and 
Recreation's activities in the Lake Tahoe area. I will be more than happy to 
discuss this further with you. Thank you. 
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•Mr. Ben Twlgixt, Park ST:q>ervisor 
D. L. Bliss State Park 
P, 0. Box 266 
Homowood, California 

Dear Mr. Twighti 

The Greater North Lake Tahoe Chamber of Conatterce is laost con- 
cerned about the long delay in construction of an all-year 
highway arotind the West Shore of Lake Tahoe. We recognize that 
routing past Emerald Bay is the main deterrent to final adoption 
of a route. 

At our next Board of Director's meeting on April 13, we intend 
to pass a resolution in support of either a low or high-level 
highway past Ikerald Bay. We are aware of the position taken 
by the Division of Hi^ways but iwt that of the Division of 
Beaches and Parks. Will you help us by obtaining a speaker to 
present the case for your organization at our April 13 meeting? 
It is a luncheon meeting at 12 Noon at the Chateau Restaurant in 
Incline Village. You are invited to attend along with the speaker. 

To arrive at a m eaningful decision, our directors woiold appreciate 
a detailed discussion of the Emerald Bay problem. Possibly thirty 
minutes to an hour would be available for the presentation follow- 
ed by a question and answer period. We would like specific propos- 
als for highway routings and how such roads would influence opera- 
tions at Bliss and anerald Parks, and also the effect on natursd 
scenic valties. Maps and photographs wotuLd undoubtedly be helpful. 

Please send me the name of the speaker as soon as possible so that 
we can prepare our agenda for the meeting. Thank you very much for 
your help on this critical issue. 

Sincerely yoxxrs. 



nresident 



JDtdi 
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Date tjranmxT 26, 1966 
S"biect:]^B«3jg,Xd Bay gtat« Fark 
Hlgiiway 89 I,@®atlon 

F3?©fel©IE 



From : Department of Parks and Recreation 



fhis follows mp ©33 omr i^efeing om the above s»bj©et. 

In a^ effort to arriv© at an acceptable and constructive solution 
to the irapasse between highway modernization and park values at 
Em^ald Bay, members of ay staff have been giving thoughtful study 
to this matter for many isonths. Because of the problems from the 
park standpoint of all proposals officially made to date, we have 
approached this subject from an entirely different direction. 

Up witil 5 or more years ago, when highmy iiii»rov«^»nt proposals 
envisioned a new j-lane hl#imy laily, we t&^orm tfee high-level 
location around the head of WmmmM Bay, with a short timnel under 
!?® 5^f ^8lid© area . mm c^positiom to the low-level route involving 
the bridge was, and is, based ©n (l) msurpatic^ of already develeased 
and badly needM caapiiig areas, both north and somtb of Jte^pald Myj 
(g) bisection by fill ©r via^ct of a»®?sld foint, a mapiifieeat 
nat\a^l ar#a accessible by trail or boat; (3) tremwidous scars on 
the lake fahoe ehoreline both north and south of the bridge locations 
and (4) the bridge itself, an artificial eieai«at in a simerb natural 
sc€^e . 

In June 1962, representatives of the ©i vision of Highways app^gped 
before the State Park Commission and presented a series of models 
designed to show in three dimensions the effects of both high-level 
and low-level routes on the Bmerald Bay landscape. They also present- 
ed brochures containing a series of retouched photographs with ti^ 
same purpose. Both these offerings showed the proposed hi^ways as 
full 4- lane freeways, the high-level route in this form made damaging 
scars around the rim of Imerald Bay. While the bridge itself would 
be little different, the lower route would now alienate a greater 
amount of camping area, and would make the scarring of the ?ahoe 
shoreline much worse. We have calculated roughly that the soar 
north of the bridge would appear 10 times as large as the cut at 
Cave Rock on the Nevada side of the lake, which now stands out con- 
spicuously from almost all points on the California shorej and that 
the scar south of the bridge would appear about 5 times as large as 
that at Cave Rock. In other words, the view of Smerald lay and B, h. 
Bliss State Parks, as seen from other pa3?t8 of the Lake fahoe basin 
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smi f3?<^ %im lake's surfaoe, would be aimimeteriaea by the lajfisst 

©jdafs s,njmhmm on the parlsieter of ts.Tm fali©«. 

This would also be true if th© high-level rout© were constructed as 
a 4- lane facility. The proposed high-level location alao in^mdes and 
would seriously danaage a developed campground south of Bsierald Bay. 

Our new proposal reeojamends separation of tr«tffic not on the basis of 
direction of iraovement, as on a tveev&y or expressway j but rather on 
speed and primary ob Active. There is, of course, a eubatantial asjount 
of light coramercial traffic on Highmy 69* and other travelers i^o are 
in a hurry and not interested in slowing down to look at scenery. But 
the greater proportion of travelers here are sightseers and pax* visi- 
tors whose primary Interest is In aj^reclating the majestic views ob- 
tainable at Btoerald Bay, whether by pairing or by riding in a slow- 
moving vehicle. It is our feeling that neither of these classes of 
traffic re<3uire8 a 4-lane highway facility, and that their needs can 
be met for a very long time by piroviding two 2- lane highways, each for 
2-way traffic. The coasnercial route would be of a high standard and 
would be kept op®:* all year. The tourist route would be considerably 
improved over the present road, particularly south of Emerald Bay, and 
would make acaessible the most scenic spots, but it would be of a low- 
er standard than the all-year highway. 

Our studies have produced a locaticm for the all-year highway route 
which is fully acceptable frois our standpoint. This route is shown 
on the inap we gave you. In general it is parallel to and somewhat 
above the existing highway for that portion of the route north of 
Eagle Greek. Frcsa a direction north of B. L. Bliss State Park the 
highway would ascend southward on a k^ grade to a summit 4ust west 
of the Park Headtmarters , Continuing southward, it would descend on 
slack grade to the vicinity of the Upper Smerald Bay Tract (U. S. 
Forest Service), and then on a 6^ grade to lagle Creek. In this segment 
we suggest a short tiumel under the troublesome avalanche path, rather 
than a snowshed or open construction. From Sagle Creek the road would 
depart completely from the prescait highway by tunneling through the 
mountain south of Itnerald Bay, to emerge l|ust north of Cascade Lake. 
The tunnel would be at a level or perhaps 1^ gradient, and about 
4,500 feet long, or comparable to the Uiawona Tunnel in Tosemite nation- 
al Park. From the south portal the highway would resime a closer 
relationship to the present facility, and continue towax^ the south 
shore of Lake Tahoe. 

The pT^ilimijmvy engineering that wlm dcoie on this proposal by the 

Mvisice of BSNftches and fiarks was only sufficient to determine that 
these routes can be constructed to the sui^estM standard within the 
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liffllt® vMWillw foll©w«S toy the ©lTl®i©© ®f M^sways as fe© gpa^-^t 
aM cuf^mtur®, ¥@ Imve »®t #®»e ®aay d«®ig@ w©rk:, uoa? d© we iK%«^<t 

to »ugg®s1j r@fln«B'te-fes teftr^Ba tii#g® ©€«0«toM with p&^fte vaX»e®. 

MoaerxilzatXor^ of th« present highway, to serve better as a tourist 
rout© l3ut not to ^« kept open for winter use, offers no critical 
problems J in ova^ opinion. 

It would be neceesary for Highways to pursue these thoughts further 
so as to (Jetermlne oost and engineering feasibility, m will assist 
in any way we can to reaeh a satisfactory conclusion. 
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Hz*. E» E. laattin, Saez^taxy 

C®araitt9« t& Ssv« tb« Wttst Shsre of I>ake f aho« 

Pest M£i(S9 W&x. 3049 

S%m£@f^$ QaliforEda 

0e&r !£r. Latiins 

With 3raf ®r«iio0 to our propoMMi msstiag to dlseuss tho hi^iwaj altuatlom on the w«tt 
MiA9 of hs^ fahoo, I ha,ir» ehoelsed i«ith eur pooplo azwi hsTO fomul that thoro i» eoa- 
sidorablo «@fk to bo doiao o& our proposal for Imoralii Bay to up~dat« it ant to bring 
it imW lino 'Hith proMi^ eon^tioj^s. ^nsoquontaj^ it appiaro that a mooting data 
lata in Aaigm«t would be tlio Bsost dosirabloy tvm our atanl^tet* ©ur soggostion 
urould be Wodnoeia^Tt tl» 24th of Mpiat, at l>aleo l^ahoo, ao t^t m emi mamixa the 
proposed lines on the ground. We would furrier suggest meotii^ at paz^ headquarters 
for 9, L* KLiss State ¥a.rk at lt@© p*m. on that date. 

t understand that tkMire may be reasons Isoown te jeu ithieh wsuld dictate an earlier 
laestingf If such is the oase, plea«i eonbaet as and vm idll att«apt to aeeelerate 
our efforts. 

i^ ica;r of ooowsnt upon t^e Mvision of M-^img^a proposals and upon the neeti«s a^ 
Mselss Ba^ on #une 27th» one or two ttoughts have oeeurred to me whieh sight be of 
intereat to fou. Xt would appe^' tha% in proposing a four^lane f reeirar for the 
west side of Isk* f^tism, %im iivision of Hi^wa^ is projeoting titidlr uee estimates 
on the basis of nozsial growth rates for population, eeons^e aetivitj^, travel, and 
other faetors iM.oh ma^ be t^ioal of the entire state, fhis appears to lae to be a 
fallaeious eoneept. iaim falM»e c»u3B0t be all -^dngs to all people* If this great 
scenie and reersatii^ial resouiee is to be retained with any nsasure of its airz^H^t 
qualitr* it will not be possible to nake it ai^lable to eversr person in the state or 
the nation whs w^ta to &» thAze for his reoreatioaal p«arsuits. It will be luioessary 
to limit the use of iUOce t^ihoe to that nu^er of people who &m use it withsut ^* 
strc^ing it. It appeaz^ to m» that the iivision of Higlan^s has oissed this point in 
att«3i}M.ag to pzisvide the ^rps of f reoarai^ aeoftss vM.eh is ^mirisioned hj their west- 
si^ freeway pi^posal. 4s is tbi ease with osi^ of our eutetai^ng reereational 
resouroes such as tim national md state parks it wi3Ll, in the future, be luieessarj 
to ration the use of these areas so ti^t the nustoers of iM»ple using thwa ema be held 
within xvasonable liioits. 
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June 25, 1964 



Mr. Alfred J. Stern, Chairman 
California State Park Commission 
1125 Tenth Street 
Sacramento 14, California 

Dear Mr. Stem: 

To indicate that the Sierra Club continues to be alert 
on the question of the highway route at Imerald Bay and in Bliss 
and Emerald Bay State Parks, I am enclosing herewith two items 
which we currently have occasion to circulate, as follows: 

1. Comments on Division of Highways "Visual 

Comparison of Emerald Bay Routes"; 

2. Statement of Sierra Club E.aerald Bay 

Committee For Presentation June 27, 
1964, at Highway 89 Meeting. 

Sincerely, 



David C. Dunlap, Chairman 

SIERKA CLUB 

Emerald Bay Committee 



Enclosures 

DCD:es y"" 

cc: Mr. Charles A. DeTurk »^ 

Randal F, Dickey, Jr., Esq. 

Mr, Newton Drury 

Mr. Richard Sill 



CC»fiH©JTS OS ©IVISIOK m ElGWIkYS 
"VISmL CCHPAEISa^ OF IME8AUD MY ROUTES" 



This pictorial brochure is a revision or second 
revision of the original Visual Cotaparison. Th« first was 
withdrawn. It was obviously slanted in favor of the Lemer 
Route which would bridge Emerald Bay and bisect D. L. Bliss 
and Bnaerald Bay State Parka. The current revision still 
reflects the conscious or subconscious inclination of the 
highway engineer to favor the most direct route regardless 
of what happens to the countryside. 

The following casui»mt8 will demonstrate that the 
pictorial illustrations in the brochure do, in fact, emphasize 
the landscape scars on the Upper l^ute and de-«9aphasize tlb»?se 
on the Irfywer Route. 

1. There are four pictures which show the artists 
concept of the cuts and scars which it is asserted would be 
required for the Upper Route. There are only two pictures 
with anything approaching a comparable Illustration of the 

cuts and scars along the Lower Route. For example, the pictures 
on pages 12 and 13 present no real ccHnparison. The aerial photo- 
graph looks practically into the face of a cut along the JJpper 
Route but is from such an angle that practically none of the 
cuts are visible on the Lower Route. 

2. We assume that the Mvision of Highways has at 
least made some effort to be fair to the extent that the 
pictures are intended to show the same number of lines for each 
route. It is only for the Upper Route, however, that any 
picture is included which is on a sufficiently enlarged scale 
to show clearly that four lanes are involved (see page 16). 

3. Theme is certainly a serious question as to 
whether anythiii^ more than an adequate year-round two- lane 
higlofay is golep to be needed at Imerald Bay for the foresee- 
able future. The four- lane highway would, of course, involve 
Increased scaMng on either route. 

4. Even in somewhat comparable pictures (e.g., pages 
4 and 3) we believe that the brochure emphasizes the cuts along 
the Upper Route. We widerstand that no precise aligxvaent based 
upon terrain and contours has been determined for either route. 
Under these circunstaxuces, the cuts depicted can be little more 
than the artist's guesswork. This gues8%»ork has certainly gone 
all out in obliterating the natural hillside on the Upper Route. 
On the other hand, for the Lower Route the sketches camiot pos- 
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sibly show th« full extent of the cuts and fills which would 
be required along the steep banks to be traversed. 

5. The aerial view from which the route photographs 
are taken fails to bring out the steepness of the banlcs along 
the shoreline where the Lower Soute would run, Horth of Eaerald 
Bay the 400 foot banks reach a 63 degree slope in soiae places, 
(this is acti^lly steeper than any slopes encountered on the 
Upper Route.) The extent of the cuts, fills and benches which 
would be required to gouge a four, or even a two, lane highway 
along these banks just isn't apparent from the pictures. 

6. The aerial view also aaphasizes unduly the cuts 
which would be required for the hogsback portion of the TJ^per 
Route. A substantial portion of the highway cut shca^em on page 
8 along the hogsback would only be visible from the air, 

7. The highway engineers, as well as the highway 
artists, have maximized the problems of the Upper Route. The 
plan indicates that the Upper Route four- lane highway would be 
constructed as two separate two- lane roads for a portion of the 
distance around the Bay. This would include parallel tunnels 
and two roadway levels along the gseepmp slopes. If we must have 
four lanes, then certainly some constructive thinking oa the 
part of the engineers can produce a simpler, less e^spensive and 
less darraging plan for the route around the Bay. For example, 
it may well be possible to dispense with more than one tunnel. 
It is understood that only one two- lane roadway is to be kept 
open in the wintertime in any event; and the existing roadway 
alignment around the rock slide area may, with slight modifica- 
tions be suitable for regular use instead of a second tunnel 
during the seasons of the year when more than two lanes are 
needed. Also, if the snow sheds which are now shown on the lower 
level of the divided four lanes could be changed to the upper 
level, the protection which they would provide should reduce 

the protective cuts required above without any corresponding 
increase in the fill required below. An elevated causeway is 
proposed for a portion of the lower Route, Possibly a partially 
elevated roadway would simplify some of the problems of side 
slope cuts on the Upper Route. 

We do not suggest any of these items as proven solu- 
tions. We do say, however, that a sincere study on the part of 
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the higlway engineers is an eff©rt to iBinimisc instead of maxiraize 
the problems of the Opper Boute Will certainly prodi«i:e results. 

8. The bridge itself is de- emphasized in the brochure. 
This four- lane highway bridge would extend for some 1200 feet 
across the water and 50 feet above it. It would be supported 

by four piers - two in the water and one at each end, Yet the 
brochure contains no picture which shows the whole of this 
massive structure at anything more than toothpick size. Similarly, 
there is no picture which shows the 50 foot four- lane causeway 
running some 1500 feet, the length of foierald Point, north of 
Emerald Bay as anything more than a line of the artistes crayon. 

A closer picture of the bridge and cause^^y strtKsture, 
from a point where people would aettsEilly be seeing it, would 
be far more revealing. 

9. The brochure does indicate the very valuable land 
along the Tahoe shoreline which would be required for the liower 
Boute. Except for people familiar with the area, however, it 
does not ^ow how the liower Eoute w«»sld chop D. I>. Bliss State 
Fark, north of Emerald Bay, and Emerald Bay State Park, south of 
Saerald Bay, into pieces. 



David C. Dimlap 
Chairman 

swmm cim 

Emerald Bay Coranittee 
June 19, 1964 



STATEMENT OF SIERRA CLUB 
EMERALD BAY COMMITTEE 

For Presentation June 27, 1964 
at Highway 89 Meeting 



Members of the Sierra Club have on previous occasions 
expressed their opposition to a four- lane highway along Route 
89 at Lake Tahoe north of Bliss Park, We reaffirm our posi- 
tion that a four-lane highway should be avoided in the absence 
of any compelling necessity. It is not our purpose in presenting 
this statement, however, to go into any detail on this problem 
except to point out that the route or routes Inanediately north 
of Bliss Park should be worked out in cooperation with State 
Park authorities so that damage and disruption of park areas 
where the highway enters the Park can be minimized. 

It is our purpose to make it clear that regardless of 
the ultimate decision concerning the route or routes north of 
Bliss Park, we will continue steadfast in our opposition to any 
route which would bisect D. L. Bliss and Emerald Bay State Parks 
and put a bridge across the mouth of Emerald Bay, Whether the 
final decision for the highway north of Bliss Park be for two 
lanes or for four lanes, and whatever the location, there is no 
necessity for bridging the Bay, Even if it became absolutely 
necessary to provide four lanes, they could be built around 
the Bay, and this regardless of whether they were to be con- 
nected up with two two-lane highways or with one four-lane 
speedway. Although it took a long time to persuade them, the 
highway engineers have now conceded that the route around the 
Bay, either for two lanes or for four lanes, presents no insur- 
mountable engineering problems; and certainly reasonable ingenuity 
and sincere effort on the part of the highway engineers can pro- 
duce a plan for this route which will be far less damaging than 
the shoreline route through the parks and across the mouth of 
the Bay, 

Almost three years ago, in September, 1961, the 
Division of Highways held a public hearing a: Lake Tahoe con- 
cerning the highway route at Emerald Bay. It was annotmced 
that a recommendation would be made in the near future. No 
recommendation was forthcoming, and, so far as we are aware, 
there has been no official action taken. Instead, the Division 
of Highways has shifted the focal point of its efforts to the 
portion of Route 89 north of Bliss Park, Does this mean that in 
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vle^ of the traoendous opposition to bridging the Bay and 
splitting up the State Parks v^hlch was evident at the 1961 
hearing, in view of cSovemor BiKjwn's expression of his own 
opposition to sttch a scheme, the freeway builders decided 
that it would be more politic to defer the decision they 
wanted to make on this issue? Does this mean that the free- 
way builders cojicluded that the best way, to weaken the 
opposition at Imerald Bay would be to whittle around the 
edges with the highway to the north? If there has been any 
such plan to wear down the opposition, this statement is to 
announce emphatieally that the plan has not succeeded! 

The question of the highway route at Emerald Bay 
has now been pending for more than eight years. Some of the 
people who have participated actively in the controversy 
are no longer alive; but they have been replaced by many 
others, tfere and more we realize the importance of pre- 
serving our State Parks; and more and more we realize the 
importance of preserving at least some areas of natural 
splendor. There may be occasion when these considerations 
must give way to highway convenience, but Emerald Bay is 
not one of them. 

If and when the question of the highway route 
at Iraerald Bay ccanes up again, the opposition to any route 
which would bridge the Bay and chop the Parks to pieces 
will be stronger than ever. 



David C, Dunlap 

Chalxman 

SIERIA CLUB 

IjE^rald Bay CoBsaittee 
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HEWS RELEASE— -Lake Tahoe Basin 
Division of Beaches and Parks 
Department of Parks and Recreation 
The Resources Agency of Caitfornia 

April 19, 1S63 



FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE- The State Park Commission today 

commended the over-all report on a. regional plan for the Lake Tahoe Basin 
but took exception to the private consultant's presumption in indicating the 
proposed route through Emerald Bay and D. L. Bliss State Parks. 

The Commission noted that the Wtlsey, Ham and Blair report 
includes the low-level highway route at Emerald Bay which will desecrate 
the two parks, "Thus by implication (the report) advocates extensive 
damage to two State Parks and creation of a huge scar which would be visible 
from well over half the Lake Tahoe shoreline and surface . " 

"The State Park Commission vigorously opposes the inclusion in 
the plan of the low-level highway route at Emerald Bay, and urges Its careful 
reconsideration by all concerned parties. The Commission has long been on 
record as unalterably opposed to the construction of a low-level route which 
will destroy many existing facilities. Insert a bridge into the Emerald Bay 
landscape and create a great construction scar on the Tahoe shoreline . " 

### 
(copy of resolution attached) 
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RESOLUTION 

STATE PARK COMMISSION 

Adopted Monterey, April 13, 1963 



WHEREAS , this Gommission recognizes the rapid development of the Lake 
Tahoe Basin, and welcomes the efforts of planning authorities to 
develop a regional plan for this important area; and 

WHEREAS, the Gommission has reviewed with general satisfaction, as a 
step in this direction, the J^reiiminary Regional Plan for the Lake 
Tahoe Basin, prepared by the consulting firm of Wtlsey, Ham, and 

Blair; and 

"WHEREAS , the Emerald Bay region is widely regarded as embracing the most 
spectacular scenery at Lake Tahoe, and as representing the cul- 
mination of the magnificence of the Tahoe Basin; and 

WHEREAS, for the above reasons this Commission has long been on record 
as being unalterably opposed to the construction of a low-level 
highway route through Emerald Bay State Park, which would destroy 
many existing recreational facilities, insert a bridge into the s^^^^^w^e^ Ji^ 

WHEREAS, the Preliminary Plan of Wilsey, Ham, and Blair includes the 

iow-ievel highway route at Emerald Bay, and thus by implication 
advocates extensive damage to two State Parks and the creation of 
a huge scar which would be visible from well over half the Lake 
Tahoe shoreline and surface; now therefore 

BE IT RESOLVED that the California State Park Gommission, while recog- 
nizing and commending the over-all value of the Preliminary Regional 
Plan for the Lake Tahoe Basin prepared by Wilsey, Ham, and Blair, 
vigorously opposes the inclusion in that plan of the low-level 
highway route at Emerald Bay, and urges its carefurSonslderation 
by all concerned parties. ^ 




April 15 J 1963 



Suggested Resolutj.on Concerning 
PRELIMINARY REGIONAL PLAN FOR THE LAKE TAHOE BASIK 
by Wilsey, IfeBi, and Blsir 



WHEREAS, this Commission recognizes the rapid development of the Lak© 
Tahoe Basin, and welcomes the efforts of planning authorities to 
develop a regional pl«n for fchia Important area? and 

WHEREAS, the Commission has reviewed with general satisfaction^ «s a 

step in this direction, the PrelimiMry Regional Plan for the Lake 
Tahoe Basin 5 prepared hy the consulting firm of Wilsey» Ham, «nd 
Blair; and 

WHEREAS, the Emerald Bay region is widely regarded as embracing the most 
spectacular scenery at Lake Tahoe^ and as representing the culmina- 
tion of the magnificence of the Tahoe Basin; and 

WHEREAS, for the above reasons this Commission hf>$ long been on record 
as being unalterably opposed t,o the construction of a '^ov^l^vel 
highway route through Emerald B.^y State Park, which v/ould destroy 
iriany existing recreational facilities, insert a bridge into the 
Emerald Bay landscape, and ®r©ate a great construction scar on the 
Tahoe shoreline; and - 

WHEREAS, the Preliminary Plan of Wilsey, Ham, ^nd Blair includes the low= 
level highway route at Emerald Bay, and thus by imp.Mcation advocates 
extensive damage to two State Pa?ks and the creation of a. hug® gear 
which ioSld be%:lsible from well over half tha Lake Tahoe shoreline 
and surface; now therefore 

BE IT RESOLVED that the California State Park Commission, while recogniz^ 
ing and commending the overfall value of ^h© Preliminary Regional 
Plan for the Lake Tahoe Basin prepared by Wilsey, Ham, and Blair, 
viporouslv opposes the inclusion in that plan of the low^level 
Sgway rSu^farimerald Bay, and urges its careful reconsideration 
by all concerned parties.. 
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Interdepartmental Communication 

r 

., „ ^ ^ Date: May 17, 1962 

Mr. Robert B. Bra^ord, Chairman 

To: and Members of the File No. III-ED-38-B,C 

California Highway Commission State Sign Route 89 

L 

From: Division of HiVT^ways 
Subject: 

Attached is a "Status Report of Route Studies" 
covering the portion of Route 38 (State Sign Route 89) 
in El Dorado County, Road III-ED-38-B,C, between Tallac 
Creek and 0.5 mile north of D. L„ Bliss State Park, This 
report includes a resume of developments to date on the 
routing proposal in the vicinity of Emerald Bay including 
the results of the most recent studies. 

53ie tw© basic alternates studied were presented 
at a public hearing held by the Division of Highways on 
September 29, ISil). Subsequently, we received from the 
Division of Beaehi^s and Parks the tentative general park 
development plan for the area with a request that studies 
of three additional alternates be made by the Division of 
Highways. These studies have since been completed and 
have been discussed with the Division of Beaches and Parks. 



J. C. WOMACK 

State Highway Engineer 
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PROPOSAL 



It Is proposed to develop Route 38, in the Emerald 
Bay area, as an all-year, all-weather highway. The project 
limits are between Tallac Creek and 0.5 mile north of D. L. Bliss 
State Park. Initial development is planned on the basis of two 
lanes of an ultimate four-lane controlled access facility. The 
length of the project, dependent upon the alternate selected, 
varies from about 5.7 miles to about 7.8 miles. 

GENERAL AREA 

The Emerald Bay area, in general, has received wide 
recognition as an area of unusual natural beauty. It is a con- 
stant tourist attraction and is becoming more and more of a 
summer recreational area. 

The area traversed by this project lies principally 
within the boundaries of two State Parks s Emerald Bay State 
Park and D. L. Bliss State Park. The extent of the encroachment 
on either of these park lands varies with the alternates under 
consideration, 

PRINCIPAL CITIES OR COMMUNITIES 

The unincorporated communities of Meeks Bay (population 
65) and Tahoe City (population 200) are located north of the pro- 
posed project about 3 miles and l4 miles, respectively. 

The unincorporated community of Camp Richardson is 
located about 2 miles south of this project j it -has a population 
of approximately 75, 

EXISTING HIGHWAY 

A. General 

The legislative description of Route 38 is "from Route 
11 near Mays Junction to the Nevada State Line near 
Verde, Nevada, via Tallac, Emerald Bay, McKinneys, 
Tahoe City, the Truckee River, Truckee and the Truckee 
River Canyon." The proposed improvement is located at 
Emerald Bay near the southerly limit of the route and 
in the general area immediately southwest of Lake Tahoe. 
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This portion of Route 38 is signed as State Sign Route 
89. It is included in the Federal Aid System of 
Highways under the designation of FAP 71. 

The existing facility is a 2-lane road which was con- 
structed between 1920 and 1925, Subsequent work has 
consisted of maintaining the traveled way. 

B. Principal Deficiencies 

The major deficiency of the existing highway is the 
forced closure for periods of approximately five and 
one-half months of each year due to such natural 
causes as snow and/or rock slides. 

Other deficiencies include inadequate capacity, sub- 
standard roadbed width, substandard alignment and 
inadequate structural section. 

TRAFFIC 

Peak traffic volumes on this portion of Route 38 occur 
during the summer months when summer recreational usage is at a 
high. Such "peak" average daily traffic volumes for the year 
1961 approximated 4,000 vehicles. 

The average daily traffic volume for 1961 based on 
a possible 12 month usage of the highway is estimated at about 
2500 vehicles. 

It is anticipated that by the year 1985j the summer 
"peak" average daily traffic will approximate 16^000 vehicles. 

ROUTE PLANNING 

State Highway Route 38 is included as part of the 
California Freeway and Expressway System. 

At the present time, studies are under way relative 
to the future freeway development of the adjacent segments of 
Route 38 to Route 11 on the south and to Tahoe City on the north. 

MASTER PLANS 

El Dorado County is currently preparing a Master Plan 
for street and highway development. 
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In this regard. It is pertinent that the Board of 
Supervisors during March 1956 and September 196I by resolutions 
expressed "favor" for construction of an all-weather alternate 
which would bridge the mouth of Emerald Bay. 

PROPOSED TYPICAL SECTION 



It is proposed to develop Route 38 as an initial two- 
lane, 32-foot all-paved typical section within a basic minimum 
right of way width of I70 feet. 

The basic right of way width will include provision for 
ultimate expansion to four lanes when warranted with sufficient 
additional area to accommodate the necessary snow storage during 
snow removal operations. This basic minimum width will be exceeded 
through a major portion of the project on either of the studied 
alternates because of the excavation and embankment slopes. 

STUDIES OF ALTEEINATE ROUTES 

Studies leading to possible correction of the deficiencies 
on Route 38 were first initiated in 1948. In the interim, a num- 
ber of possible solutions have been investigated; these have 
subsequently been resolved Into relocation as a controlled access 
facility along one of two basic alternate locations: one following, 
in general, the existing highway alignment and the other following 
a new location across the mouth of Emerald Bay. The general loca- 
tions of these alternates are indicated on the attached map. 
Exhibit "A", 

Comparative engineering data for the alternates are shown 
on the attached Exhibits "B" and "C". 

SPECIAL STUDIES 

The imstable mountain slopes above Etaerald Bay and north 
of Bay View Rest have resulted in two rock slides in recent years j 
a minor slide during the winter of 1952-53 and a major slide 
approaching avalanche proportions during the winter of 1955-56. 
The minor slide was removed without •unusual difficulty. The 
major slide required the costly removal of some 200,000 cubic 
yards of material and was a very difficult and dangerous under- 
taking . 

Because of the uncertainties attendant to developing a 
safe all-weather highway through the slide area, it was decided 
in 1957 to employ a consulting geologist to assist in interpreting 
the results of the field exploration of the slide and to make an 
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Independent geological study of a high-level route In the general 
area of the present highway and a low-level route via a bridge 
across the mouth of Binerald Bay. 

.?^° Arthur B, Cleaves, Professor of Geology at Washington 
University, St. Louis, Missouri, a consulting engineering geologist 
or world-wide reputation and experience was engaged for this purpose. 

Dr. Cleaves' report concluded that a tunnel under the slide 
area on the high level route was feasible and that the low-level 
route with a bridge across Emerald Bay was also feasible. 

DISCUSSION OF ALTERNATES 

Alternate "A" - Length 5.7 Miles 

This alternate begins at Tallac Greek departing from the 
existing alignment and heading in a northerly direction 
to pass through Emerald Bay State Park and to cross Emerald 
Bay at its mouth. It continues northerly into Bliss State 
Park, follows the steep cliffs on the west side of Lake 
Tahoe and passes through a saddle in the ridge about the 
center of the park to Join the existing alignment approxi- 
mately 0.5 mile north of the north boundary of the park. 

Immediately north of the Emerald Bay crossing, two typical 
roadway sections were studied: l) a typical roadway fill 
section and, 2) a viaduct section for a length of approxi- 
mately 2,000 feet. 

Development of the future 4 lanes on this alternate presents 
no serious construction problems except in the very steep 
sidehill section Just north of Eknerald Bay. In planning 
the initial 32-foot roadway within this sidehill section, 
bin-type retaining walls have been utilized at several 
locations in an attempt to minimize excavation and possible 
scarring of the landscape. In the future widening of this 
initial roadway to 4 lanes, it would be necessary to utilize 
a sidehill viaduct, as the initial 32-foot roadway section 
requires the maximum height of bin wall that is available. 

Alternate "A" would not involve encroachment on lake front 
lots south of Hnerald Bay State Park. 
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Alternate "B" - Length 7.8 Miles 

This alternate begins at the same point in the vicinity 
of Tallac Creek and generally follows or parallels the 
existing alignment to the end of the project at 0.5 
mile north of D„ L, Bliss State Park. 

Major realignment would be necessary at the beginning of 
the project from Tallac Creek to Bay View Rest, where a 
1300-foot by 28-foot tunnel is proposed through the slide 
area followed by a 1500-foot snow shed from the north portal 
of the tunnel towards Eagle Palls Creek. Immediately north 
of Eagle Palls Creek, a 2600-fbot snow shed is proposed 
through an area where avalanches have been experienced in 
the pasto 

Prom approximately the south entrance of the Bliss State 
Park to the end of the project, a distance of about 1.7 
miles ^ new alignment is also proposed. This is necessary 
to reduce the grade to a maximum of 6 per cent. 

The future four-laning of this alternate around Snerald 
Bay would require an additional tunnel through the slide 
area which would be somewhat longer than the 1300-foot 
tunnel proposed for the initial 2-lane construction. Under 
present planning, it is assumed that the initial two lanes 
would be used in the future for winter traffic, therefore, 
rock or snow sheds through the slide area are not con- 
sidered necessary and are not included in the estimates 
for the future two lanes which would be used for southbound 
traffic during the summer months. The added roadway in 
this section north of the tunnel would have a separate 
grade line located above the snow and rock sheds and would 
have a maximum grade of 6 per cent. 

Construction of this alternate would result in obliteration 
of the Bay View Rest and Eagle Creek Camp Grounds. In 
addition, the cabins on the U.S. Forest Service tract north 
of the existing highway overlooking Emerald Bay would be 
required by this alternate o 

ACTION TAKEN SUBSEQUENT TO INITIATION OF STUDIES 

A. Conferences 

Numerous preliminairy discussions or conferences have 
been held with the officials and technical staffs of the 
County of El Dorado and with local civic groups for the 
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dual purpose of presenting the studies undertaken, 
and obtaining information in return. 

A chronological summary of meetings and other items 
of major significance during the development of 
studies for this project, from the beginning of 
studies in 1948 to the public hearing held Septem- 
ber 29, 1961, is attached as Exhibit "D". 

B. Local Authorities Notified of Provisions of Section 
75.5 of the Streets and Highways Code 

The Board of Supervisors of El Dorado County was 
informed of the provisions of Section 75.5 of the 
Streets and Highways Code by letter dated June 6, 
1961. 

No infonnatlon was submitted prior to nor during the 
public hearing by the County pursuant to this section 
of the Code. 

C. Other State Agencies Contacted in Conformance with 
Section b4 of Streets and Highways Code and S.C.R. 
19 (195a) 

The Department of Natural Resources, now the Depart- 
ment of Parks and Recreation, and the State Lands 
Division were advised of the studied alternates by 
letters dated June 7> 1961. 

Under date of July 25 > 1961, the then Department of 
Natural Resources, replied that there is no apparent 
conflict of the subject proposal with the Interests 
of any Division In that Department, with the possible 
exceptions of the Divisions of Forestry and Beaches 
and Parks who may reply direct. The Division of 
Forestry's previous letter dated June 15» 19^1, 
advised that the proposed freeway would in no way 
adversely affect that agency. To date, no reply has 
been received from the State Lands Division. 

Representatives of the Division of Highways and the 
Division of Beaches and Parks have discussed the 
project at a number of meetings, conferences and 
joint field reviews working toward a mutual under- 
standing of the problems involved. 
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On March 19, 1959, and again on January 25, 1961, 
Joint meetings were held by the Highway Commission 
and the State Park Commission for the purpose of 
discussing the over-all problems. At the second 
meeting, the two Commissions resolved that one or 
more public hearings would be held with respect to 
a highway location in the vicinity of Emerald Bay 
before a final decision was reached. 

D. Other Necessary Contacts with State and Federal 
Agencies 

The Department of Fish and ©ame and the California 
Division of Aeronautics were advised of the proposed 
project by letters dated June 7, I961. 

The Department of Fish and Game under date of Novem- 
ber 21, 1961, advised that Taylor Creek which is 
south of this project is an important spawning 
tributary to Lake Tahoe„ There were no comments 
relative to the proposed project. 

To date, there has been no reply from the California 
Division of Aeronautics, 

The U.So Bureau of Reclamation and U.S. Department 
of Agriculture were informed of the proposed project 
by letters of June 7, I96I0 Under date of June 27, 
1961, the Bureau of Reclamation advised that at the 
present time they do not have any proposed projects in 
the area that will be affected. On September 8, 1961, 
the Forest Service, U. So Department of Agriculture, 
advised that a representative would attend the public 
hearing c 

E, Assembly Concurrent Resolution 93 

On June 7, 196I, the State Legislature adopted 
Assembly Concurrent Resolution 93 relative to State 
Sign Route 89 aroimd Emerald Bay. This resolution 
requested early action on the route and appropriate 
hearings so that local sentiment would be fully 
brought outo 
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F. Public Hearing 

On September 29 j. 1961^ a well publicized public 
hearing was held by the Division of Highways In State- 
line^ California. Approximately 200 persons attended 
this hearing. Including Senator John C. Begovich and 
Assemblyman Paul J. Lunardl, State Legislators from 
the area; Mr. Robert B. Bradford, Director of Public 
Works and ChaliTiian of the Highway Commission; 
Mr. Joseph C. Houghtellng, Chairman of the State 
Park Commission j Mr. John Knight^ Deputy Chief of 
the Division of Beaches and Parks j and several 
members of the El Dorado Cotmty Board of Supervisors. 

A representative from the State Highway Engineer's 
staff presided at this hearing at which Alternates 
"A" and "B" shown on the attached Exhibit "A" were 
presented without an expression of preference. 

Mr. Bradford^ Director of Public Works, spoke of 
the objectives that the State of California must 
achieve in the aaerald Bay area in providing public 
service and protection of the area. 

Supervisor Chlsm of the El Dorado County Board of 
Supervisors presented a resolution adopted unanimously 
by the Board of Supervisors urging the Highway Com- 
mission to adopt the low-level route (Alternate "A"). 

The Chairman of the State Park Commission, Mr. Joseph 
Houghtellng, discussed the Joint meetings of the two 
Commissions and stated that the State Park Commission 
has gone on record in favor of the upper route 
(Alternate "B"). 

Mr„ John Knight, Deputy Chief of the Division of 
Beaches and Parks, gave a brief history of the 
development of D. L. Bliss and Emerald Bay State 
Parks and spoke in favor of the high-level routing. 

Numerous persons made statements for or against each 
of the proposals. Most of those favoring development 
of the high-level route were conservationists whose 
primary concern was that construction of the low- 
level highway would not appear to be in the best 
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iBterest of park development and would greatly impair 
the beauty of this scenic area. Those favoring 
development of the low-level route were primarily 
year- round residents of the area, many of whom are of 
the belief that construction of the high-level route 
would be such as to leave extensive sears on the 
mountain side and would also provide less opportunity 
for the traveling public to view this scenic area. 

Copies of the following three docxments: the Tran- 
script of Proceedings, Volume I, including a report 
of the hearing; and Volume II, including letters and 
statements for the record, were forwarded for the 
Commission's attention under date of December l8, 

1961 e 

G. Developaents Subsequent to the Public Hearing 

1. On February 2, 1962, staff members of the Division 
of Beaches and i^rks and the Division of Highways 
met to determine what further action, if any, was 
necessary by either agency to bring this route 
selection matter to a conclusion. 

As a result of the meeting it was agreed that: 

a. The Division of Beaches and Parks would furnish 
the tentative general plan showing the desired 
ultimate developnent of State recreational 
facilities in the Emerald Bay area. This plan 
includes the possible acquisition of additional 
land for State I^rk purposes. 

b. The Division of Highways would prepare models 
of critical areas on both the "high" and 
"low" lines in order that the actual effect 
of these two alternates on the terrain could 
be more clearly appraised. The locations of 
these "critical areas", seven in number, 
were later determined cooperatively by the 
two Divisions, 

The tentative general Park developnent plan has 
since been received and the models of the critical 
areas have been completed. 
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2. Staff members of the two Divisions met again 
on March 19, 1962, at which time the Division 
of Highways agreed to study several additional 
alternates which were suggested by the Divi- 
sion of Beaches and Parks. 

Subsequently, three additional alternates, which 
are in effect a modification of Alternate "B", 
were investigated. In the following, these 
alternates are referred to as Plans "X", "Y" 
and "Z"j for reference purposes these plans 
are shown on the map attachment. Exhibit "F". 
A brief description of each follows: 



Plan "X" . is in general, identical to Alternate 
"B" previously studied, except for the segment 
which lies between Cascade Lake and Bnerald Bay. 
Within these limits. Plan "X" follows an align- 
ment on the south side of the ridge above 
Cascade Lake, crosses the ridge by tunnel and 
Joins Alternate "B" north of Bay View Rest. The 
studies for Plan "X" include both initial 2-lane 
and ultimate 4- lane development and provide for 
two tunnels through the ridge. (The Plan "X" 
modification of Alternate "B" is indicated on 
Exhibit "F" in red) 

Plan "Y" is, in general, also identical to 
Alternate "B" except for the segment which lies 
between Cascade Lake and Emerald Bay. Within 
these limits Plan "Y" is, in effect, a combina- 
tion of Plan "X" and Alternate "B", providing 
a 2-lane all-year highway along the "X" line 
alignment and a 2-lane summer road generally 
along the "B" line alignment. On this plan, 
however, through the existing slide area, the 
2-lane summer road would follow the general 
alignment of existing highway rather than an 
alignment involving tunnel construction. (The 
Plan "Y" modification of Alternate "B" is 
indicated on Exhibit "P" in green). 
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Plan "Z" is identical to Plan "Y" except for 
a minor change in the alignment of the 2-lane 
stumer road at the Junction with the "X" line 
near Cascade Creek, (The Plan "Z" variation of 
Plan "y" is indicated on Exhibit "F", in brown), 

The three additional alternates. Plans "X", "Y" 
and "Z", were discussed with the Division of 
Beaches and Parks on May 17, 1962, 

Engineering and economic data for these three 
additional plans are included on Exhibit "E". 



ATTACHMENTS 



Exhibit "A" - Map showing locations of basic alternates. 

Exhibits "B" and "C" - Comparative Engineering and 
Economic Data for basic alternates. 

Exhibit "D" - Brief summary of meetings and other items 
of major significance during development 
of project from the beginning of studies to 
the public hearing held September 29, 1961. 

Exhibit "E" - Comparative Engineering and Economic Data 
for additional alternates. Plans "X", "Y" 
and "Z". 

Exhibit "P"- Map showing relative locations of Plans 

"X", "Y" and "Z", suggested by Division of 
Beaches and Parks. 
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EXHIBIT "C" 
III-ED-38-B,C 
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CHRONOLOGICAL SUMMARY 



EXHIBIT "D" 
III-ED-38-B,C 



June 24, 1948 - Highway Commission authorized Division to survey 
and prepare plans for correcting deficiencies of existing 
road. Due to slide conditions on existing route, con- 
sideration was given to possible future bridging of 
Emerald Bay. 

1948-1955 - Studies continued — authorization granted for Interim 
improvements in Emerald Bay area. 

Sept. 12, 1955 - Letter from State Senator Swift Berry urging 
the furthering of plans for an all-weather route. 

Dec. 1955 - Sign Route 89 closed by landslides at a location just 
north of Bay View Rest. Slide required removal of some 
200,000 cubic yards of rock and earth. It was not pos- 
sible to open the route until November 3, 1956. 

March, I956 - Resolution received from the El Dorado County Board 
of Supervisors urging construction of a bridge and 
necessary approaches across Emerald Bay. 

June 22, 1956 - Resolution by the State Park Commission to the 
effect that Commissioners feel a bridge across Emerald 
Bay would be destructive of scenic view and landscape 
beauty in the Emerald Bay and D. L. Bliss Parks. 

Oct. 18, 1956 - Delegation from El Dorado Goxmty appeared before 
Highway Commission calling attention to the great need 
for an all-weather highway through the Emerald Bay area. 

Oct. 22, 1956 - Letter from Senator Berry urging the Highway 

Commission to expedite action on the Route 38 ( Staerald 
Bay) matter. 

1956 - Studies instituted by Division for all-weather highway. 
Correspondence and contacts with members of the staff 
of the Division of Beaches and Parks. 

Feb. 11, 1957 - Meeting with Sierra Club members at which club 
spokesmen expressed concern re bridge across Emerald 

Bay. 

July 29, 1957 - Special consultant. Dr. Arthur Cleaves, an inter- 
nationally-known geologist, was engaged to assist in 
studies of foundation and slide conditions on Sign 
Route 89. 



EXHIBIT "D 



"T»»l 



-2- 



October l8, 1957 - Report by Division to Highway Commission re 

Consultant's report on slide and foundation studies. 
State Highway Engineer recommended additional study 
of upper route . 

March 19 j, 1959 - Joint meeting of California Highway and Park 

Commissions held to discuss problems involved in con- 
structing an all-year highway in Emerald Bay area. 
Decision made to meet again when more information has 
been developed by the technical staffs of Beaches and 
Parks and Highways. 

April 13^ 1959 ~ Field review made by members of Beaches and Parks, 
Division of Highways and slide and tunnel experts. 

April - 1959 - Report by Division of Beaches and Parks to Park 
Commission. Report stresses high level route. 

1959 - Additional surveys, specialized studies and aerial 
mapping undertaken. 

May, i960 - Joint staff review by Beaches and Parks and Division 
of Highways. 

August, i960 - Two Joint field reviews by staffs of Highways and 
Beaches and Parks. 

Jan. 25, 1961 - Joint meeting held by Highway and Park Commissions. 
Report presented explaining studies by Division of 
Highways . 

June 7, 1961 - Assembly Concurrent Resolution 93 relative to 

State Sign Route 89 around Emerald Bay adopted by the 
Legislature . Resolution requested early action on 
route and appropriate hearings so that local sentiment 
would be fully brought out. 

Sept. 29, 1961 - Public hearing held by the Division of Highways 
to explain the extensive engineering studies and to 
solicit the opinions of local residents and other 
interested persons . 
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NEWS RELEASE- -Emerald Bay - D.L. Bliss State Parks 

State of California 

Division of Beaches and Parks 

January 2 1, 1962 



FOR SATURDAY, JANUARY 27, 1962 -- 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE-- -The California State Park Commission today announced receipt 
of a letter from Thomas L. Pitts, Secretary-Treasurer of the 1,400,000 members of 
the California Labor Federation, AFL-CIO "strongly urging the selection of the upper 
route around Emerald Bay." The Federation's action was made known to Joseph C. 
Houghteling, Chairman of the State Park Commission. 

The text of the letter is as follows: 

"The highway problem at Emerald Bay is a problem in which every 
California citizen has a vital interest. Consequently, we believe that the views 
of our organization should be made known. The entire state, including our 
1.4 million members and their families, is directly interested in D. L. Bliss 
and Emerald Bay State Parks. Apart from this, the natural beauty of the Emerald 
Bay area at Lake Tahoe has an importance to the whole nation. 

"We understand that there is a recognized need for an all-year 
highway at Emerald Bay on the west side of Lake Tahoe and that your Commissions 
must make a decision to establish an appropriate route. The choice is between 
a completely new highway which would go right through the two state Parks and 
bridge the mouth of Emerald Bay, and a realignment of the existing highway 
around Emerald Bay with improvements to make it suitable for all-year use. 
We understand that the State Highway Engineers have found that, from the engineer- 
ing standpoint, either of these routes is feasible and can be constructed and 
maintained to provide an adequate all-year highway. We strongly urge the selection 
of the upper route around Emerald Bay for the following reasons : 

"1. The damage which the lower route would cause to the natural 
beauty of Emerald Bay and the adjoining Tahoe shoreline would be devastating and 
irreparable. We refer to the bridge across the mouth of the Bay, the fill or 
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NEWS RELEASE- -Emerald Bay-D.L. Bliss Division of Beaches and Parks Iil9/b2 

causeway along Emerald Point north of the Bay, and to the highway cuts which would 
be required along the steep banks of the Tahoe shoreline, both north and south of 
the Bay. The ultimate addition of two more lanes via a second bridge would greatly 
aggravate the problem. This is the most beautiful area of Lake Tahoe and one of 
the few places where the beauty remains unspoiled. It is important for everyone 
of us to see that is is kept that way. 

"2. It is equally important for every one of us that Bliss Park and 
Emerald Bay Park, two of the most popular parks in our whole State Park system, be 
preserved. The low-level route would chop them in two, ruin a good portion of their 
natural areas, and wipe out camp sites, both present and projected. These parks 
were in part acquired through private donation, both of funds and property. Any 
unnecessary use for highway purposes would, in a sense, be a violation of the trust 
under which these contributions were accepted. Much has been said about the 
importance of enlarging our State Park system to be sure that natural recreational 
areas will be preserved for future generations, and we all recognize that this is 
important. It is even more important to keep what we already have. 

"These park values and natural scenic and recreational values should 
not be sacrificed if there is any reasonable alternative. The upper route, we 
understand, is a perfectly adequate and feasible alternative. It would be some- 
what longer and possibly somewhat more expensive, but these should not be the 
controlling factors at Emerald Bay„ The large majority of the highway users at 
Emerald Bay do not go there for the purpose of saving a few minutes of travel 
time; and in terms of real cost to the State in the natural scenic values, 
recreational values and park property values which would be sacrificed, the lower 
route would be by far the more expensive. 

Very truly yours, 

Thos. L. Pitts 
Secretary -Treasurer" 
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ar. liim Hart, lEstfle* lr«i»©r 

It m,@ a ^«j5)eistJ»-i^ to a© thfit I win mmhl^ to «.«© %tm trip to llasysvill* 

IssraM Bay Sia4e Pfea*. I aalted fcr. rx^erick »ej©r to £©©? th© a|jpol«ta«t 
in ^ pls©«. 

It ic o-.r bmliei ttet the proposts iiigtiway re«t% siiBettSswi K-i-feh you 1^ ui . S^er, 
aiKJ- lnelcr-,tfed ir. a. g©n«r£.l i«r oR tlie e«>pibs <tf the U,;'.G.S, -manin^ss #iioli 
he left with you^ te-s sever&l attT«Btaii,e® o^'er th© high-level roat^ (^ssfce B, 
m-cxloii&Xy ait«4S«d cf jaw org^sisation, f .Irst aji6 aast ocwiouslf , it is tom 
Sf-K- reet Aortcr %lmxi liotitt E. Thi© wale hm p£ j*ptle\il&r is:JorwH©« fros: 
■ ' r.i.uidiJotet of tdsft-er aB-ist^jmiice, especially since a» iaportwat propartlosj 
cv XI v»ulc be |r-ot@0t©d either '^ the tmimel or l^ s»0wsh«>ds. 

,.» -mrv. not aw^r« ysfc.!! Mr. i^%r*s risit thai, yon w^re cont^pl«tii^, fe fcmr- 

l£.st ;.ublistee rwjwrfc states ia effeet theit it >©uM b® p-isotioabie to carastruct 
a fowr~i«« h%hwy &!©«£ Eoate i. ■wiwn thl.- bec£«a# wcsessary i isut timi sueh 
M3ulc oe i^TfeCtiea^l* for ft«tit® 8. When it is available, W0 ^ouid a.pp"©ei{it# 
reeeivla:., ©oplcr of the reteuciM^ photo i*a«h ycm sliowee to tir. Kejer, i«rt«^ij« 
the affse^ranee of ia®y&M liay mth toate B etagtruet.©^ to fo«r~lai» ©tJaici&r&s. 

Asg^^jsg tJiat tt T^3«« gi'&ate-fi fclmt tmr trafi-ie Isaes wer« reqtii.r©c »gustaess 
of &lip^«A, fer th© hiul»«&y r©i*« &ro«K; Ia»ml4 fi^, it ,K%ht b© Mcesssr:?- 
to cwistrttet sBiy t«s Isnes ©» tiie tmn*l alipwwii dise«j(8«id witb ym. yesterosj-, 
©iiic^e tbes present mm^m im&mm»my ®^%Aat l»i3r«»r®i.,' >«uI4 EtUl r«aiB 
audi t^iiil, W m^ W i^««« awMr« ©f %'is-l%&rs mrim. t^ 8M,^r .se&ssa &f tea\*y 
tmffi©. I tasope thst yoa will Mte ^ px^XMimj.'j s»i,T®i® of *« ®©at and 
pra-ctieabllity ®f tliia saggnnted mxA.m a® a tw-laue- f &eilit j. os the teSM ©f 
tbe &b(ym ■&&m.Mmsx\tAtm, 



«y, AlBXi Hi-rfc, District En^mmr Jaamf^ 31, 1962 



I m. ieokiBfi l'©r>*a.rti te seeJUig y»a &t our s#etiiig an PrM^. 

ORIGINAL SIGNED BY 

[JAMES E. WARRSr^ 
n Tectmiosl e«p«io©» 
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ilA' n :-iC Ji^AY HEARING - EKEiiALI? BM -iOI-rS S^'I'PT^S 
.UU. ThEZI - SEPTEMBER 29; I9id. 

STATEMERT BY FEim. E. DURKEE 

1901 - lith Avenue - Saci-e::fietit3. California 

Mr. H£,rt aad Members of the Staff of District: III, 
JivLslort of Highways: 

InatiKuch as I am not in a pcjsltion to atS;end yo^r hesxing today, 
Mr. Thomas MacEride has kindi3- coR.serited to make this stEte-fflent'on 
urv- iiebalf. I represent no organization or group. J sntisk only as " 
an Individual J who has had sob* conriecfcian with the EigiiR'av Program 
of cur State, and who has only its best: interests &:ac \:}\s.t of the 
;;iigj;way Organisation at he air t. 

Tne problem at Emerald Bay is adBiitt-dly a difficult one. It can be 
sol-./edj b'ut its solution, in cy view., alould liot be end must not be 
reachad by applicafcion of the usual or gerteraliy accepted yard sticks 
which the Division of Highways ordinarily applies tc- its Highway 
location studies, to the eKclusior. of all other factxrs. This is no 
ord:inary location and no ordinary problem. Involved here is one of 
the grandest, accessible scenic views in all AiE-arica, together with 
two state parks so badly itsadid now and for the fut.uie.. 

Tm demand for an all year highway along the Caiiforr.la side of Lake 
Tahce is understandable, and if not fully justified r..oiv, will be in 
the near future. 

The problem then is to provide such a highway and ycit save from 
dee-;cratio;a the parks and the view. 

I kf'ow the men in the Division of Highways and I kncr their capabilities 
An crganization that has built great bridges across the Bay of San 
Frav: Cisco,, is now engaged ir. constructing a major tumiel in Del Norte 
Cou.::,ty, and a tube beneath tihe Oak/land Estuary is j'ully capable of 
plarniag and building an ail weather highway approximately on the present 
higl:^ level location of Statutcry Route 38 at Emerald Bay., 

The unfortunate slide of t.he mnter of 1955 was not caused by nor did it 
destroy the existing highwa- , which reraained intact, We employed the 
•saos; experienced geologist in the United States to study the possibility 
of c: tunnel back of the slide,. His report said it cculd be done. Other 
axp^rrienced consultants have developed plans for suov sheds for the 
ava,: anche areas north of Eagle Falls. Such snow sheds have been sue- 
ces; fully built at locations in our own country and j.n Europe,, 

Ihe Division's report of November I960, concludes that an all weather 
rourc ran be maintained at the high level location. 

Xhi; route is some two mile,-; longer than your proJecte(5 ic-jf level study 
and its cost may be somewhat greater. But this Highvay, J submit, is no 
ordinary freeway and should not be treated as such. Any Etate Highway 
may have conmercial aspects, but the Emerald Bay Route is fundamentallv, 
and in essence, a recreational highway and, more iiapcireantly, it is one 
of the most scenic highways in California. 
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Man aas ail but destroyed tha r.afcural shoreline o. 
aaejaia asy reiBains substantially iiiracfc as rb^ C- - 
gr££.::5st gem of all we lova at Lake Tahofc„ Tc-iuu 
estl^eate iu dollars, the value to Callforn-'a =^^ tb 
gre.,::, intangible asset. But I am confldeat I tdf. 
i.ai3.;-omians, ©hen I say its value gxenthv B^tcei^di 
ail ;:aiags considerad, additioaal coHt of' a ^i-^'^}-', 
Bay. " ^ 

A re.iew_of the record would sao,7 au^r^rous iusUmce, throu-tout 
C.ali,::ora:.a Inhere fcue engineers nave recommended arm the Howiissior 
lias ^;Kiop..ed locations for higteays, ^v^iich were neither ;-h.=' -Hort--fc 
or tae ctteapest but where, all factors x^eighed, the oub;<c interest 
reqiired such action. ^ *»-J:esi. 

Ifou, yourselfj, Mr. Hart were respoasihle fnt- t-b-^ fr-,H-srr. ■-.•^i, ^.. -. , j 

r! ':'! ^^r! " i//'"!^ '-'"'' " ^^^^"^^ ^^^"P^^^^ °f ^'^ prxceies^" Redwood 
G.ov...:i aKjftg i.as State Hxgnsay iu Hui.=bold.t County, a pr-.h-^em th^f- had 

been under study for many years. For that acco...lioteetd- ■.x;u and'the 
ljj.vi:-!.on aave received deserved eoicEGSiadation. 

All aver America Highway Builders are under attack for defifruction of 
ctis rast disappearing natural landscape of our c.oun-vv„ riurh of th-^ « is 
UDae;;srved. But as a sincere friend, of the Division of B:phways and""its 
personnel, I should not wish to cee the difficu},tieG ycu face ;:otm>ounded 
by tac^^urinecessary destruction of the bold iaudecape at the autraace to 
hmtaia he:y which is inevitable if a bridge and approaches are constructed 
at Uas .locatxouo Once destroyed it cea newr be restored. If this comes 
abou';;, you will face conderniiatiou throughout the State. 

I ^ssy^ this _ because I have been oh. the grouad aiit I haay, what construction 
ox a low xine route will do to the parks, particularly the rocky slopes 
m. B.:..3.ss Park on the North side. Such an unfortunate resulf wouM be con-- 
trary to the wishes of the donors of this valuable proper tv as eKpressed 
m t.err Leed ot Gift, and it would, I feel, be discoura^iag to other public 
s!iiiG.-d Citizens who may contenislate like gifts in the future. 

The Supreine Court of Califoniia cm at least tm> occasions has determined 
that the building of a State Highway is a matter of "State-wide interest 
and concern- „ This is doubly true where, as here, two magnificent state 
parfcp ox unspoiled beauty, which belong to all the f.-eople of our State, 
will, uuquestionably, be da.inaged irreparably if a low line highway takes 
their lands and destroys for all time the nature.l a£:pect cf their lake front. 

So I &ay to my friends in El Dorado Couaty and elsavshere, let us get behind 
ail #11 Year Highway for the Itest side of Lake Tf-.hoe , - let us agree to 
recct;iaend to the California Highway Commission the 3.doptlon. of the high 
level route at Emerald Bay. 

Respectuf lly , 



FRAIm^K B. DURJiSE 

Former State Director of 

Public Works 
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I'l iH^l.iU wi,Lch I hart «friii,*ci ircin iiii^r*!!- u*r b!t ?M6h^ 
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Mr, MVlXit iflieti 
jriwuii,iy 80 J, 196X 



of ©diwferuo.tiliif a f«i» |4ai« ninHMiir In i«il« tiNitttr? 

I. '»• iii<i«rfi«iid timt tilt mclMiiir lKlfjUit«i*» m%im%9 
of pKiftrty ««4tiiitit|f»t mm%9 am l«ii«i upaii « tiiiiy Mult iCM 
tlBti Ago mid it It 0'«M««>#4i thiit thigr ii#4i lo M 1»]NMitlit n* to 
dtitt. Even « thi» batit bowtvftr, 11 ij mv€ to witritiJid tht 
ri,|Ui»«t; I'i'l'bjtXX) »mm» iwetiwJiaflf tawttiivn for frltmtt pimp*rtj 
to it« *«niuir*4 on %im M|>f*r rowtwi. fht ^mt of prlmtt fK»i>#irty 
lo b« jhequiriNS «i Um itwir ttmhtt Bmmm to t»«i b«uni Wa IM ai«»r« 
tteii th#lr ttllJMkl«« tmt Jmiit h«w puoh mim will ilifNKid «j|>«w3 jutt 
how eloit io tDt HUkm »li(ir«llMi tk% lil#i«qr wiU i® In ti>« 
suitor ami fell of OaMi«ii4ii frtwic. Willi tht ft**!) Mults f*irly olon* 
to blw lakii in ttiit AMU it i#o«ld '|i|»P'4iiir ll)*t tkm l£»«*r iroiit* 
vtmiltA •itii«r lmf« t<» t«lc« ttia tlioiPt lc»t« dr •!•« do * ii*i*t 4mi1 
of •utfc.mg Into «te UMilii* 2% nouliS UMi wurthvUil* ft fiM #ut 
i«ftt \mt wuali ttu^ Mit t>t4iti mM <»f tHii froltliii* 

If I 01111 b« iif Mir furtlMir Miaitl«iMi« to jimi* pl«iJi« 
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ilJli^ti^ ?«T; "^ **"*• owld b« HiwldM if thart «» wj ^at„isi'«,;tolT 
l.«»wil mit«. In othti- i»rt«, tJnim !■ t (mUiftotoyy ilUmatlvi.. 

At th# northtrly t««inut th« loi#-l«?«l route «iitr» 0. L. fllias staU 
mt* cloje to lh« oimpsmmd •«« md c«i»» out m tht hl# rl««p bmks 

fcjmW fl*y froB thin point thi hlfh'wv aiutt iw for siore tluin a ml la mi>\ 
Irf ;-^«*»« ^^'«" ^^"^ A •*»riM of untiffhtly cutt mA fill* *>ul4 1« 
!"!?f!T?"T *=*«'^n«««« t»»n 150 virtloil f«wi abow thi higJmy 1h;b1 
IJfi if !iT"/mr*^!2! f^'"* «r** ciltt«fKNi» Ww Th« p».«rv#d ntturtl 
MjM of «tt«t of pi»« ftirtc muM bt tJ««tre|%dj • mil* or tmm of tht 
toMo« Timtl ijjuld bt oblit«»t#di mA Vtm trmmmm pjh*. muM b« an 
•y»«>rw to pmctlotllj tlM nfiola TiiieMi ftma. 

»y tJii hlKlwjy wild atom cmiipf round truAa in Bfctmkl Sv St*t« Fark* md 
f?r??* 4??!*^ prlTOt# propyrtj idoni or tlom to tti. TiA«i BhnnUm ftnj 
!iTii^J«i i ? S""^®* idth thi wd.llttg mite. TM» soutterV ixirt.km 
LVj! .nf* ^"'7'^^'-*»« »«• ^60) f«tt along ih« T«h.* .hort wtwm lh-» st«ip 

th» f«etort iMoh haw, In th« pwi, md« it imptmtivt to gim il,« mV.^r 
*wii|5t »nd rt«fiie«w»nt U Urn nott oytatmwlin, arM of BAtun] !«,«utf .t Jui,. 



* ''!«!■# !*a¥f», In ih« part, b#«n «iiiM«iatioiw tJmt th« iitipft>v«*nt of lh« 

•« LariH mcydmd that th, n*t«»l btmuty o,f tto Alp* il ona of TiaTr mS 
i«port«yit mifeiomtl *s,tt». Th« «l«pir,« m»f« of %lm «»^ .hS and tto a^h«d 

rook iiLl.it ,« 1 1# extttlng upper mit« any b« wnntlcoed. Ikm the d««i« haa 
>e«i ^m. mmmr wute will r«tor* It. The .c^r do«8. ho«i.ar,TIS»tmt* 

aiir-itctt* ;l auuiy il^« ovtr with th# pshw r.<|uir#d for th* cowfructton of 

th« Mgjnmy MginmrH Rtport indic*t»» tlmt wUnttr nmintammc* *dU fc« 

mch li included in tht plm, tWi p»bl«B i*»ul4 mt b# us wrioui aa idnttr 
i«Jjit«raiiie*i Ml tietloni of »ll-yi»*r i**a»c«tlmiit«l Wghwij 50. 

wiiid th«ttiM.lv<i(i c«At« ■#rl«j* proMiUBii of Mlntwianw botli vintor and 

u r^)^ r''MT\ '^'' *^"^ • adl*. «d * half »rth of thia tha alopT ' 
1 J* /.o toot bMka 1« as grtat a« 63.5'=* , a rtUo of tw vertical to «• 

I «'':? rii'^'J/f ^"^ r^^** *^'^^ '^'""^ •***«^» **' M«!«rilda ^opa 
tosiiffi ot il£-> Kith binoh4r»« »• nji addad pwiactiorj Aialast rock fall, tL 

nvt.im o':msimv^ pi« *dll, it i* «Ki«»t«^, mt aui^t to «5IfytJ ■■■■■■■■■■■■ 

mS ill Z TTTi*^ t^fmm cut* ttp W a»m than m fitt iHai^r 

mii b« a Ai lovt »tFl|^ teatwMft ih* Mghmy jthmiidar aM th« cliff* tfila in " 

mm mi Id^m, mtW, fba 6j|«> .tep^« northof fcerald ^^^^^^7^ -■-- 



.;^tij l.e aec««ry «. tt* upper nx:t/t. addX L TntTat » 1"^^;?'"''™ 
'rf" h^t llL T.^"* r ''^^ "^'"'"« *•*' ^^ ** •ub.t«tiai portion 

taw, dciiie «o not b#Mu»« ti«j «tt«.i or wtded « .•p#.*dMV, imr W or 
"T;***' b« b,«Mi«. Umy mm tmrm that It mB thikiy wT»t ij«y 

toUr ii<J«,iu*t« iiisJiwv, titlMugh not i Bp,td«aj, i»y bt constructed fcr all- 
yaar lum h umg lit© itpper routt. 

.-li'L ^f^*f^*«»^^ '"» Highway EM.»«r8* co»t 

• 8tliw*i«s liid|.r;«t« th*t tha upptr mit« M>uld cost ae«« 3a,li5,OCiO m cmmrad 
wltli d cnr icr Urn low»r n.ul», of eiLhur l5,7CX),aX) or y:.,9£S,tXK), d«F*nol«.t 
uj,M!i wlwilM.r Iflrrt. «ild be • sloping brtd«6 or a horiwnUl bridge, a dirt 
iiid rod: pii « • rx>mnU omtewi^r. a »tudjr of tlw bniakdown of Umm figuwa 
tteBonisLrttfli tli«t thert *r« « nunbiir of factor* wMoh wiU uiKtoubtodly omrit* 
to rwlnue the coat, of ih* M«h-l»vtl rout. mA lncr»M« th« cott of the low- 
ItWii. rtitiUi* 

•; !»M«AJlf:,a^ gf y«y..Jiiimgb F.|;l,.vitt l ywj . Th« Snglnwr'a mi-wrt 

MtJjJwiea total right of wnj cost* tc. t« i5iiO,o6c) for th« upper r^mte and 
IWXi.iAX) I'or Um Umr rout«. Wt iind«»riit«rid thiit brokaii dowi an bwtwim prlwite 
l*rd* iiid pet* lands » th««0 oatiaatei iriclud* $5U,aX) for prlvmt* lajrida and 
|64,(£1) for piirk Imndi wi Urn upjwr rcnifce imd !|aO,CX)0 for privaitft Iwidi and 
I190,0ai for rmrk lumii on lim Umr muU. M» furthur uwleratand that thast 
••tiiwittf art. b«,inid on m Invattiflfttion landnrtiOwft mt%r»X fmm &j» and that 
tiwy imqueatio^mWy rt<|uir« furihar ttudy. In th« firrt plucii lh« |5l6,CXX) 
lljuim. lor prlvaU rt||rt of my mat m th« wppti i-outs ii Mcti»lv«. fc# 
prlofllpiil, Motor %imn urtowU pwpirty wmM h% r»qudr«d «m th« upptr mit« 
i» iH t w «aUg»i«t of th® fo-cAB-tcl hopbtck pond aowUi of ItatMOd Sta-. 
In th« fligliKiiiy a-iflwjMiHi mport of Octob«r 1ft, 1957 it m» ••timttd that 
l^ S#'*'* ."^^ ^*^ atwtMiT Ibr tMi porti«o of th« rtwt« would coat mm 
160,000, ValiMi* of fiilio« landt htw wid«mbt»dlj goiM up ilnai tJi«rt, but not 
in mj iiuch proportion. On tMi b«tlt % r#*liitie fl«urt *• to total iwriwt* 
rlfht of i*y 0oit« m tfet uppor «Mto tJwwld not txiwtd ia50,«». 



Whllt tbt privmt# rlfh* of mniir cotti on tho upp#r rout* nhwOd ifcot b* 
mom than ««-*Bilf ©f th# wtiintttd figur», tlw priwfct riiM of wiy ctoBte 
Oft tii4» laitwtr «>ut« wwOd b« ••▼•ral ttaww th« |2XO,000 «nrtiiMifc«, Th« lomr 
Twitt t«v«ri»« «ioi«« tlmri * ail» of priwitely oim^d property iouth of 
iBi«m.ld ij*i7 at*t« Pftric. ftor mow thin ofm-lMilf of thlB distiwct it will run 
•lisag » «iM» to-th* fkhoir »t»r«llft<r, iltl»tt|h m pnoltt miim^ot l^« 
!*•*« 4«t«r«in«Kl^ tfe«w> 1« ft gtmtch of about 1600 ,f»«t «J.ong *Moh tl-w ii#«p 
Ijtaira »dll pml>»Ijl3r_n«ooigitiit# th« taking of wibdlvidod shore lot* now 
d§wlor>«d tod in tfit ftroc^iffl df d#f«lo|iiiii»t, toftthtr .*dtb 4 mmta ti«r of 



^^^ *"** 'l'''^''''* '-''hom loti in Ihltt mclor km now b«lng mlA for CJW « 

h'ual fooU 'In aJditlon ih«r« arr? a«R# aine horr«t« y-dc!] havo recently 
t«on ci->Hntru<;ttd at, mi $.mmm vwat of S30,0O}. C<m»ai-vatlvtt eetJjKiitM 
iaiUcate inaL iht total cott jf prlvmU projMirty acquloiUon south of 
itaer*ld Iky i«uid 1iici««l« th. folln*rtn« (if «hore proi>ertj is r«.ndmi)t 

li»C)0 i'set Taih:o« «J»ra front»,gf including 
fJ-Mt md mcxmi tier lot» at a total 
of 5350 ptr :foot) $ 560»CK» 

Win* I'loiaB* alrindly con«truct«d 27D,'CXX) 

"^i<iO-.i:.iKi adrtitloimi f««t of rotdwiv 
(4ir>iijk;h landt laort vAluabl* t.iian 
thoae rTquljMid for hogtbaek route J l(JC>JX^ < | ,) 

Wl»ri iJi«8«( cctfflta «r« ialwn into aoeount It hmcmao uppmnnt that ^m 
(•in ('!n, tn,i,#. ,5'k>,! 'jn oft th« ^ntl'Mttd -aal of th« vpfifir raiit«, but «usi 
mlH aiora 'J,jji It^XiplXV to the am imUid roat of Urn I'omr n>ufre» thereby 
nftirohrlni^ ti« gup lNetM«« th# coitt of th* im rout«9 by aiaoBt i|il ,M)0,.OC»,, 

''• iteJJL-kfi I gJLJMiflftkatt ifl f j?g Svti,ii.t» A iocond factor will ch should 

h« fjonaJ. iei-tKl Ln the ooffc compurliion ii the fact tlmt i»cii« wcrk on th« upt»r 
rauf*e li coiit«ap"l«t«Ki in tny m«ni» Thin wfers to the profxjawtd nstallgn- 
*.!«!( tt u1 lU'fl hoigBMek itjad ioutth flf EtawMUld B«y. This jfjortion of th** piifiotnt 
iv*:l ifl i.j\rii(»filiiKly niWTOW «d orookM, a raal aountAln rmd. With i.klfj 
toiii.Uiijmwnl tne 'ipp«r tsute will pi^'Vid® a »uitAbJ» highway for all but 
WLiitet' bravttl* Th« Higlwty Eh|ii.n«§r»is Report of Octolxar 18, 1957 wcMmanded 
ti!»t, tJija work should h% wnd«rtali«ii In mij »T®nt r«g(irdl««« of mj final 
ilmrlsiun >v(it«tn tlie two rcutew* The ©itiamtad cost **» $950 /m, plus 
tH*l»Uj,.ji>f lor lighlB of wt^', Undoubfcflrlljr cuneti-uctlon cost* have gorw 'ip slnre 
tJial t^iua iji'^ if tJds i«rk j» to b« un,d«rt*ki»n in «ny ©vent, (and'w© reemj- 
BiiBrid thJif H aliould l>«) ttHi tato* twaj 51,000,0(W in oanstruction cotte 
of tlie ui;:i«»i' route 'wtilch Bhmld not prop«rly tm includ»£i for purix)««» of 
w«ir*irl.sosi witJi tba lomr rout«. Ilao Urn Imrgmt part of th« right of mj 
ensi *>n Um upoer routt wtild bt th« ri^'Xa of way nuoeftMry for thi« hotfi- 
bai.'k laifTovfltnertt. Hanoffl, th» larA?ait fortion of th« right of my coats 
for the i:,f««r rout® (wldch wu Mftatiaated above at te50,tX'W) should b* «- 
rladtrl t'rri tn» oofiai*riion. For th«»« r«aaon« we ahould nilminat* mothwr 
|l»a.x),txri fwm the cott dlf f«r«ntial betwan the two routtt, In ordor to 
provlik ill fAlr basis for eaBtwriion. 

^' tliacal, .tgl ti* A^rcortinjj: to wrr-flit opifiJ.on thi»» iii i vory ijr:)od 
clunucr thit th« 13CX> foot tunn©l conta0s|>li]i,t«d for tlM uwmi* ixj-uta ttooiigii 
th« r^M-:k BUd« »re« at * coft of »«» JliCW par foot will not b4 nf « ff iMi..r:/; 
ariOM jimlsi may nufXtc*, Thi» .i» l-*r-g»ly 4ei»nd«ntr ©Ht ^Ai-timr i*r irnvt, th*m 
ill Bijji- ctpjitinued aliiipjMpi of Um jkjcJc foiiamtio«« i« t4ii« sector. th* ■ 
Diiialan uf iiighi«y» li, m uad^rfiaind, »st*bll«Mji|; bench aarks which will 
mmb}» ifl to afll«raii» nhtthmr or not th«r« 1« imy further nIlppaM. Sub- 
iitltiiilnior, of Bnm ah«di for a tmml would iwnni cIo»» to anothtr |i,CXX),CXX3 
on tlwi to»lB of tim n,prmr rmU* EWn If iuch aiibatl lution la not found to 



ai: 



iiK'i ti I'ftMllJt It will, in Lhei oplnicn oj' our «xf*firti Ut tx!9i»ibl« t*. provl('» 
ii »iiQ*> ii .^j>i far av'M thrai huiidred hioassuni riollara leap *-hnri th« maxtrr.tri 
*li1cl«i(-ifta ujnNTftto lined turawi mIiI r* 1« dflpiclcd "jn Ihe li.ifi,ni«}'' Ln.n twer's 

d. Mlle:il Cc>i|.1;.f .. .p;L, ,|4) ffl!^r.... Roistg..,, The porcipltoiw aactor of the low 

;i*v»l route and th« ao^rttinal area, rmi th of Bae.r«a.d Baj wvild pre»«iit SBrious 

Ii:robl«raa cf ■ hlghwy construction. There' i.o a vtiry r«el .po^flslbility th&t t.he 
wi'rtlij, mckf and aomiiial laaterltl to bs cut mm.j mid raoved; th« problem of 
vih#r« 'to liuEvp^Jjt,; th« ildt slop* 8 to be 8ain:t«in«id en, thfl: ifille; arsd frrotect.- 
■ion of tht 6,3 £ s,loi:::Nts againiit rock fa,ll mid tvaiaiich* would mi. 8'i!bata,nt;i,aj..],y 
to cotr't iis8t,.i„!M,t<is. It has boei'i ■•uggeet-ed tJmt ti'i« acarri„n,g defacenent 
cou„ld, b« ii'vt:iid,«d by l,ai'id»ca,piri|t , Wi cioubt it. How wuld it b« pcsas,ib,l.«> 
to lands ca.pe * 1,50 fc«t cliff? Also, any ©,ffo:rt in this dlrtctiori woiiil.d 
»fAij';t Md sii,bsta.rttially tO' th« mnt e.f th« .lo'wsir reut©. 

*"• irifJiJiOliliaLJ^^ *•" conaiijurftticui is 

p^ifBU f< uif iorctf{oLr4.t fttctorH it U>t'uciti"i ft|;(|'<arftiit 1 liiit inst-^ad vf a 
te|i;Oi,»iAi/ 1„tJ)<\CKX:> tllffewatJal, we avn iaikinn' About two nmtfs of ai*-- 
projcliMt*! ly sqiiol cost m far ka out of pocksi fuqxtrm^ tX) the i-5tat« ia ccn- 
i:ern»d. ridfi is avtsn bfifowt *ny conal deration 1b ttvtm to the ¥alu« of the 
Park TO fu'':.y i^itich wiiulii b#( titton or 4flumg«iMi by tlwi low-level routs. Poi* 
f]m Dtamnii w« may conuidtr this pwriily In torne of Bai'kot valat without 
UJilr^K n,aL"*rftl| artnlc and wcrmfttiinml valuoo into arrDunt. Thm upi-^r route 
ti(ii.ilil t«ks i"i<jiiiM<i AtliiU Lionttl are* of Paik p(t>r>Brty bu!, the valnen of t!i« 
Tror*rl,r I ajsii am rtflAllv^ly InnonMrnixmntiu,!, Th« loi*>r Toute, on the oth«r 
[jiiti I, ti 1' i,n («ia',h ul" the Iwj pitr*';.* anj jt^ofi thn)uiih exIatifLU ;aja,pi;iuiarkla 
nrl dv>i I Vii itreais aiid :«ulna tJi<pi eAtujiuiive i,»nd«.uylo}Mi») 1 tjAtural ii.r«f*ft noj-tn 
fif rj«.«U'. i i'i\y, TI this proHjrty wire in prlvat'i ufn'iil"? I he ri«?'il uf way 
w.i ic 1 !ii lUJiud,!,!*' ccmi th« fltatw anc-ie il.eui Ct>l#5**0|(K)0, 

M ijiift ' If «Ui,.,/(*o9tod that siri(6 ttwi rtatu oi.*i!«i th» !>roi,*rty ftltwuiy ttn» 
wouLi rn ( ujriiitltult an out of jur. i.kctl «,g,jtfiifle^ but any om-ti a"|;iira*nt muttt ba 
L'triilull, niaidrirtl* Th« two pitiifka vmrn Acquirod by th« Statu lai"ii'«i.y thrcu^b 
Ij'Lvritu , I'll a«"Ki coiitrlbuticine Tor park pirijooi?*!. Jn a oenae ther« It* a jxih- 
11' t ru } ! ,jr«»aiTe tht parka for Ihmn p^irpomn* 1 1 maj bi* iior* t.^um ft 
tflci'ttl !■ I.' ati(in. Thus, thn deed by which u. jorttou of Bliaa Tark wma con- 
tf*ijmd I ^ t't« .'Jtat® by the illlsa h«J ra expr«»a.!y mcltea that the property 
"ft ' irk J [ ho 'ttrtd cniy fctr th« ixirposus ol" * public jMrk ui* i-oaforvn.' ion '""jr inh^" 
1< uiiKi,, ,"i.'»u t ajvl lis :r«a lion, and for th« bettor prpuwrwatlou of ilT« aatajal 
.f'enii ii,,i'«',s nf t h« reijLiir*." 

„tt ia. not .ntammry howiveri, t^o- .get into t«clml,cal legal .qwe»tlof»e aa 
to wha'ther ftjTp>'"opri*tion of th« |mrk 'propirty for ,ldghTi«ay purposes would re- 

■t"b«' ■■Bliaa B«i^!i»^^* ¥o •tim±l<i^^^^r«;)'t-^^^fi«»iaii^tci#r ■■■■t^h« p-iet^leiB^- from-triw^^ e^t^^aMfsolttt &I" 

any STwciflc agancy of tht ,St«t«,' but rather fit*; th« atandixiint. of the 
'Stat* ''as'' ■'«-''iih(!3ff i'"''''^^^ 

■dallA,rB. IM^B l,s^-ii:nici0itbt«diy ■iiap©i"t.'&nt| kit in additi^an, to^ thi,fikifi| about ■ _ 

'«j::i,largeii»i;rtj,^''''t«''ftlio' rt^ ttd,iii( aJx«;rt'"^s«iiiiag i* t« al,rfiftcty have, Bl„i,ss 

I^&rRr'lJid ai»rftld7'Si|'; lSftri;r» %m ^''Ott^^tM§\^m¥t^pp}:v^ 

Th«,i,r, s,Ge,ixlc b«*ut| -^ their pifj»'ei».rt'»d . «at.uir«l aj*e« .- tha. BxhLeoii frai.I - sSi.. 
■fi£»raM ,ia,;f 'Itailf -' ir« utt|»rtiill«id, Prog«f i'''':d^0iiialB im ■all'-ysir higfiway,, ■"IhA"' 



5* 



"''' ' ' '•' '^ ''•'^''" ■''>' ^'<' i^Ji-*'^ ^"i '1' if'M.i M- i^ilc!) J 11 ,'rt. -"„,.,.,, (,,.,5.,, ,,i^4,^, 

< '"' '-;"' I '-' :nln:, tin a-nnv ; , • . -^ p^K , . j r,. -,'„ „niJd it. ht^ 

:*"'"^''" ■ ^- M '^^«Ui to ar.{. lie th. a, i^MK', ru"t -n' 'aj rfnt%»n--iL 

•i.urtii iniiiicl t ,'. ;r;i,/-iev<^l r-' [i w> i„i .(a'r y 'J « . l^ r ,j. ^ra'. Ij '• an- 

ft'-ni, J-;i 'ii lilt a1fili-Le\el ",,•,*. 

" e JT 'Put wu'lfl cf :-i'fn!i 1 llruM^, ii i.la d»1ua! i.;r >i the '■'Avtnai! of 
■lUiaul^ IVu-jh*!' *;i tht» fteawuiia » are parljcuUrl)' *rProrriat«J 

''aiffini»«rtng corwi IwmU*iu3 ara ijii.orfajT^ ... tad 
II La xi^mlly nomid aUta '^.licy ♦> nt&in aceiii .• beai.ty in 
t^irt a!!»iii8i iNildprn»8B .."• .mil *»,., ti-.« drlhir trPiXtrUmt 
«'*'» U tH, wil^ not b« Tuo osil/ ri"in'ii4t>rotJri'i. F'>r tleir 

(' s «- ai J Wij ru-jii • h t u 1 < 1 "^'i ,,, 7i i ^ , j li* 

II - i 1 ftH i i«:i.»n«nt a..j 1 |m ui.'tw.i i^i't oi Jul 11 jir u*fi wii- 
' 11' i . i 'i »J 1*1 ftiitural I tMAut V." 

' . " .. liajl," ll!,-Li::Ji. . ViU "■ < ' *<^'* ^ 't *'(• '" I 'i , . "H'l .fi,i* a l.a\ 

ifi liMU d.1! 'I'jo lU uridoiibt«<!li tm ir.U 'f ih- \ ^f fiul'ci' .wr'o'ia ;rjii"! 'nri 

t* ■- i- ) ' .,j.v»«i ti> tlw I ii«f 1 1* '( ! lull, 'fe I It' t »rj i' 1. i«.'i '"/iLlf ' t l.at 
'10 i 'J ^ 11 il inuhj iwi \n Jei.'nlppM ! I1I1 A' ftli , 'i I '\t^^^^ vi^ ' * > i *-« 

f* iH I' 'I ' tA cUff tha Jo'n jewifl ei ut ^ t* / i i.*' »r '* ni t( r»«^ "u ' '-. « 

' i« L" . f<<(flin w* < an ":/"^^fi 11 hi til re'- «t A'an-nl ! 'u:/ ^/ rrMifiL-c it 
n - 1 i« Tiioi n)w nil !if| ciMi I '"iji.i vw ptJ'i .■! h.''i1(f *-\* 1 i'tnl 111 Li« 



lariiuarT "Hj -L96.i ttevid, C:.. Diuiilaj:) 

Chainivs . 3ie,rrii Club 
Bnieralc Biiy Canal tt«e 
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OAVie M. ATCHCSOW 



Je.?->uEr*rf- 13, iQol 



C&lli-orala gt&te- Pivitiori 
of Beaches aoa fa,fjk» 

I m mQlmlmg hermtim « cop^ ^f a -draft of e<»»fifef 
»»tolctt 1 prs^Kste t^e trmas^t m hmmU et tli« Sierra Club to 
B^i>ei»f of the Higtwa^ m& t%Tk Ommlmtt&m prior to the 
JsnuarT ^5 h@&ririg. I lun af-raid that tb# draft 1» nwoh too 
long ai^d I inteiHJ to ©ak*' an effort t.6 nfcortim it. In the 
jR#6iiwhile I eh«.li apprtelfite any ccwsnsnti or »ii^©»tio:5t which 
you my ha¥e^ or if jou find that I msa ^uiltj of a?i;y inaecy- 
raciei 2 shotald Ilk® to teo« about it. 

You are ut llbarfcy to ue® any of tbe Material *rhich 
ss.y be helpful to jou, I «l»o imv^ in mluiS to tranamit to 
l^au and to DeWrt iteitoR a rm imre bitii^ ooi^cti conceraing 
The Highway Bigineer's Report, sl«an^ largely tpom ^ovr 
engifmerlng edvisori. Yo-u will ajppreelata chat frow the 
standpoint cf our owi preaentaticai to *tha Hifhway Ccm-.iaelon 
a certsln arrrO-arst of »rt ie probably going to be ae^lraLle. 
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-j::i:::.erizs ana oi.;.5erv:? 
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a3"'":ecbn of tan aihi-j&y situation at 






IV'iO o,;ad 



coucludoJ t.ivX it ViCall b© Tjosslhlo to CO ::2 tr-:.:ct a-:;! 'ualn" 
tain an £■21-' -70 a •;:^ hi/a^;a:-' on tJio hl^h-lo^'cl routo iirov.n-I 
I:;AyrGj.d Ih^y, ao ;-;ell as ori t:'0 1o:j~1cv.-:-3- ro-.:c;':, c:r;lo,yin; f' 
lopidr;:e. Of the ui'ia-lovcl i-cnit;,:; disc;".;::- ci i::i t;':olJ" r:;;>ort. 



iroJiCi. coiiS:!. aor 'u::.^ 



-■ J 



or liout G I "1 , 



:> ;:-o r.:iG c-Liy or>.e 
ac;eo:?ti:il-lo fro:n our st-^;:iu';civh . 'Puis it:; uow 0"lr ':.;:o?i-so 
Routc3 i-2 £:■■! t^S woulci probc:hl:^ ;,toG be ^ubjoc:: to oll-yca::^ 
r.i&into:ur:'ncCj c.3 cor^coiod cy ;.:i;_;ii-v:n.7s, th'.js l^-^vi:!'', n siuv^a- 
fclon vniorc a lovr-lsvel hJ.hivRy wcalcl otill is ■Ic-''5-ide:i. ty 
local i;r::bc:co::;ts in ordor to fusaiur'o casy.:Lilit7 i:i: v;i;rberj 
tr-b also hocsAise both Houte d»2, iriti i .s lo:.:-- ^iu-Wrll ccxi- 
fitructicn, s.:i::i hci:ite r-3j ivi-d. 1:::^ hih^ cih-ndopci:' ^ ^Joiild 
!3o:r'iouEl';~ de.i'&ce the dsnerald day la.;'id3cr.;)0 uiilod. vjo aro 
tr^hn" h^:rd to i:)2*e:"&rvo« 



It c\pp?':a-3 to i^i;? tb.r.t di,di>Tay;; ban ccnoy io'..i:-,'Cly c^hh c ed 
the concidor-ot i.on od .ofchox' yc^;niblc hi li-lcv-^l router:;'* rho 
t';o riOGfc ::\ot:d'.lG ox thectj, vrhicdx in taia r-. .:o I Ehhil call 
doute "d", ^:o■;ld each co aypi'a:d.i:i-t .^ly 'ir.li a ail": :Jd-a--or 
than bao hi h~loval ac'vi..cs i.!.scaa3.-:- by . d. .h-a: ■-£ , a.- 1 t.\e:ro- 
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Creel:^ with the tvimnol sone j^,l\00 I'eot lon^; aad on a ^radiei^fc 
not oxcesain,:; 2;:-;:-j ©liminatin,{;: the section of anoxrsaed i-aed- 
lateiy nort}\ of the tunnel £3 propoGcd lor .Route I^ by ■■i;iiuays. 
Spoil'' fro J tunnel excavation could alacst aurely to u3od in 
construct in-' the aoufch approaehj in e naiiner acccptaLlo fro:a 
our otaadpoiBT;, to -other' with aevorcl porhinj; to^c-^s end over- 
loch points. la eithoi^ of thcS3- routes, the conati-ACb ion 
north' of ha/"lo Crook sdould bo either o.C the caow£'.icd typo as 
^^ «rooosod bjl'j hiraya for iiout© h-1, or else wica aacto,or tuiiael 

fU The" ;.:dvis:.oa or ^.i-nvrays in ualifo-'nia sggoo g.oi.t:. rc:lucGa;xt 



T.0 CO 



:Htr.oC:t Urn ids, ■.vroruo'ably beca,::ie of ti:.-; relntivoly 
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nipu Gcro v;r:.iCuxo}:. cnuu , /i.^ „ ;v.^-wi^.'..v .'-..;> 
tuvmel ■•■orl-i rernnroritly olirhrots a ooiit 
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'able 
a . r :xt 
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doal of 
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the rouoa by a s.<./;nxi ;icariv 
E..,ioaot5 all of vha.c:i aro ol inoortaucc 
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as K3l3. as ch; 

to tb.e hivlsicin oi 

{hMo.oollx)^^ torou-h the sharo ridye e-iot of C3oca:^o 

Lc;:e"wcoiid sove an additional half mile of dicta:K;e, and a 

Ig ^lould aloo to possible to locsto a roiito ci'ourid the -oad 
o'' Oor'VK'e bahe as woll as of ?:jerold haVj by ory:d.oyiny t:;o 
mjor tiioocli. Kith a rciinltiri, roiite ^hiortor l:y or roJ aitio/v--l 

.^•v:inY--hf'V> 7;5;1l3, Tiils TOUtO V:0I3l d ' • - •- - . ^ .. - 
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vlO -iC^L- 



advocato its consiaora-^xori sc- 







I-.aav of tho or;n;&cxita cfforod by the propooE^rlts oi ti'- lov;- 
levol roote oro directed cyohoot £:sg -ocd oppo^itioo to ^^oo 
jsnecH-Jc lector of a bridoo across toe i:;o".ioh oi oiorEid , ay. 
ih r;.. o'-'^^-'oo tho brid^o itself, uhilo voooEirahlo, t^oula oo 
l'...e''ov;-T,,f.-^ -....Pln too-. Dovcrol ot:-or o;o;-cts od t •-? lovr- 
level routn. '-"^xcze ct ler i eo'CurGG po'c: \i; --..>e K±j-:;...yv-o —..-.. 
oi criticolly-oo -dod c^•piriy fr,ciliti~3 io both 'h I. : lir:3^ 

' /OO-h tf-O iriTSi^VCO ox ^O-OJ^:.;^. 

^ro:io;:od; (2) olird.oatiori or 
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TliQ rooc^Kiendatioa by Jfl.-himys for the issa 
wallu 2:icrbh oi' rscrnlJ Tolrit'^' 
of fill olor^es IG Eiji-cly cor:in( 
sar:;e Cilrect Ic;!:;^ in crdor co 
pcsBible c;>-;o-.;:i,G , x^ould be t'-e constr 



3 cj.' cerbnia biia- 
11 order- to r ?■■--' t T> -■ r- •!- •■■-i.-> t ..,->, -.4. ^„ 

'alae. • A [:rcvA£fBtci-, In this 
the Ec^.r to the nraalloat 
I'oction or clerplch-laid 






fills; _c- ^2 111 rncin :s,-a3 was done en the ror.li-no,i "ir^ Oeh 
^;fau .--oaa .iMpo_i0 3evjlte Vj-IIcy hicn cor:3tractod" ty t-o"u.3» 
L.urca=;! or ruhlic :":o£drj. I tooh rsppesentat m'c3 of Cj£t-?=lct 
A OI i,;.-3 jivlcfon of highways to see this rer.f.rhah] ?- loirvfien 
tiiey ^v3ro pr-;rnjri;a- to conai^ruci; our Calaveras rprh:-?r.T, 
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_-prcGS aci wi^h tno r-,PvU:ncnt? that the lou^ 
^ 4/t.M<,oe uoaid D€ •k.-.io rdleo shorter, ^ijoiua invclvcp loss 
c-urv-tmvc^ or would to suiJcootlble to G::c>a.:alc.-i to ; oi-r lanes 
\L-e:i teat l;sco::^ie3 necGGsrre. dnls Dar-t I c^'l- •' -■' -^ •h^-; '•>..■ i ^5 vC -h' 
lx.^.:J u:io :;;euv./oo-.i i;.xy2Hav, an Inportent cccnoruc 3 1-3 3 v.:- 
ceuwaon Tuajo- -eoji-aphie re-ions of the ;d:at5» it ia, r?t-er. 
&i-.c^-u onth-ulj & recreatii-al iii ■h.r?.T; and ha- s-^p13 ^i-cn-^r^.' 
•oxen 01 co-z-er-clal traffic cxIgge al;::c:.T; solely to i;-nV- t-c 
r6cr'e::.tlon:d populabioa. Under thcso circa.::r;.s-cf :., r-^f-^r. 
dintu;.c5 nor crrvat-.ro is cf caiy r.roat conaecrjc C", aa lo;----^ 
cs rrep aro nob totrll™ unreasonable. Apyor^e ^ 'v-.-w.-..^^-^; ;,^ 



::. U V J. 
f ^. -.est 



'Ji-uOa i!i 



Ci arj-vinr uouxa ncc bn at 



:;~'J P-^^-^^; ^a-:i tbs additional distav.ce Girply providci; that 
i.:csyx rc-re Ci-. jop:;;oat of acoajc vier?, tnl f.ceo~3 to h,f- ?res;;■lr^ 
pointc« ...voa if the new routo involved t ril^-tivolr loir 



turu:el. 



tahlrt'- viows 



it rould still niahe roesible :.:2iiv 



dees the presciib lovf standard hi Pirn- 



'eoren.'..; cr-ii ro^te ecnsur; cted to "rodern tvrc-1 
f„u-i rr-.ple ournouuK, •ifr.Ci.r 



r:ap. As a 

».;:■ O vl ; i ./.-::h ;'/-■-!, C> • 

'fia;:, a:-d ov:-::i'looi:&, iu VJO'jld 
sacr vhch this uould be ore of the laGt routes u:iGre f enp- 
lane corstruccicn tjcrld be concidorci rocesr^r-^-. ' " 

fhc pcirit rai- by dlpV-rip2 that cors^r ..ctlen of x.,m lou~i nvol 
roiv;e v?o-'ld nrhe l;v;c; hi -hKa?r£ available) in :;--e arr-^j;;— ^ is r^i 
3-Hpcrta.at point frcr. the Gta,.dpoinc of v^^v\i \hfZ^ 'f-'x of 
Ireoirpdho riost hi^dlj scoric rcuto cP" trr; roct h..;;rriod tr^dfic. 
It saorlb t- nobcd, horevor, th,ct trosc s^ - af v::.rv;-r -oi; of t^'G 
aycxl e;:ii:Kup- oj. t;ro rc-iose uoida be in cflnct; for r v-ry i;-- 
jj-.it- .;.;;.. ;j-.'--^ '-/A ^..iw '.ui ::. uii;:.co zi a :ir,r:-l ^:v^iI rdl"r.£,.-: C;lcr:- 
h>ptci,^ In this crsf?, tooj tro proiic--h nccdc 
ocuta to ^^ q:- Vio--; ;brct ccvli bo ;-;:cdi rod on 
pcrixaps a i;cre^f-iat lorer fjvr.acar-i t.xar rov eort cr-drh.-:u br 
ih;p..wrpa, CO r.rirt thero vjouIj. bo le"3 da..:c -2 to 'i/i.c r^i'^nr' 
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Eiiorald iJajr ca-r)-pound aad feuer Gears on the sconlc K-'e^'alri 
I&y - Oacoaie Lake ciivlds. 
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It iG ny iix-^i tolief that ^e should vso the fiai we' -^ 

ovjc iiulas.xe to brin- -about the adoption cf cno c:f the hLh- 
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in en 



C alirn- 



or houto :-l. If^ howovoi?, v;3 are •unsuocecoful In this 



/?^ cfcjoctivo, i7Q shoiad acGor^t the lov;~lovol route o-ly with the 



loUovan: qualiryin:: coxKUdcr atlo-s: (1) The clo-oat scrittiny 
oi tnc al:i,-;:r:orre in ■:;ho vicinity cl both cai-o -rouads, so ti-^t 
all po£'3illc c!:-v;in5-^rir;_; G.:;ii Ir -vh„:c'r:)6 shill" is cdlr t^ot'-d t-'v^ni'd 
irvcev:. ::)i-i:.,2^ vjit-i t;!o ST^allcct xi-:xritcT or cxiatln;: cri:-:,) units arid 
vith ounor- poto-biia cf:,.;plr5 ; j?rca; (2) the use cu ovorv riosGihlc 



ciovxc 
fill 






and 



u'a. cotit:ecue;.;,;^ s c -:i:r ... •-. ■ ^, on rns approaches to the c>xf-£in-^- 
aad (3) i.'i:e oi t.a3 viaiuct plaw (dlsn A~2 ) at t-e north end of' 
the ::'K;r-Gld i^aj^ crcssiri /;j, not ohl.y to disrupt ri O-ialloi- a-;iou.at 
oi cdcics l.&a:- et i/":erald Joint, but pcrticulrahj I'OO-.uso the 
vladi^co w-LPld rsquirc a no-vroi^or oDenirv, throu-h"' th^j 
a;Kl_ vill he less hrrrii-iil to tue r-a^ani-i;;- tveol; than 



u li :o%i' 



rill 



in oi-dei' td,et ell possible routes nay he ava'lohle lor consid- 
eration, .i hellovQ thab tno hi'^'i--'2:/ci di'^,nw:'.ys td^ould stud-.- 

■■""^ata"h:. nihiilicnal pcGsihle ni;^h-lov5l 
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1, The Solution of our Probl«a : Tnt nms report of th® 

State Htghwtj sr»g'iii#«y ptm%m^%% ^n'%mm b*»ic question that Ime 
pl«iu«a UE all for tht la«t S4»ip«r*l j'««uri - sine® drrelop»«nt of 
. tht IDalio® arsfi hee glvim rise to l«gitii»it6 a«i9Mttidt for msi all- 
year hi#wa>' on th« if««t tide of Lftl^ 'Diih©«» I« it po»«ibl« to 
pro¥id0 &n all-|r«ftr hi^tni&^ifc Bi&tnild Biqr wltlio«t s&«rlfioi»g 
D. I.. Bliet and fttwrald Bfts* St«t« ?&rldi «ii^ tho saturftl «o«iie 
grandeur of tfe« r^loii? 

Earlier tttiilea ai^ tvpqt%% Ismvm fd«md i^ aiimnMr %o felia 
prabl^s of wiBter aainttmaQce of a ni^-la^el rcmte ar^nmS a»trali 
Ea;y, "Bi® a®citio» ha« always b««fl to giva th® prol5l«B .furthar 
itudjr ao ttet the Sawas* i^ich a Icttf-laval roete i^ui<S causa to 
the natural ececic beatati- of Emerald Bay and the tuo State Fft£%:e 
oould be &%'ol(led if tliei^ was aa;r rvasoimble alternative. In the 
new report the Highway Engineers haire e«mcl»ded that there i« a 
reaeoaeMe a-ltemetive - that throygb the uae of well deeis©«a 
enow sheds coi$>ar&ble to thoet used in Siritserland, an adequa.te 
&ll-;^ear route can be maintained alojng tee high-level aroimd 
jteerald B&>-. 

2, Daaage: froa a Low~L.evel Route . Tiie damage resulting 
from a low-l^vei route Kis 'been i*eVi^M many times before, Ve 
eunsnarize briefly : At the northerly terminus the low-level route 
enters D. L. Bliss State Park close to the caaapground areas and 
cones out on the high steep banks above Lake T&hoe scaae two miles 
north of Esr.erald Bay, In approaching iwarald Bay froa this point 
the highway must mn for more than a mile and a half along these 
bank®, k series of onaightly cuts and fills, some of which would 
extend isore than 150 feet above the highway level and as lauoh as 
60 feet below it will fee required. The preserved areas of a good 
portion of Ellss Park would be destroyed; a Kile or more of the 
Rubicon Trail would be oblitjerated; and the tresumdous gashes 
would be an eyesore to practically the whole Tahoe area. 

In its southward course the hi^way would then run the length 
of the low timbered peninsula Just i&«^tli of the skouth of Stserald 
Bay. Here we would have either a concrete causeway or a fill »ore 
then a quarter of a mile in length, H«ct o««Bes the bridge across 
t^ae -mouth <^ BamrtCUl fitty. a qfttarte^ eC A-sia* iin laiigth and up to 
^0 feet atove the water. Alternate plans indicate that the bridge 
may be either horlKcarstal or on a grade. South of Bbierald Bay the 
nlghway would cross caa?>ground areas in Buerald Bay State Park, 
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thenee throtigh priv»t« property alcmg or close to the fW-ioe 6hore- 
llne and floaiajr lii2Jtti4 to. eonnvet with th«t msXstimg rotitt. This 
8o«tls«rl5' portx&n of tim rout® JLiieliii«t ftooMi l^X) t—t s.laog the 
ISfthoe &hore ^mr« tb« tto^ twnloi will «pil2i f}«0««tife»t® »ut»- 
etftnti&l gashes its the UXlXmiJ&e, 2b«ft« arit tli« fuctozNi wteleh 
h&fe, in the p&«t, f»a«-it l^«i*tl¥t to g%r% tm mttt&r further 
RtMy to find ©yt if timv is m^ remom^le m^ of ftir©i<Sing ali 
l^s dffi^&gs find 4«f&c«»ti%t. 4 im^ of doii^ this liftft aow bd«n 
fmma. It BhmM b# t^ fiis&l wifiwtr to tSe pr©fcl«». 



fefineer's^Sorl^^oufi v&rS^fJIS S^Sigtiwi^ ewivlmiencs 

wlilch could bm & bftsis for f&Toriiif tfa« low-level roote if the 
i8&ttar was to b» e<»wi#«n^ striotly froai th* titllltariiis point 
of vi«w. fhe i<m-l«ir»l r®ot« mmO^ h% •ttmlgjiter «ii<S »oae two 
«il®» ihorttr, BpmAm^ trmol 1§ sot, tK»f»v«r, th« obJ#ctir« of 

tht m&Sorltf of the pnte^lt i^io emm to li^i«* 



It is *l»o »tisiwt«<l im tM r^ort t^t ttm Iw-lavel route 
.would imv® laor^ «f^i»«ti»}it^ for t«]»oiits aio^ t^m Ms^am^ for 
ob«#rv«ti©ii purpQmm, But tln8 ii|H*fta«t <p««ti<»i i« 'fO OBSRIVE 
mn^^t* m mm want t^i oi}8«nr« Wmm3M Wm' *>^ Blifts fmsic as 
plao^ of natural aowiiii b«««ty or do «t iis»% t© o^«ry« t^mt 
lath httgh highirai^ outs and filiaj with sMbt^to^tt or oonorat* 
ommmmYm and with a t«***^«y wi-t* ^f^%«* «i1*«3p tilt«d or 
herit<»itEl, at tba mmth of tm 'Bayt »«r« will certainly tea 
s^ie opportunitias for obsermtiGm points aloi^ tha wP9t routa, 

ThQr& mvm, in tht past, h-mm oeoaaimial at^saations t}»t 
the i«proT»«nt of the upper iwita would itaalf mpair natural 

seenio values. E^^ i^airciast iniat of ooux^e he oooeaded for any 

highwaj' develop^Befit. But it wml& hm a id.ntevK. Ihe aaow shedt 
are based on experience an^ deaign in Swltaarland, whet* plainnere 
have long recognised that tht natural baaul^ of the Alps is one 

of their RioEt i^ortant national assets. Hia sear s^ the rock 
slide on the existi^ upper route may be meistioiii^. But here 
the damage has been aone. Neither route will r®«tepre it. The 
scar does, however, dfsionstrate that we should at least think 
carefully before we set put deliberately to duplicate it &mj 
times over with the g&ehes required for the eonf tructicwi of the 
lower route. 

The. Highway Sayjineer^t Report indicates timt winter aiainteji- 
ance will be more of a problesH along the u^er rc^tei but with 
the snow e-hed protaotiou which is included Ic the plan, this 
pjx>bl«a should not be as serious even as winter iMiifit«wynoe ois 
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she itir^ slop®« north of aser*ia Buy on Urn low-leirti r©yt« 
WOII14 tb®ifiBi?lvet er«itc seriout profelwwi ©f iifiiit«iaj*c» both 
winder arad iuiamei'. Jy»t ncrt-h of th« Sratwild B«y p«iinsui& the- 
lm*l€vel route gosf -thrc^ugh « gX&ci&l »0PS.lii® if!;es?« tb# pr^fcles 
of tide Eiopee ^icb wlil prorii* aidiNSii&tt proteetlc® &gaiii»t 
loos® bo-^ia«rS|. «tc. b&» not, we u^^tretand, b®®n fully wortced 
out. For about; * «ll« m^ t fewilf uorth of sht» the Klop® of 
tb« 400 foci banks if af grmt-.t ng 63.5*» & ratio of two v«3?tlo&l 
to one tiorisoritd , ^ais. r-ujjr. be o«^>ere6 with uaual standards of 
fclgliwEy side elope j^etigi: of 33|*, with Naiehii^ m m «?J4®a 
protection ag^inist r©ek fall. lli« m¥l»it» of Highways pl&m will. 
It ie upderE'too4^ not tt^erspt t© ®odir|' tht 63f* si4e alopsa r»or 
will bencnioc. be provided, , It^t only protection against rock fall 
f!*om there ci;tR up to i»©i^ th&R 150 feet Ir. height will be a 20 
foot Bfcrip t»«tieeen t4i« highway sliciildtr arid rhe cliff, TrAm is 
bou.nd t;c pre8#r,t riMtl probI«at both frc« the Etan-dpclus of higb- 
waj si6i:'tenar,ee asjd hlghwaj' saftt-j-. 

Ftnsily coEei tlst qwestiasi of ih® four lena highway, Whwi 
tha tltm commu, aoae detadti li«nee# that a four Xaise highway it 
raQuired it will tjir>d6«l>t©dly ba uacesaar^ <m the yppar rc^ta to 
adld'tb* two laaat at a a^iewfiat diffaract laval in tha staeplf 
aloping araai, ^is shcuiid h® tm iK»ra difficiiit that the protoless 
of a<Mii^ two lactaa 1» the low-laval rwite in tha itaap aaator 
-north of t^m Brnj^ ®i« aa<4iticai &t vm lane* ti«s« wsiiM eitiiar 
require axtwitive ttmnaling or tNi ©tittijig mm^ dt a iytoataatial 
portion of tlia 4oo foot banica. & aaao^ eaaaawa^ s»d a |>arallel 
feriig® »ettM proWblf ft©t pr^aafc my aariona n^f ta©teii©&l 
probiaaa btit thay i^hiM not l^va «i®h of tearaia Bay ta wm ka«w it< 

Moat ef tha people who havt l» tba past f&%''or«fi tha low- 
level route h&vt 4one ac not becauaa thtj wan tad or oaadad a 
speeaway^ four ls«@a or othenrise, tmt bacauaa they wer^ faarfyl 
that it wa.B the oslj- wa:^ that th<^' couia get an ail-yaar route, 
Itiii is ns longar grmirj^t for eoseesw. I perftetl^ a6®i|iiat€ 
tiignwa::, although not a sf-atdway, may ba corjetrtictad for all-year 
«e-€ along the \jpper rowte. 



4, cost SoifgariBor of tht i^o Ronteg . fh© Highwtj tegineere 
cost eetirA^'ias iftal,o'Ka'"€li&t 'tli#'''"ttp^er ''rcfe'ta would eost aossa 
""^ €25, 000 ae eos^arad witn a coat for the lo*ftr royte of either 
5,70C,o:'C or |6^ 965,000^ ^er'anSant upon ifhather thsra »f0\iia ba 
a sloping r^ridga or a horlscKital bridge, a dirt and rock fill or 
a concrete c&uaeway, k wtuty ef th© ton^iMo*ro of tfcase figtircB 
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ai^iietz»&t@6 tAm.% e@iifiM«r«.tSoii Mmt b* .gi¥«ri to & nxs^mr of 
fs.ct©pfi which will mid©»fefe#tflr ^?«rftt« fe© ^©duc* tht eatt ©f tim^ 
high-level pons* ai*i ±iiepwMi« the ®o»% ©f t^Mi l39i^l«¥«l rmite, 

?er. the tapper r<mt« iiii€ ^0,CK» for te» loner r©«t«. It unatrttaod 
tb&t broken &mm &» b©fcif»«i i»ri¥at# laM« and p&ilc lande, thet® 
estlBfctes iiicltNlt |5l6*OC» for friv&fc« laailt and |64,OCXJ for park 
Xa»dt on t;lit ^nTfHRT H}ist# «ni |t2,&«0^ f©r pri«at« Xania iDi 
|3^j,CKK) fer pirte XaiKit <^ fel» lower roat®. W« further undsrttand 
th«t th,©«e «sti»at>«« are b&»«i on »«»• iisi?««tigatioB i^isil»rtmk^ 
««Teral y©ar« i^o ami that tl^r .uoaaaati^^bly raquira f«rtb®r 
study. la tha f irat pl»«« ■ tlia |51^*CKK5- fS^iira .for privatt rS^tt 
of way cost •«' ttia i^ppar rcwfca it «caaiiva, 1l» prit>«2.]^ aactor 
Mliape privftta pr^ar^ newM ba rat«^lr«* ^^ tiia i3^per r^afce is in 
^e raallgi»«nt &t tlia 8©«ealiai ii^liaak r<NMl BtmUi of liMs^i 
Bar- (* ^®w aeraa wlli aia© toa raquii»«<l at tba iKirtis aii^ ©f tbe 
rmU ma^^ of Biiaa Pai^, i«st tMa it r«alativaly iii«€sia©t«»«it34a 
.ai»a la £1© mmi^ ttmm ^ms^H %»a rafnirad f©r tlia m&rtkmtl^ tarsias 
of t^ loMsr ¥«siit«| ^Mi te^^DMi^ i>aiai#»iimt Som 8©t i^^^tSj^ 
any Taltmble Ttthp^^ frontaga. Jm tiia m^amj &glR«ar»a R^©rt of 
Ctetobar 18, 1957 it waa etti«itad tliat tha rights of waj neeaeaary 
for this portion of the rmit9 woiafi eoat B€mt |60,000, Valuaa of 
Ifehoe lands hava imimttotadly gooa vnp aiooa than, but not in asy 
uueb proportion* €ii tliie baaia a raallatic figura aa to private 
pi#it of VM.J coiti tm tha ^;^ar rosta ahc^ld not axeaaS 1^,000/ 

While tha private right of way eoata im the uppar roct® 
ali©*al<l • not be wich pora than ®;ia-lmlf of the eatiaatad figtira^ 
tbm priTat« right ©f way coats sm tha XoiRir re^ta wmiM tea 
»ev®r«.l times tha i210,(X)0 astimata, flia lowar rotita traVeraes 
siora than a alia or privatal:^ mm^ property south of Baaraid 
My State F&rk. ^r wort than ©fia-half of thia diataaea it will 
ran along or close to the IKihoa atioraliua. MUsm^ a® ppaeiae 
alignaerit h&f beau daterminad, thert ia a ttrateb of abo«t 1§^ 
t%et along which tha ataep b&uiai will probably nacaaiitate the 
taking of scMs pnore lott now de^rals^ad and 1r th® proease of 
defelopaant, t.©gethar witb t teeond tier of lake view lott, 
PcrtionE ©r t,hii frwnti^e are now feting aold for |^^ a froot Toot. 
In sdditla:- tjier*- ara t<iE« nlua-hcaaa which have racantlj ■ bae.n 
conatmctred, ir, this »aetor at an a-raraga coit of $^,000. Tht 
lowar rotite also traversal to&e 2/Z of a aila of private laod or^ 
wfeieh it wouM not be weoeasar:^ to take aetital liaka frt»t»ga, Tt.lu 
additional land i« b®s« v&lwabla bowavar, tfean tte lands furtfear 
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estiimtee iiicS4e*t« tiimt th« total ©ott ©f prtmt® property 
&cc|Ei»itloc »®ytft of S®®r*l<l Bar i^aM iaeiiuS® the following j 

1602 f®et tatl»o« «iior« fp©r!|jig« tlneli^iiK 
rirft &jf^ ««eer^ ti«r lot® »t a t^^^id 
of $350 p«r fo@t) 1560,000 



to the laic« IQO^OOQ 



W»ri fcfa#6« ©®fifei Aft ti^cars tet© &e©&i»t ifc hrnxsmmt ^mo'mt 
that m esu cut a<aw |£50,(X» off tlMi «atii»t«<S eot t of %fm mm^ 

rmt%f feiit aiuit &61I marm than |TOO,CKXi ts© tli« «»tiiiiat«a eoat ®f 
tm lower rrota, fch«pfel»y narroifiag the pm bet»««u Um ooeti 
of tti® two rmtm fcy al^t |1*000,0C«5, 

.".• Morte to ba llndgr^i^jjs any J^mt, 4 aacocid 



faetor which mBmU ba ' tcmiiiarai in tba eotft'ei^ paria^ ia %hm 
rm% tOiat aoM i^i^ m tba w»par romta U e<»itaa|>lat^ Jm ai^ 

aipant. fliia rmimm td tis® pf«pi»i^ raaHi^nmit of t^ b&emm^M 
rmS, 9mm ®f SB»iml4 Bay, fhia portic» of ttia praaaiit 7^ ia 

axcaadiugly narroif and ci-ookad, a i^al fflomjfcaio «saa. Wl^ «ili 

raalipmant tij® vppmr route will provida a atiitablt highirai^ for -all 
b«| wiRtar fcmval. flia H3#atar liisin«eP«» Hapoi-t of Oct^p '18, 
1957 Tm^^mm^m that ^la work ahoulil b« andertaican in any mmt 
r<^&!«lass of anjr fi©al-d©oiai€m batwaao tha two ro«taa. ftia 

afifciaated, eost wat ^^,mo, plm |6o,(XK) for pighta of wa^. 
tjteGoubtadly eoisatimctloii cottt have gMia v^ aince that tiiE» ao 
If tills work is to ba uodler taken in any ciret»t, (and we peocm^tfia ■ 
that Ita^onE^be) Oiia take® away $l,Qm,QOO In cwstrwsti<» ©ofitt 
of tlia uppw route wtiicfc shouia not pp«^aplf be incliiiad fop par- 
pmm of cswi»ari»oii wi-ttb the Icwtap pcmta. Alao tba largaat ©apt 
of tlia rigSit of way ©oit on %im uppmr rout® wouW bt the righta 
of m^ nactaaary fop this nogiback ii^po^^ent. h®r©#, the 
I«S*e^ portim^ of th« right of wiy coett for tha ypoer roata 
i^lcte wt raattiaateiS above ai; |250,000-|3C^,0^shmild be ex- 
cinaetl fpctt tha co!^>aritoru Pop these reaaons w® ahoulsl eliairmte 
another |1,20C'*000 trm. cfat cost diffaraatial bttwaeis tbe two 
r«iit#a* in order to previa® a fair basia for eosapariaon. 



*' ^^t|„ , battel . &©e©r€ii3g t© «3^#rt pinion th«r« ie 
» "r^ys- good ciMiaa* lam^ ■m© 1^0 f©©t fettUB®! emte^lftted for the 
*app#r TOUtt tte^ngh fclw rock elidt &r®a tt a oett of »«»» |i5^ 
per f^Dt will not b« R«o®g8ar^i sasw ih««l« s&y »tiffi©t. This ii 
l«^#ly depeMest cm wlwittiercr not tt»®r« l» anj- con t tailed tllppaet 
ef the roci-; forsmtiait ia tMs wmctor, Biii &iviii«i of Htghwa-cs 
%B, we uR^Seretaai, ©sfeabltsSiii^ b«scfe wfcrks imicb will enable it 
tc.a«terE:ine whetfeer or not thert it suf ftirtlier Elippsge. gub- 
.stitution cf t«ow theds for a ttuffiel wowW s&v# eIo»« to anether 
||^>0,000 OS th# cof&i or the vpp«r roMte, mm tf such eufestitu- 
tioc ie oot foiind t© fet feaslblt it will, in the apinl^. of oar 
tsjierte b€ possible te provia® & ©aft twirjtl e^ie three htsndred 
thaiiftaui! dollfert lest timo tht «sxiM» tfeicte^ts concrete lits« 
tunisel which it depict^il in thejlighwtj &igiiieer-»g Report. 

^» Coct of Ri&fot of Way throii^"the raWs > Iteer. dut 
eontideratio?) ?mt feaeri "^iven "M"**!« r<ip©er!ng' 'f&c^ori it &teai&e» 
iipp&rerit that lattead of ^ |2,0--. ^0C/|. , . ^,0OC differsBtiai, « 
^r« t&lkirig El.oi£t twc K^utee of .^.j^^rMciit, . .i,y «<iMal coit so far 
&s out of pocteet expcKse co the £t.«t€ it concerned, fhi* t® 
even btfore k€ c«ae to e»Ei6@r ©otte froai the Etandpoiot of 
%'$Xu% of tht Fftrk property which wsmM Is® taJceii or dsMgwl 1^ 
tb« Iow-Iev«I rout«. For tb© sismeiit wi aay ©®siid®r this piirtiy 
iB tenaa of o«.ri£et miye vlthoet t&^iag Bfttiir&l, Btmnte sufi 
r®©ri«tiofnil if^Ines into aocmmt. ftit v^pmr rout« wmxM t«k€ 
sdii* (iMitloniLl &r«» ©f P&i* prc^ertf l«it tbe -VElue* of tto® ©roper cy 
taken art r€l«tl^«I^ liio©®s«Qw«Ktiil. tea icurer roct®, ®n tte« 
etiiar hand, fei®«cfe« aaeh ©f tl^ tam s^»i£» ana go«i throi^li «klit- 
iag eai^srotmfit and a«¥tl6ped aj»Wii aad piiisie tli® ®xt««i¥# 
iii^«Tel©p#d imtiiml-ar®a north ef mmml4 Wti^, If yii® property 
war® 2jj prS^at® hanat it w©yM usaoybtadl^r oost th® itate 
|1* 500, OCX) or K«srt, 

It a&y b€ §iigg«i^#4 ttiat sisce tha State <j^t %h@ property 
slreaay this would not ooDititut* mm oat of pocket ®jqpei5g«, but 
ar4* Byeh &rgmmnt aii»t be car«fully escamlrtea. Hi® two |mr^f» w&pe 
&cqv*ireG by tht £t&t# I&rgtiy through pri%-ite gifct sad C'Ts* .butdcris 
for p&rk f>urpo»e». Ir> a serj&« there is a public trwst to i-: .'5#rrft 
t.he p&rc6 fcr vhfe#e purposet. It ms$ , t© fioee extier.t, be iftorfe 
t'rvm 6 Kc.r&l obligctior". 1*)uk, the «#ei by which portioae of 
Biist PfcrK w&e c^^-o-eyea to the State by tHe Blist heirt ejcpr#st2y 
rtcitcd thtt. tfi« prcf>ertj "slmll be useiS only for the pyiT>os«e of 
t pi;fcl:c p&rk or r^fierve tios fpr putiic use, resort and r^eretriorij 
and for t.ne better pr^eer^ttion cf tfct ntt;»ir^l faatisrts of th« 
r«gion *% . 
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::. IB r.ot nece«8«.r;v however,' to get iiito techr.ic&l legs.! 
c-j's^tisr.i. ft£ to whether appropriation of the park property for 
Mgr>M&;; pu:i...Di;eE would require cor.deerit.tion and paymtr.t lo the 
2*-v:fic-n of jte&ches and J«ri:s or to rne Bliss helre. We cnould 
H'Ct eoncJaer th€ ppoblar. frcw tht Et&ndpotrit of ftn;^ »p®elfic ©gency 
of ^he Sta: €, l?i:t rsther frc« th« E-t&fi^pcir,t of the Stfttt ae a 
wnclt. Long r^nge pliuna h*ve r©eeritly bmtm proj#ct©<l for very 
EybE':;&n^i&J aMltions to our State P&rk ^Bttm &t a cost of «miy 
mllllonii of dollar* . Ifels ie undoybtedly ioportiot, but in 
addition to thinlcittg about expa^«lors, v& also shouM think about 
iFEring *?lmt w« air#ad>' hftvt. Bliss Parte and Sser&ljl Ba,y Purk 
f. re tiwc cf tr;e aoEt: popular in th« whole Stat®. 'Rieir nesr.ic 
b«&yt|- - tneir pr«aerr«<l nacup&l i.r«»8 - tht Rubicois Tfftil - and 
feiemltf B&r ltE«lf - tr^ unparelled, ?r^im&% dmmn&w m% all-year 
hlghwEj*, cvt when tha$ highway can be byilt in a tanner ifeicft will 
preierve these p&rki then tbie Is certaialy the wn»w<tr, Uo place 
€lit ir. the Stst* would it- be possible for the St&te to acquirt 
the feerac- n&tt;r&l &nt re-crefetiomal values which the low-I^vcl 
route wo-^l% amstroY at a c-os*-. eoiap&r&blt to anj^ additional out 
of pocicet expense which tmy he ir.vclv«4 irj the con» true t ion of 
th« ftigh-Ievel route. 

- fh-e recent wonSs of &ovtrnor Brcwui, in hie dedieation of th® 
*Av«iii« of GiMitfi" Park»ay is th© E«<lwo€Nlt, arc particular l:y 
tppropriate : 

•^fegineering osr.siaer&tioiit are iaportant .,, Hut 
it i8 f»qti»ll^ soiinil itste policy to rttain ®c®oic b^utj- 
iri the iinepoiled wildemeei ... anS ^...the dollar, 
ii?#ort&Rt ®i it IM, mill not b« the.oRly concideration. 
For their ti®*cty (the R#«w<KNlt), to®, we neecl these gr©*t 
fores t8---Jyst at we nmtd fcht Ansa Borrego Desert, the 
Eubicori Tra.il at JtoeraM Bsj and th» Point Ixjbos cliffi... 
Itie p&rk:s must atand at a pan^iosnt asd protected part of 
Calif eral««i heritage of aotpoiltd natural beautj^.* 

5. T.-Jt Progra» to be P^llowe-d . S<»e of th« fcregelng eo^aer'te 
hav« BM^eTtM" 'ine " nictrisity " oF'''''?«r'l;har tt«dy of problems of the 
low- level route. This thoultf «fKi©i*bt#^ly bt undertaken if fartiitr 
BerlQuB tc»r.£ider&ti«i is to b€ giveu to tim low-l«v«l routt* »yt 
with tfte 6eter«iiafetioR that the high-level roet© ©an be cJtveloped 
iEtc an ed«:cjiiat« all-ytar roatt thert it no occafion to gi%''# tfm 
l»»-i«y®l r&uta fcsf fsirttefr ©onsi^tratios at all. fh« tin© m.9 
cc^ wheK we can ^^'cromw %t» l>i»iig«* at toai^ld Bay bf croBtiog it 
off our plan* . Trsm nam on all eoottryc'tiv* effort should tm 
a«voteo tc zm ikmvelopmmnt of the hlgh-laval route ae *r« art n^ 
ittwreS it c&T; be developed. 



&.C,D. 



MEMO RE DEVELOPMENTS AND HiE ERESENT SITUATION IN RESPECT TO EMERALD BAY 

The Sierra Club (with the financial support of about a dozen property owners) 
and other conservationists have lead the fight to preserve the Emerald Bay 
and Bliss State Parks. They have supported the plan for an all-year high-level 
highway along the present route, with a tunnel and snow shed. They have vlgor- 
oursly opposed the low level bridge route which would cut through both Park 
can?) grounds and result in six miles of steep gashes on the lake front on both 
sides of Emerald Bay and a high fill across the north Bnerald Bay Point. 

The Sierra Club retained Dr. Parker Trask as a geologist and Mr. Roy Hackley as 
a txinnel engineer. In 1957-58 Dr. Trask convinced the highway engineers that 
a tvmnel under the slide area was feasible. The highway engineers then stated 
that they could not maintain an all-year route on the high level due to snow 
conditions on the north side. Thanks to the insistence and appearance of our 
experts at various hearings, the Legislature has so far taken no action. 

The Joint meeting of the Park and Highway Commissions in the spring of 1959 
requested the highway engineers and the Park staff to submit reports, either 
jointly or separately, on the two alternative routes. As the Division of Parks 
have no geologists or tunnel engineers, it was essential to have Dr. Trask and 
Mr. Hackley advise them. In 1959, s-s Dr. Trask was in Europe on other business, 
the Sierra Club authorized him to study the Swiss highways and particularly 
their tunnels and snow sheds. Dr. Trask returned with slides and designs which 
were shown to some thirty or forty of the top Highway and Park personnel in 
November 1959. These showed that well designed open view snow sheds could be 
installed on far more difficult terrain than Emerald Bay. 

As a restilt the highway engineers have redesigned both routes. Our experts have 
reviewed the plans for the high-level route which includes a tunnel and one or 
two snow sheds. They are convinced that the highway engineers have done a fair 
and satisfactory ^ob. The highway engineers now say that the high-level route 
can be maintained as an all year highway. Trask and Hackley, however, are not 
as yet satisfied that the highway engineers' plans for the low level route are 
entirely realistic with l-espect to the terrain to be covered and the height of 
the cuts and slashes. Hhey also feel that the low- level route may involve 
higher costs than the present plans indicate . The highway engineers are now 
preparing costs, which will be submitted for comment to the Division of Parks 
(and Messrs. Trask and Hacflsley) before the plans are submitted to the State High- 
way Engineer and public hearings. 

The high-level route will \mdoubtedly cost more money. The present gu&ss is 
$3,000,000 to $5,000,000. The big problem ahead will be to make the low level 
costs as realistic as possible so that the differential will be held to a 
minimum. The next problem will be to convince the Highway Coimnission. and 
Legislat\ire that such additional expense is warranted. Although it will not be 
an out-of-pocket cash cost to the State, an offset woixld be the substantial 
severance value to the State Park of the right of way for the low- level route. 
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' !ai ' :amiOT ' giifW 

:iMAua m :«"!: LSliaS'ifm mm 

l«i»t<ttr<ii^, :i^ nUttT'liii diip«r'lJst«ii(l«Bty Qjrd«' »mtli»f tmllM w InW hit off lo« 

itfMl •Aiii.y *'M» • tiwiMwii m fm wwi tlw firti ftiopiy asf^iifMNi to lH«ral<il Bi^ 
3t.«t4i :r*)irkf I 'HouM lUw fm %» ilriwt to .ft«aiitt t«Miinraii to iiti«ii ttw ram 'fmtk filw 
«wl prwMifjt • t«lk r«jpi4i»g ttM iktoimmiihI. txridfo memm %tm moutii of iwrtM B«3r.** 

II«M, tnoiit of qy taUks tiami 'kMwa. glvwri in • Mountcin. atttiiii to gtmfm of 
mi«iyim * b]j«i&« QiMpflaro* t(miili% of ooi«««» wo oon't imm Vm' mm^im, 
btti Urn topio it mm Vtm% lo vital to ■mmrywm iiitovootAdl ami i^ liwi « kma 
■mpprmtlMtivm for 'll:i« luttflral tMautljao of our «t«tt« Tim mOsmml mmm of mxt 
irtMi'to ii a teritago t}»at :pm «tid. I om be jwitlfiii^ pfoud* 

Pinti cif all » bf « ottow of immiM » )a«w' naiaQr' of jmt hvm vialtod itoraM Bagir 
at .Laico taboat '%at<a womlaxfiil - alnoot oiwrjooa ter* in tlio awtltoriiia. Ion 

'Oan 'tlww a]ipw:ia't* tl;i« «Nptiflo«»t aattlng of li»«r«ld $9^ ami :&• L. BXisa SUta 
:Parto» 

ia f 0(4 know • tt» rttiri«,lim of lltaoiMa aM fmkM la dadiMtad to iJWirMiftg a .Pablle 
'Sarvixta, Cim of ow 'iNiapoiiiiltillt'ieii ia proaartliig 'tlia mttinl mmm tn mr StmU 
'PJtrka. Wa era faoad at 'tlia praaant ttoO' with «. pinpoaal to otit a iil#Magr tbroti# 
two of o«r Dioat 'kMiautiful -pmekB aswl havo' a 'lotr laval iKridjp araotad. anraos tha 
noutli of ItainraM lay* 

%' pnrtMMia totii#t la alnftljr to iwt bafora jou Mmm of tho of fiaota on. tlw t»aric 
•vaiuiia 'to tbila pitfKsaMCL* 

Lat SMI raati m oditor'ial fnai fmw mm ammptipmtt tiMi ^iwmma BNwt i 

.1¥ioa'laaii Aaa«rt 

**:lii «xi art'iola i^ Ufa Mtfoalna, B* L, Bltaa Stata Fork at tim mmth 
of anwraM lajr at ialea Talioa ia daaarwaClj' .laolwlad a« orao ^of tb* 50 
mm% baaiitifal oanplng' iilaoaa in ilia 'Oisltai Stataa. 

".Laka fahoa itailf ia ktmm iadvoraalli' an ma of tha w«irld*a p<«at 
baauty apota,, tlt«i3# paoplo living in ^mim mem vm^' fergat ita unitiaaiiaaa 
foooaaaa ©f famlliirity, 

•It ia b«ni to laridojrataiid, hoa any ra«pi»a.il»la 'Organisation car 'tlnimctof, 

iniivldiial eim artiffMrt plaita whiali wooM daatvar er ttaaai^ ttia rara dUalitiaa 
ol* ralioa or .aaaraM Itaar «mI £»• !»« Blim Fnrlc* 

•T«t tfewpa Km pwtpi -noftUit to \mm a twiiiia' b^iilt aoroaa tlia antrMiMa to 
ianaraM "Brnf aa tte attslaat UMijr of antiaios anra toariata^ to driva iroiiifiil 
%hm 'lalca* 

*'tha raaaomlitg,|. of ootiraaf ia 'tliat irltb mmc* towiLata tiMKra will toa mra 
b^aalnesa and. aora iicMMjf to W .nania •a.rvittg than. Tha f aot ttia propoaad brldga 
'HoiLid dKBtaga flia Stata IWk' oavaralj and mur 'tha natural 'baatity of tha Imj 
appantdtlj iniaaiia little to thaaa grotipi* 



BMk»i f«r ili«* P*rk li wtmrn vaOxMrn %Am& »>.li.l||i «p««l hls^nv ^*n<* 1^ **» 

WUgu <*■« welBt, ia» mm HA mrUixaj wmJOA «wt qmiaify ■• oo«: of 1*« 

Ij»i ii« ©aplfflwi thi« thottght • Mttl^ furthnr. «fe*t 1* t*» afftiet m PwHc wluM 
of tt torielf* It tl» •Btwmiot t® SMwald 'iar wafl tbi apprwM* on a iwn' l«w«»3«v«l 

mnU mm— B, L« iliwi and HmmrmM Bagr St*to Parlwt 

AialMt * baoiaiMip «f A.l|iliit p^akM of tl» Idfty 3'lj«mi i«iMil*t B, L, iXiwi «*1 
fa^rnljd Bay 3t«t« Paii^i pwr»«rw for palslia 'sjiw »iid •njayiMMit idlAa «»f tlw «o«t 
vwiile 9iMtm af LUm TaiN»« miii i« (M of tiMi wtolirattfl bmndar itpot* w>t miiy 
•of C«lifowil« tottt of 'ih* aatloii. For' 'tfeia »«iKm ooii»«rtmtl<» or|»iali«fcl«i» «i«l 
iminamlM Mm apprnm^ 'ttwi pnpmUl f or » ikbw Ibw-IotoI kl^Bomr aM^ tl» brlilglng 
of iMiraM ftay. On a atwlairtito msA Mtioiial l»«i:i« ti»«j hjort takia Urn pmi%lm^ m 
hm tlM. Cailff3m.ia. Stat« Burlc Connimiocty that all otiior 'pomlibilitloa for WHrwiiii 
iM iHMi'da of higjttitar tr*tffio ah^owM \m inUy aaepXotwS teofow «^*Offl oon«ld«rin« ttsa 
dofttOMiiitit of IteraM Bmy and 'thO' two State Pwridi, 

HI* haw bad. r«|paat«(l r»5p»»t« for a •ta:lMUMai»i of tstm Park potot of iriaw, *»» 
0f t*ia obJa«tlom «iiit *mi» baan raia«i .agaiiJiiit a lon-lawl Tma» arat 

1, Tha aisproaiAaa to^ a hvUm •croiw tiMi iiarr«a« of mmraM lay wooW 
das'tenxr a ■am mmMpmmA m Vm mmW hty iliora« ^ihioaaM of itwip,^ roelQr 

taarain, altajinatiw ailia* for roloaation of tha mob. naadwl otansUsf 
faoilitiaa art imawallalila* 

2, Atrnt'lm Uml rowte wmU himob 'botto. ■|»ajftai. with an mtpmrnm^^ 

tnakljig «xti<aiaa:i3r dif f laim actainiatratioKi of tlia araa tm raoraatiwtal 
pttrjjoaaa. fhm j»ol»3*a of ndlaa, ••(ja«lally trm i»mnr$ faata*' uowing 

tanwka, in ■eloaar proBiUdti' to all irioraatioisal 4»ml0pmmtM wottM daatroar 
t(i* raatfkiljaaM of ttto oaM|>grO'UQila« 

3, A l«»*r.-lii»l 'riwat*, .inolttdlni ttia imm ««*•» filli, awi a WMm, w®«*M 

•CM aiiothar |irowdJi««t mm^ to ,*tea ao«ai» lamJUwapa, and ttiatmfiira iio«»3J •n«.iitS'3« 
iiJwaraW :iay nitii a ring of bullitea«l hllUrMiw nMMi imold protteta aASitioiial 
•liites* 

lu Tha. praaart fel#-l»i»al road, providta tha moit a«««ti« rim of all Ulm fahoa 

and SaiaraM ,aay. FraaaiwUon of ttila pwi of CaXifomia and Sairada aowiary 
;la of ptiblie iittaraat to tita Stata. and l4atlon. 

5. :StjgiB««ra ar« prmA of ymir |wofaaa.iott and it hm baan da«o»»tr»t«l in tha 
wwt that* f imm a«io«# •aooajr, tiiay oa» «a<it IM oiiallaiifa iwwilwd ia dawiaiag 
m ,i«prow8i«M»nt of th* aKJ«tliig ft>tita, aakinf it mf* for raaaoaabla apaad for 
throii«b traffic m mil aa for tfea «i||itaaara idio wmpatim tim biOlt of tha trainal.. 
i3«l,iforaia»« ©»tdo«r i?a«Paa*i«Wil. opiwrtunltiaa mm mm ooonon i a all y laportant 
ono«gti to bo cwiia'lili.i!iwl on, a par In 'iiaportanoa with othar faetOOTi in rwatlnf 
of iroada. 



6« Timm mr^m uadtr tSm prottt'eilon of %km Stait Park Sjmttm «rt protatotliig 
at :i«i«1> o«M» uMiU. portion of tbm «iit:ijr« tihemtlixi» of Laktt TaiMMi titma. orbaixL* 
iM:ti«A wKi o«iiiiiiMi«.ialJ^ full •«iftlii Imnd-iist and tovtinf irtiMt:|j»« aani' iMMf iMing 
oontiMwpXiitwl 'lux • prcwtiiwiit fimidttieii to larotttttt 'tte entdiKir rwiiarwiilonal 
quit.lit.l6« iKbi#i mm rmpMlj' <^:lMmgip»mt'iXig ^^i^- tint Liilc# TaiiicMi jkewa* 

7 . tlripMi^ in :»vltilft|; tiiis 'traf fLi» pt'i^tmm «tan .in no naj ba g^ara4 to tlia 
dawlopMaat of a faistir routt for iu»oaii« to ^tim W'iatar Oljfapiaf at Sqitwr 'ValXajr^ 

fur it .is tomm ttwt naitltar a nair rmita war iatprovaiiint of ibt ancliitiiif rwita 
ou im mmmpliM^mi. hy 1961* 

I« I taiNi M»ti<omi4| ttiara 1« aaotlhtr 'pr«if*«NMa. •• and. one ii.liiiih tiui diviaiact of 
m^mkMm a«t Parka .fairar nmnr •trongSy* ami tiiat i« to ijaprova tlia aooo.itt high laval. 
routo and turuial ttarougti that alida araa 'tliat fcariMnt eloeora of tha road dorti^ tha 
wintar .iwm'tlia* I«t m dtrm a fow ewnpariaima with raaiMMSt to tiw tvo |sref>o«ia3jii 

1. cloth ilia loM^olamil routa witiri tiia Ixridip mod tha bigh-lwuttl 
aeanio myitt witli a tttnttpi ara fa'aaibla. 

2. Tha UsUJl milm imrolvad for tha law lava.l irouta ia 5«78* For tha 
hi|{h»li»inil aeactlit 'routa la 7«72 «r t«03 adciitiiiiwl nilaa 'Ovior tlia 
laar lairal routa* 

3. tha coat? iaaad on two laiaaa only ia 'Ili.jy6l5f 000 .for tha Xaw*laD«l 
oatlxata* :R.oM:alwr9 Uiia ia 'haaid onlf on tha two lanaa • not for tNa 
four iMWi ifhiob ia f»ttipoaaKl for 'latar ooaatrwtion.* For ttia hii^-laval 
aoaAla routa7 UylTOyOOOf vhiA. indiaataa a aanliic «tf IBJiSyOOO. Tha 
«oat of ootutraetlon tandR to ba an iifMrtaat 'po^int in. thia ooatrovaray* 
Comiiktr 'tbia • f • frad .illa«pkMaf.||| .iiaaiataat liirimtm't Bapartiaant of Fuhlla 
'(forka, atatad on Vmtmmey 6, 1939 'that tha &ivia.lon of lliilanijni W'lll 

.Mita .iatpro'veM'ttt of ll^CiOOyCXJO in tha 'praa«»t hi|jh*laval routa aiwan If tty 

law^laiwil laraiattt i» alit .raaHiMNi* ^Thtai, the traa ©oat of a krnml md 

ipproaohaa wmM ha ealar f |»770«'000« 

J*. VhAt ia ittfolfed in that (ew«iatrwittti«in of both of tliaaa pro|ioaa.laf F'Srat, 
lit laa eonai:<lar m^ Urn low laml i»ro|>oaal. 

«• Sarth at'id .graval fill alcmg lalca fai-ioa front ixHrth. 'po.tot of .Sawrald 

'Bmj 'to 1.1 'ttilaa north bafara alignniaiit haaeto wmt through t^' 

Ottntar of tlMi' fmkm 
h. .'iarth. and graval fill alxmi lalca Tahoa from %bm s&uih poiut of 

iMir»M Bajr to Stat* Bark lina • 1IK30 ft* 
0. Cat e«mp'iata3^ viriin tiwiMKr foraat north: |K»iJnt of .taarxild Bay, 
d. Cttt HiS' filtti ft. of ri#t of wajjr. 
a.« Tha brii.ga will ha kQ t%» vida^ .HtlO ft« Iwan;, 5iO ft* abova 

watar^r ttmnaetiinc ^^^ fill, .!9Q ft* hi^h.^ 120 ft* wida (aliilim} 

.for ISOO ft* 'wrth .fsroia that point* 

GtRtp-arv 'tli:ia to tha ' pOT qa o a wd high^laifwl .aflNaaie rotcta • 

a, io .fill* 

h« Ifo appre'ttiii>l« ehaop fron .praaaiit aligKawtat. 
e« Tuirial>4K»r<a (IJQO .ft«.) hiddan trtm^ viaw* 
d« "mjmt evtta inland waat of l>* &• iliaa State fmek m tha 
'MNT alignmant* 

Uhat wants oitti. ba aaidf 



In ocmoluwloiiii,, .l«t m Imvm 'Ut.!* yMwiilit witl'i jwi • 

Uriitiiic <Kf h:is Jflinrt «l#t of LhJe* faJMWji Marfc twidn mtliM 

'"!!'• ijMktei (mi, and »t Ijuit tlw l«ic» lQi«Br«t 'vipan iw, « msbl* Ateiit 

of blm im^rm*mmU»d in 'br « river of imiiH^ljul pMim thct i«M»i<«<l 

:al0fi full 1*000 fMit lti#Mr atlU* k§ i% laj third with tlm ^iriuuloMi 

of ti'w :w»iMt«:iMi larilJJUiitly' pitot^fvaif^^ 'Wpen It* ttill intrfiM*, I 

ili«3ti«ht it iRtuii •aroly bt tlM» f«tir««t plotiuM tti« wkol* •artki •fforfta'.*." 



Sfeonlng of .ii:i»,, •Culifcmi* UoUMf, 



Stet# Faiic. Smgwr II 
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S-apei-lnteridentj District 3 

Park Surter^isor - Brannan lelaad Stste Park 



Suh'.'-.ci Pre seritati^^^ of Talk ami Showing of Sta-te Park Film, 
Sierra Glob - Tehipite Oiaptar 



-resno, Galiioraia on .Psbroary 17, 195?, at 0:CK} P.M. 

The 'f-ro-TajSi waB conducted ia thr$e seetioiwi 1. TeH;:., "Tte 
Sffect on Park f&luefi of tb« Prc^osed Lo^-lewl Eout© ftiroagh 
iSrFiersld Baj- and 11. L. .Eliss St&te Parks" {3aa«d on facts^^ 
satTOlied by our Saorai^sto office). 2. Shoring of tim fiXn-;, 



''CalifGriiis MQlMay** . 






ijiieetion and answer period., 



Tlie recetstion of tliis talk by a crowi that filled. ormT a^U of 
■u.u* Cnint" Schools J:i-iiils.iiag ^uditorii^n: was Te.ry gretif/xrig. 
Perhans tne iriost gratif^rlng aapect was at the conclufiion of the 
oresentation, ihe majori.ty of the audiene« separated Into 
disc-ussion ip-oisp-s ead contiR-a«<l MkLng qtseetians until a^ter 
lis 00 ^#*'. 

It Fould be int©restiiig to note that 1 received no direct or 
uidirect indioatioJiS foXlcfsring the w-esentation tb.at anyone 
T.rr83fc-nt considered the low-lsjvel pi^ossl in fe^or over tne 
alternate hi^^-level soanic route. 



r^ark 3u.perviBor, 

Briinriai! Islaac Etate Park 



cej M» r', whit^taker 



attaeb , 



THS IFFBGT m PAlK YkWES OF THE PROPOSED 

lar-ffim im mm 

EMffiAU) MY AMB D. !» BUiSS OTATE P^B 

lesterday, ay District Stqaerintendent, Clyde Sewlin, called me into his office 
and said, ^Bob - inaaauc* as you were tl»e first Eaager assigned to Eraerald Bay 
State Park, I would like you to drive to Fresno toraorrcw to shew 1die new Park film 
and preaent a talk regarding l^ie proposed bridge aaross -ttie mouth of Emerald Bay." 

Now, most of my talks haTre been given in a njountain setting to groups of campers 
enjoying a blazing caffipfire. Tonight, of ooiiree, we ean»t have the caiapfire, 
but the t«^3^ is one ttoat is vital •to evsry&^e interested and ytho has a ke^ 
appreciation fOT the natural beauties of our state. The natural scene of our 
state is a heritage that you and I can be jastifiabay prot:^. 

First of all - by a show of hands - hosr many of you have vjusited afraid B^ 
at Lake T^oe? Ifcat's woiKierful - alaost e-\reryone here in the auditorium. lou 
can then appreciate the ma^iificent setting of &Mralxi Bay and D. L. Bliss State 

Parks. 

As you kno» - the Division of Beaches aad Parks is ^dicated to providing a Public 
Service. One of our responsibilities is preserving the natwal scene in our State 
Parks. We are faced at tto present tiro •with a proposal to cut a highway thro^ 
two of our iBost beautiful parks and have a low level bri<%e erected across the 
mouth of Emerald Bay. 

% purpose tonight is simply to put before jon sms of the effects on the Park 
•values to this paroposal. 

Let m read an editcrial from your own newspaper, the Fresno Bee t 

Priceless Asset 

"In an article in life laagaaine, D, L, Bliss State Park at the mouth 
of Emerald Bay at Lake Tahoe is deservedly included as one of the 50 
most beautiful camping places in ■fee United States. 

"Lake Tahoe itaalf is known imi-^rsally as one of the world's great 
beauty spots, liMWii^ people living in thiJB area inay fca-get its uniqueness 
because of faiailiarity. 

"It is hard to uiKlerstand how any responslbls organization or thinking 
individual can si^^ort plans which would destroy or daiaa^ -fee rare qualities 
of Tahoe or afraid Bay ssd 5, L, Bliss P«?k. 

"Yet ttiere are groups working to have a bridge built across the enta:'ance to 
Srorald Bay as the easiest way of enticing lajre tourists to drive around 
the lake* 

*The reaeoniog, of course, is that -with mcnre tourists there vill be More 
business and mare •maaiss to be made serving •theai. Bie fact the proposed bridge 
would daaage ttie State Parfc severely and mar the natural beauty of the bay 
apparently means little %o these groujas. 



-Ikiliditensd self intereet should tell tiiam a cammnt mxch. m Life «agaaine 
makes for Bliss Park is more valtiatol© than & hi#i speed ^gw«y. And if toe 
bridge did exist, the BliM Park certainly woxad not qualify as one of the 
nations SO most beautiful casi^ing spots." 

Let us e^q^lore this «io^t a little ftirther. T^t is the effect c^ JSN^f^ 
of a bidSe at the entranee to aasrald Bay and ihe approach on a m« 1cw-2^tb1 
route across D. L. Bliss and Esierald Bay State Parks? 

Against a bactairt^ of Alpine peaks of the lofty Sierra Nevada, 2. L. Bl^ ^ 
^rald Bay State Parks j«^aerve for pid»lic iise ^^^^°^}J^'' ^^^^^^ 
sSnic shores of Lake Tahoe. This is one of the celebrated bewifey sp«'*f «°^ ^ 
:rSJi?S St of the nation. For ms x^ason °«7»^ifS^S^tS*^^i^ 
^iriiJidiials ha^ opposed the proposal for a new Im-lMrml hi^aiay and the telfiging 
of ^^Ba? r^^teiriTLi national basis they haw t^ea the P^^«^^ 
hL^ CaliSnia State Parte QmmiMUlm, that all otiier possibilities for serving 
IZ needSlfSSay traffic should be f^ e:^lored before e^n considering the 
defacement of Emerald Bay and the ^o State Parks. 

Me have had repeated requests for a ^^*«^^ °^„^^^f i!^^"^ J^f* ^ 
of the objections that have been raised against a law-level rout« aret 

1. The approaches to a bridge across the narrows of a^erald ^^°^ 
tstroT a S caapgroand on the south bay shore. Because of steep, rocky 
SJS, Xm^^sites for relocation of the m^ needed camping 
facilities are unavailable. 

i^ restfxilness of the eaKpgroui^. 

3. A low-level route, deluding i*e huge cuts, ^^^^ «?J * ^J'^f^i^cle 



slides . 



ThP. nresent hiA-level road provides the most scenic view of all Lake Tahoe 
^rSrSy. tei^^tSn of this gem of California and lievada scenery 



and Sinerald Bay. ^ ^ « x^ ^ 

is of public interest to the State and Nation. 



cno^ to be considered on a par in ijJBpcrtance ^xih other factors in routing 



of roads. 



6, These areas under the jH"otection of fcb® Stat© Park Sjntmi are perotecting 
at least on© small portion of the entire sh«r«line of Lake Tahoe frcac urbani- 
sation and ccmmrclsllasi. Full scale land-use and soning studies am now being 
eontatii^jlated by a prominent foundation to protect Ibe outdoor reGi*©atlonal 
qualities ^ich sre rapidly disappearing fnwn the Lake Tahoe area. 

7. urgency in settling this traffic protol^a can in no way be geared to the 
develofsaent of a faster route for access to the li^ inter Olympics at Squam Valley, 
for it is kn<»ra -Uiat neither a new route nor laiprovwaent of the existing route 
can be accoi^lished 1:^ 1961. 

As I have ineationed, there is another proposal - and one which the Division of 
Beaches and Parks favor veiy slaror^ply, and that is to iraprove the scenic higji level 
route and tumwl through tiiat slide area that fcartma cl^Bure of the road during ti^ 
win^e^ months. Let wb draw a few c©H5)arisons with respect to the two proposals j 

1, Both the Icsf-lfivel route with the brid^ and the hi|^-level 
scenic route with a tum^l are feasible. 

2, The total miles involved for the low level route is 5.72. for the 
hi^-level scenic route is 7.72 or 2.03 additional miles over the 
lew level route, 

3, The cost? Based on two lanes only is $lt,6l5,000 for iiie low-level 
estismte, Ra^Mber, this is based only on ttie two lanes - not for the 
four lanes which is proposed fOT later construction. Far the hi^-level 
scenic route? |3,770,CX>0, which indicates a saving of $BkS,<X^» The 
cost of construction tends to be an iMportant point in this conia-oversy. 
Consider this - T. Fred Bagshfflir, Assistant Director, Department of Public 
Works, stated on February 6, 19S9 that the Division of Highways will 
make iBsprovefflent of |1,{XJO,000 in the present higji-level route even if the 
law-l^vel projeet is also reaXiaed. "naus, the trais cost of a tiainel and 
approaches would be oniy #^,71^,^)60. 

k. What is invxjlved in the construction of both of these proposals? First, 
let us oonsideo" on3y "Uoe low level proposal, 

a. Earth and gexvel fill along Lake Tahoe from north point of fiaerald 
Bay to 1,1 Biles north before aligmaent heads west through the 
center of ti» Fark. 

b. Earth aiKi gravel fill along Lake Taiioe from the south point of 
Emerald Bay to State Park line - 1800 ft. 

c. Cut coiwsletely virgin tiabar forest ncrth point of fiaerald Bay, 

d. Out lii2 plus ft. of ri^t of way. 

e. The bridge will be I$0 ft, wide, liao ft, long, 5to ft. above 
water, ©SM^etiag wi^ fill, 5© ft. hi#i, 350 ft, wide (jfsiniBjaBi) 
for 15CX3 ft, nartii tram, that point. 

Gottost© this to the proposed high-level scenic route - 

a. Ko fill. 

b. Ko ^preciablc change from present alignraent. 

c. Tunnel-bore (13(» ft.) bicUleB from view, 

d. Minor cuts inland west of D, L, Bliss State Park on the 
new n1 1 gnmaat , 

¥hat laope can be said? 



IB conclusioa, Ijet lae leave this thou^t with you - 

^itlBg of kis first sigjit of Lake T&hoe, Mark Twain saidi 
"We plodded on, and at Imt tlse lake barBt vipGn u8, a noble sheet 
of blua water... wallBd in by a xiTer of sacw-clad peak* that tcwered 
aloft full 3,000 feet higher still. As it lay thaz^ irith IdM ahadowe 
of the «3uatains la-illiantly i^otographed vap&n its stiH stirface, I 
thought it must Biarely be the fairest pietare the whole earth affords. 



n 



Showing of Film, "California Holiday* . 



Presented byi Robert 7. Hiller 

State Park Hanger II 
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2-B-THEFRESNOBEE \ 

Fresno, Cal., Tuc, Feb. 17, 39 



Tahoe Span 
? Issues Are 

n 

d Parley Topic 

The issues involved in the 
proposed construction of a 
1,410 foot low level bridge 
across Emerald Bay at Lake 
i Tahoe will be discussed to- 
; night at 8 o'clock at a meet- 
ing of the Tchipite Chaptfjj- 
of the Sierra Club. | 

The meeting will be in thej 
Fresno County Schools Ad-;|^ 
' ministration Building audi-|^, 
torium at Mariposa and M'^, 
I Streets. i 

i The sneaker will be Robert || 
,c Hiller, an official of the D. L. i^ 
^. Bliss Memorial State Park at^ 
■e Lake T?hoc, one of two state; 

- parks the proposed bridge and 
r connecting highway would bi-; 

' sect. 

- The public is invited. 

The bridge is being op-' 
'I: posed by the Sierra Club be- 
*: cause it would cut a six mile ' 
■swath thnraBb-' th^-Bltss -and ; 
Emerald Bav State Parks. . 



TtlE SACR AMENTO BEE, THURSDAY, FE BBUAEY 19, 1959 

^P3n Is Cdkd 
Cosfe Roiife 

chLT ~ "•""" Miner, 

™'f' "■»«" of staw park. 

shows a ini. I - ' "*sts 
across the h«v , ^''^^^e 

more than m w ^°"^^ ^°« 
prespnt k u"^°^^™^Z'ng the 
present high level route 

Hiller sDokp Tf ^ 
«^ the TehinL rt ™^'""S: 

,r,r""'»» ="' » a" Lt; 

thebnJse '^ " W»=ii to: 



Ma-Brid^^a>^sTo^-vel Bridge 
Would Ruin Emerald Bay, 2 Parks 



level bridge across the moutt D u a ^^ ^_^.^^ 

of Emerald Bay ^^ Lake State ^a^ ^^ construct a 
Tahoe without frrst ef^^^^VUwo lane low level all year 
ing every possibility of an «1- tYJ>J,^"%„ ^^ route, 
ternate route would be ^n .highway ^^^^ ^^^^^^ 

unforgivable mistake. ... j^ j^ be the solemn 

This stat«nent was m^deUsn ^^ ^^^.^^^^^^ 

today by A s s e m b 1 >'Tn * ^l °°"8''^ ^ employe to conserve 
Thomas J. MacBnde (D) ^^^J ^'ect California's price- 
S^STl Srl3.terr;^i?e"st Ural beauty and assets 




tea. . _. 

"The high level view of Em- 
erald Bay is such an asset. 
It is acclaimed by naturalists 
and commercial photogra- 
phers fro m all over thewot:ld 
Contin ued onjpage A6, colyS 

IS Plan! 
For Tahoe Bridge \ 

Continued from page 1 j 
as one of the most gorgeous' 
ilake and mountain views to: 
ibe had in the United States.; 
1 "If ruining the view of 
Emerald Bay isn't enough, 
the low level bridge would 
also spoil two other irreplace- , 
able natural assets of Cah- ; 
ifomia: namely, Emerald Bayj 
jPark and D. L. BHss Park m\ 
I which the state has invested | 
: almost $2,000,000. i 

I High Speed Highway . 
' "These parks have been! 
i recognized jiationally as two ; 
■' of the finest in the country, ; 
lyet in the interest of moving! 
I traffic faster through a parti 
: of our .state that people come ; 
ifrom all over the world tO| 
I slow down and enjoy, the^ 
proponents of the bridge; 
would run a high speed high-i 
way through these wonderful ; 
recreational areas. 

"I don't think these parks; 
or Emerald Bay are ours toi 
fool around with. They belong | 
to the entire state and nation! 
and it is our obligation to save; 
ithem for the enjoyment of fu-i 
jture generations just as we; 
j saved our giant, historic red- 
i woods." 

1 The Berry resolution has 
; been approved in the state 
I senate and is pending before; 
I the assembly rules committee. 
Committee Members 
Members of the rules com-: 
raittee are Assemblymen Al- 
len Miller (D), Augustus F.: 
Hawkins (D) and Charles J. 
Conrad (R), all of Los An- 
geles County; Richard T. ■ 
Hanna (D) of Orange Coun- 
ty; Eugene Nisbet (D) of San 
; Bernardino County; Jack 
^Schrade (R) of San Diego: 
County and Harold T. Sedg- 
wick (R) of Butte County. 



December 10 9 1908 

Mto T„ F. B&gshaws ChalrreaB III-ED-38-B 

ana Msiabeps of the Emerald Bay 

Califc^mia Highway Coraajlesion 



This report suppleKients the report- dated October 18, 
19^7, with respect to the d©T©lopment of State Highway Route 38 
for all-jear travel along tiie viast side of Lake Taho© in the 
Tlcinitj of Bmerald Bey^ AttGchsd for your con¥sniane© is a 
vicinity aap showing th© geiwral locetior-; of the area inTolvad» 

Aa stated in the October l8j, 29S7.> report^ Mro Arthur B. 
Cleaves., Profeissor of Geology at Washingtoa Uni varsity j, St.. LouJEc 
MIbbotitIi, was engaged to aegis t In luterpr'©t,-ing the restilts of 
field .espdoration^ and tc make an incleparideiit study of possible 
high-le-^el or low-level &ll-yesr roiitingp. A copy of Dr. Cleaves « 
reports dated October 3s 1907s was iHcludec ae an attachn^nt to 
the report to Hie Highway Coraniission. Th© eonclusions reached 
in the r^eporl of October 18, 195T» based both upon th® ressialts of 
the Division's studies and the flndir^s of Dr. Cleaves w©r©si 
brief ly» to the ©ffeot that? 

i,: A low«leTel rovjte including a bridge across the 
rasuth of ISraarald Bay is fefisible. 

2c Snowsheds at tivs elide locatioii is-ould offer no 
positive proteotion to traffic on a high-level 
route.., beeeus© of the questlon&tle stability of 
the srea. 

2^ A turrnel ttirough the slide ri-sp ric-rth of Bay ¥lew 
Rest is foaaibl®! howe'^erj. tlis matter of winter 
snow remDfal along the north side of EmeraMBay 
Mould remain e.s a problem InsoirRr as a high-letfel 
rout© i s CO ncer=i3© d . 

Fxirther iatrestlgetion of this latter feature was coa"» 
fcide;re2 necessary, and it mep pecoiQm.endsf! that the studies be 
ooii"Binued to dstenain© wliettior- it is practiGEi to constriiot 
and mBlntaln an all -year aigh-le'^'el rouise along the i^srth side 
of iSmeralfi Bey. Thia recJOSBiaeDdg tion vbb ep proved by ragc;-lution 
of tas Gfelifomle Hlgnway Co::msiEsion. da-:,s<ci October 22, 1957 » 



My-c 1. P.. Bag3h£.w -2- 

Calif oroia Elgbx.&j ConmiEslon 



Deeerab&Z' iOp 1958 



II „ STUPY .gFi_WIST£R, CQWDXTIOIS 

Subsequent to tiie first report feddltionel studies 
were undertaken with particul.ar attention 'being given to winter 
road conditions and fee probleiar involved In keeping the present 
highway open along the north sice of Ekrjerald Bay» A similar 
investigation wss nmde with respect to a possible low-level rout® 
as wello 

Th®s& studies t. which are suimaari»0d in the attached 
Appendix ''A^ji indicate that; 

1, A low-level rout© utilizing e bridge across the 

mouth of Eiwrald Bay could be satiefac-torily maintained 
as an all-weatherj. all-year highviay* 

2.. Inaofar as a hi^-level ro'ute 1« conc©mecl» corrective 
me&mxr&Si, such as combing fee s^ock slops* on the north 
side of Eneralc Bajj, might redace the amovrnt of 
rock fall during the spring thaw.,, silthoiigh toe re would - 
still remain some risk in thic regard. An even mora 
serious consideration is th© haEe..?*d of avalaneheSo 
which >rill continue tc exist at th© kriown nlide Iocs- 
tlonsj, for which it iff bel*®fed tliera 18 no practical 
solution. Consequently^ tiiere cat:! b® no guarantee fchat 
this road could be kept open year=rotmd. 

■^^■.I- CQMIWlSQj? JF__.4LTgRlATgS 

The two alternate ilnes cciiBlderaS ere shown ok th© 

attached pz^jeot map (Exhibit I], and are described briefly as 
follows J 



Alternate "A"., th 
T«illfiie Greeks heads it 
tiirough Eaerald Bey St 
Bay with a l„i|.10-foot 
tinaes northerly into 
steap cliffs on the we 
the existing alignment 
of the siorth to under y 
d©v93.op©d to i4.«laiie dl 



® low-level routes begins at 

a aorthe-riy direction^ passes 
ate Park aiid crosses Eaierald 
bridge &% Lts mouth., It oon° 
Bliss State? Park,, followa the 
St eide of Lake Tahoe to Join 
appr'oxlas.t.ely l/2-rEile north 
of the pai--k=. This line can be 
■rided expressway standards. 



Alternate "A" pagaes; '^irDugi... estlstlng oampgrounda 
and from field inspection it appears thet th© affected 
facilities are not exienulve^. and that reasonable 
adjuetmants can be made. J?urth®.r discus slons and 
negotiations with the Divlwlof:. cf Bftsfsfaea and Parks 
would be n©c®s«ai'y in thle r&gard.. 



i'lr. T. F,- Bagshaw =3- Decsicber 10. 195^ 

and ¥i&mb€-TB 

Cal5.fonii£ Highwaj eoismisslon 

A rurther refinement o.f Alteme.t6 "A",, which 
would pKSTld© s more direct rci;;tlag between CaBcads 
Cr®©k and a point on the esieting high-way rai&ey 
■batwaen T&jlor Creek and T&ll&c Cr©«k|, wa« coneid« 
©i»©dc "[Kiis W5uld save appi^xlaately oii©-hEif mile 
in distancei howeverj, thie altesmate «>uld not 
provide as aatiefaetoi'j ser-rice to the present horn® 
and carapeit© development along the ssouth and westerly 
Bide of tti® existing hi^way. This alignment was 
also coneidered disruptive to pleiaiBd parx deveiup- 
^nt through the Tallec Creek areaj, and was con- 
sequently ©liminEtftd tTom further oonBideretion,-. 

Alternfite "B" begin® at the sam® polrtt in the 
ilelnity of Tallac Cre-ek end gone rally fiollowB the 
existing aligra»nt to the arid, cjf tt),e prcjcict, at 
one»ha3,f .mile north of Bliss Etet® Park. MeJoi'^ 
reaXignaient ireuld be necegearj st the 'bfeglisning of 
the project from Tmlltc Cre-ek t-o Bay flew Re&t,, 
A 130G"foot tiiraiely conforming geae rally to the 
reeommendetioiis eoiitEined In Dr-r Cleairee' report 
would 'be utilised tr, the Bllm sree... lew altgu.- 
aient Is also proposed &t th« m^iut aprthtrly lv7' 
Kile pc^rtion of tt.Q projecs frt>m approximately the 
soEth entranoe of Bliss Statt Paj^k to the end ef th® 
project. Itil© change in '^e preesnt alignnieiit would 
b© QfeceESferf to obt&iE an Ps^oceptabl® grade standartv. 
Altennete "'B" le not fcdc-ptablfe to i|.-lan© -sonBtmiction. 

Comp&r&tive angineerixig and ec5oriomic. date, pertinent 
to eeob of 1±3.© lines is es followt: 

Alfcsrog*;e ''A'^ Altera&te "E^ 

length 5-72 EiJ..lei 7-75 tsdlm ■ 

£stlaat«.d Average ADT 1965 2,525 Z-tS^S^ 

Total Goat $k,Sl^.000 |ii,T70.,000 

20-Xeep Oaer SaTlngE #9,613^119 13^752.390 

Pyfesent im a957) - P^IOQ 

Bm^eT AI:T {1957/ — J^OO 

Ta© forcjgoing estimate of ooer; for Alv®JTi6te '^A^' 
Is "tRteci or 6i 32-fc.ot cll-p£vf»d rc»ea#ftT jse'Stion wl.t;c a l,l|,10- 
foot; by LO-foot bridge ecroEs the mc-ith of Qaer-ald Bey, 






Zje~(j>vm--v 10 . .: ?5'> 



The Bstlti&te of ctu? t i'op Ait.fernete "B'' ts besed on 
g 32-foot aii-pe^ea section wltia a 130C--foot; by 28-'foot 
tuiMseil utidsr th© elide htbb . 



There is a grett amiund for^ ccnBtniotlon of an rII- 
•tree,r roufce on the -west side of ':^k© faiK»e. As U.S. Highways 
40 mnd 50 are liaprcTed t-o fras^way etanfiards to meet the needs 
of expan^iLngpspulEtloB ead tmffio^ the 3-8 i*lil ba an inc«eese'd 
deraaiid. to ksep Rout© 38 cpffii el>. yeer along "^le west aids 
of Lfcka Tabots, 



'Cm the bests of eaglrsisertng 
iil-oeT'EEfca is unquettlonfetoij siips-srloy ,. 
t-ioxiSSi. conetrtietioii cost. a;:id h.-grway 
this rout-a. 



criteria fee low'-ls^el 
and 6C5onom5..c fjoneilera- 
u&«.f->B8-silrigs also favor- 



The ittoit Import-aKt aOiistddratioti, how©?"©?, is that 
e.Il--;-t:&r oj«r&tlon can be pr^'itied aloin;;; the lo^'-leTe-l r-owte 
with' refescQEbl© csi-telritrf,, whila suen ceaaot be said for 
development lilong tb© a1 t;er3s-G6 h.igh--li-i7©i rout©. 

The iov(«IeT--©l 2»out;© eiso pans, t-s altimat© expantiorj 
io U-l&ri£« ejrpi»t.sewi.y stej:jdRf'ds to eoKfo-'s «,o planned develop- 
a3®a,t nor Mb. and south of Biaseeld Baj. Or; '::.q other aendj a 
I,-- lane cla7€>lepaeriti aloag: tlia high-li?el rtj^ts fet Ssspeie Baj 

is iiappaatieal. 



Ls p '^'i 01' sir 



' ,^if- ..ei-€ .o-.t... et this iOftttf,-. ce- ').j; 
•.;ie it.2.t :'...*: yt^. r* '>et.i ite :) 'He .les.-* 
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^r- 31 tcrs' j 
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D©C6mt>fer 10, 195S 



Calilbraia Highway GomaiS.gstoa 



2<^ The,t farther consl deration bet gi-^en to the interim 
improTftmest Blong the gener&l locatloa. of the 
existing 2»lEn© highway betwe-an Tailac Creek and 
Bay View Rest* et an estiaiTxted cost of about 



f Original signed Q. T<, McCoy) 

Go T, McCOY 

State Highwaj BrigiKser 
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Appendix "A" 
Exhibit I 

Exhibits II througli vt 
CF ictupes^ 



STVlfl OF wIK?SR_^ COHDIT]:OHS AT EMBMLD MY 



To faeilitet® ^on the ground" Inspection^ a one-vj&i- 
2»oad was opened tteou®! the snow in March of this year (19$6) 
from BliBs Park to the 1955-5^ aajoj? slid© area south of 
Eagle PallB Cr©ek« Snov depths av-ereged from i^»l/2 feet at 
th© entrance to Blise Park to 5«l/2 f©®t at Eagle Palls. A 
snow siida about ll|.-f©©t in dep^h covered the road Just north 
of th© major ©arth and rcick slid© of 19?5-»56. The opoising 
of the one-way i^ ad r ©quired fo«r days., 

A glacial till extends from the vicinity of Eagle 
Palls Creek to appi»oxiniately 3/li of a mi,le north* Most of the 
eut«»b£nk through this area was ;vOui2d t<o be frozen and there 
wa® <»n8td.erable runoff between the 2X>edway and tftie top of th© 

cut. Although rock fall was not ©zcessive at the time of this 
inspectioaj, tfaere were numei'ous rocks up to two feet in diameter 
encount ej-'ad on tii.e. roadway. Then© onditions ere illustrated 
In the attached phctographs, SslaJblti} ^'^^.^A^HL" 

¥ithin G period ef two weeks Allowing tii© inspection^: 
the} area between iSe.gl© Palls Croek and *.© major slid© area 
to the south wae filled by six separate snow glides s thrs© of 
which ©xtjendsd acros® the 2«ad 'so the slope dOMi to E^rald 
Bey. Rie slides vb.tIb& in depth from 12 feet to 16 f©©t, 
Pi'etures of tsiese slidee. are inaluded in the attaohed Exhibit IV <, 

Further cbaeTt'atl,oriS were made diiring ttie latter part 
of April and the beglnnir^ ©f May when opsr-attons were undertaken 
to open thfc road to ail traffic. 

Several new ®iO»T slides were evident along th© portion 
from Eagle Falli Creek f50uth to the ma lor rock slid© area^ Th© 
largaat of these wExa about 30 faet la depth and 150 feet in 
lengths 

i.n E.»-i..artCh6 i>r major propori;ions fm.6 taken place some 
timm In --;>f11 in *±b srtifc sm&r Old Ylktngsholsi road E»rth of 
Eagle Ft Ir Tv i s\sXr'-iCh& heS knocked d<:>wn tr&et. and oon- 
tlnued R?3i;'B'. to *;r e sb< i-^e cf Sair&ld Baj^ It has been several 
years siace the l.hf.t &!: is ooourred at this loeatioai beoeus© 
of tt5.e L^Tsi-^tt^ -jS tii£ L-ralenchss wtiich have occurr-ads howaver^ 
it is potent,! 6:11. '. bs w: .»at aaowsllfi® ©;?•©& in th® lu, clnity^ and 
hiQ-ald. be t 3w>nEkiji ^,fcar•l^d vo winter opsr-Etlos.. 

Lfeje r-^ J I til WE8 obser^ec along the glS'Cl&l area 
tiorfc tf C- gZ e ^'••-'ilj ths;« ok any openings In prior years. Thl-B 
le beiifc i>til''io fcv cue In-^gely ts 'iixe reoori&tm^etloD. and n»-ia~ 
tenanc© if e hes'/ rook -^all along th© T.oe of th© eut bcnkj and 
to the £-::-•* the + %xiiig. jrie pest three jear-s the looae rock® 
hST® beei '-cibe: T;"cn ti.o cut bank during lii© openirig oi»rations. 



An iaspectlon cf the shoreline v&s alsso med« <S.ur*- 
ing tha opening period to deteraia© snow conditio ns along 
the poseible low-level K>ute.. It was foxmd thet the 
anow had maltsd along the edge of th® bay and the lake, 
m etown In Exhibits V m.d. YI, indlcBting feat miow removul 
«iuld be l9B© of s pj^bleffi along this line. Snow removel 
probieme through E-lles Stat© Park and through "^mf&lrl Bej 
State Park along a low-leT®! routs would bs quite eimilar to 
those on ether sections of Route 36 along the store of tb.e 
l&kQ» Th®r© are no avalanshft er-eae on tills portion^ snd 
the depth cf suq-w during the winter months is nowlnBl. .■ 
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1-. _^..;^.f.!GM---?'. Service Agreement: No. MR-106 

St. Louie, Missouri. 
October 3, 1957. 

Subjects Landslide, Emerald Bay, 
Lake Tahoe, California. 

To: Mr, G.T. McCoy, State Highway Engineer 

Att'n: Mr. F.N. Hveem, Materials & Research Engineer 

From! Arthur B. Cleaves, Consulting Geologist 

1.- INTROiJUCTION 

This report is the second made of the landslide area at the bead 
of Emerald Bay, on the west side of Lake Tahoe (T 13 N, R 17 E, Seo.28). 
A preliminary report was made as the result of an investigation conducted 
during the period July 23-24, 1957. Since that time certain core borings 
have been completed and a second field examination has been made, on 
September 23-24, 1957. 

On this second field investigation the writer was accompanied ty 
Mr, A.W. Root, Supervising Materials and Research Engineer, Mr, T.W. 
Smith, Senior Materials and Research Engineer, and Dr. Parker D. Trask, 
a consulting geologist frcan the University of California 

At the risk of being redundant several of the following paragraphs 
are more or less Identical with the preliminary report. This is done so 
that the reader will not have to refer constantly to the earlier report, 
2.- PURPOSE 

The purpose of these investigations has been to ascertain the feasibility 
of a safe, all weather route through the slide area utilizing either an 
open roadj one protected by a snow shed] or by the oonstruotion of a 1,100 
to 1,500 foot tunnel, A secondary purpose involved the praotioability of 
a "low-level" route close to the west shore of Lake Tahoe, and including 
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a bridge across the mouth of Etaerald Bay, 
3,- HISTORY AND AFPEiRANGE 

The first recorded movement of this slide took place late in the 
winter of 1953 > and the second, and major movement occurred in the 
winter of 1956. Because there are no Icnown witnesses to these slide 
movements the duration of each slide is a matter of conjecture. Never- 
theless, the general appearance of the slide mass and the details of 
these investigations sxiggest that at least the major movement was of the 
avalanche type. It is definitely NOT the typical simp type of slide 
characterized ty a semi-circular scarp at the head and an ero type slip- 
plane beneath. The movement was a sliding and tumbling one with no 
backward rotated, segmented units within the slide mass. 
4,- DEBRIS MANTLE AND MOVEMENT 

Because of the type of slide movements and these investigations 
it is considered doubtful if the debris mantle in the area above the 
prese«t roadway has a thickness of over fifty feet. Because of the var- 
iabilities in this tiiickness it is thought that an overall average will be 
between fifteen and twenty-five feet. Approximately 200,000 cubic yarda 
of debris are reported to have been removed in order to open the road aft^ 
the 1956 slide. This operation necessitated the creation of many "dozer" 
benches over the upper slide sxirface. The majority of these are sloped 
northward and today mask to a considerable degree the detailed directional 
courses of the debris "streams". 

5.- Below the highway the debris "cones" are largely veneered by the 
200,000 cubic yards of slide material cleared frcan the area above the road. 
Nevertheless, it is quite obvious that in its progress downslope the 
tianbling and sliding debris split, north and south of a "resistant" 
granite mass which may be observed as island-like masses just above and 
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just below the highway. These rock "islands" are severely shattered 
and superficially at least, disturbed, but nevertheless sufficiently 
firm to have split the avalanche and probably prevent a section of the 
road from having been carried away. A future slide movement might cause 
the failure and destruction of these "island" masses. 
6,- GEOLOGY 

The bedrock in place in the area of, and as debris within the slide 
mass consists of a mediisn-grained granite. This granite has been severely 
affected by tectonic (mountain building) movements related to the formation 
of the Lake Tahoe graben and the Sierra-Nevada Mountains origin. 
7»- %e rock at the head of IMeraid Bay is characterized by very severe 
faulting and Jointing. Accompanying the fracturing and slipping of the 
granite, "crtosh" zones developed between many of the Joints and probably 
also between scaae of the faults. Within these crushed zones weathering has 
facilitated the decomposition of the feldspar minerals in the granite so 
that in many places it may easily be excavated with a pick and shovel* ^Kbie 
entire nose of the mountain spur immediately south of the slide area is a 
large scale example of such deccmposition« Within this spur the planes of 
faulting and the master joint system may be observed and measured. Just 
north of the immediate slide area no -such crushed and decomposed zones 
exist except in a very minor degree. Consequently, in the slide area proper 
an intermediate condition exists where there are localized zones of solid 
rock, and crushed and decomposed rook. 

8,- The faults in the Emerald Bay slide area are undtOLating in character 
and vary in strike from N 45° W to N 59°W (vmcorrected for magnetic declina- 
tion). The dip of these faults varies frcm 34°NE to 43°NE. Within the 
slide area proper the planes of faulting pass beneath the "island-like" 
granite masses that split the evalanche of debris, hence one reason to 
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doubt their permanent stability and resistance against future movements. 
9.- The principal joints show a strike varying from N 68OE to N 75°E 
(uncorrected for magnetic declination) and a dip of 70° to 71° SE. 
10,- The measurements of the fault surfaces and the joints in the 
"island masses" within the slide area do not agree with the average 
measurements taken outside of the disturbed area, hence reason to believe 
these masses have been crushed and moved to some degree, by the slide 
forces. 

11.- These data demonstrate beyond any question of doubt that the slide 
debris rests on strongly faulted and fractured granite containing crush 
zones. Consequently, any tunnel operation, or rock baokwall and footings 
for a snow-shed will be in "blocky and seamy" rook with crush zones 
equivalent to (possibly) "running" ground, 
12,- SNOW SHED CONSTRUGTION 

The feasibility of constructing a snow shed in the slide area with 
any assurance of security is given less than a 50 - 50 chance of permewenoy* 
For reasons discussed below it is not recommended, 

13.- The only type of spow shed considered after the original investigation 
was more or less the Swi^s type. This involves a reinforced concrete 
structure, anchored to ^drock both through the footings and along the baokwall. 
The roof is a reinforceji, prestressed concrete slab IncliJied about 15° 
downslope. It would be Jnantled with soil overburden of a minimum thickness 
of about 5 feet. In addition, because of the roadway width, a row of center 
supportewould be necessary. In addition the backwall of the shed would have 
to be bolted to rock and the rock itself would have to be rook-bolted 
because of its faulted and fractured condition. Considerable excavation 
into the rock would be required and this to a depth insuring firm rock 

beneath the mantle of slide debris,. In addition, it is believed that 
the slide debris above the road would have to be cleared to an average 
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depth of about 12 feet and this might sost as much as $4.00 per 

cu. yd,, providing that a contractor would bid on it« Assuming 

that sound rock is present, and that no unforseen complications 

develop, the slide debris excavation vovild amount to some $600,000 

and the snow shed excavation to maybe $50,000 more* Hence, $650,000 

is spent before the snow shed is built. The latter mi^t bo built for 

0300,000 but for the fact that complications are present strongly 

indicating that the northernmost 100 feet of shed has less than a 

50 - 50 chance of surviving another major slide* 

L4**- In this 100 foot section which we call the "chute area", station 

248400 to 249400, a great mass of slide debris ftmneled downward in the 

1956 slide* It is bounded on the north side "bsr large expanses of 8mooth| 

steeply dipping fault surfaces, and on the south by the upper, so-oalled 

"stable island". Recent debris from higli up on the slide area has bounded 

and slid several hiandreds of feet down this "chute area"* Because of its 

depth, xmknown, but probably in excess of 50 feet, especial construction 

to afford security of the snow shed would be required, and this oost may 

be prohibitive* Even then there is no assurance of its success* Assuming 

that snow shed construction might be approved additional precautions . 

would be necessary; the benching of the upper slide area so the benches 

slope southward instead of northward, as at present; and either benching 

of the fault plane surfaces or the construction of south inclined baffles 

on them to direct debris and snow slides away frcm the "chute" area* 

15*- Frcm the foregoing discussion it is apparent that the cost of a snow shedi 

including all of the attendant costs, and without sutetantial hope of 

pexmanent security, the costs are probably in excess of Ij^ million dollars* 

In addition, and because the construction season is short, it is inevitable 

that snow shed construction involves closing of the road throu^ several 
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seasons. In view of all ■these factors snow shed construction is Not 

recotmnended* 

16.- TUNNEL CONSTRUCTION 

An open road I4 tlie slide area Is certain to entail steady maint- 
enaiice, the removal of more major slides, and a positive hazard to the 
travelliing public. Snow shed construction involves the closing of the 
highway through several seasons, and affords no positive expectation of 
security because of the dangers of the "chute area". Furthermore the 
cost would approadi or equal that of a tuxmel. Thero|ore, the situation 
is reached where the only reasonable decision (in this writer's opinion) 
rests between the construction of ja txmnel or the seleotion of the "low- 
level" rcmte and bridge at the mouth of Emerald Bay. 

%e tunnel is estimated to be | about 1,1D0 feet long, mostly on 
tangent and with a grade of about 7^. It requires a curve near the southern 
iportal where the present highway i« joined. This means that Uniting may 
be necessary. All indications are ■^hat such a tunnel, as conceived by tile 
Division of Highways, would be beneath all active el^ente within ttie 
slide area, hence safe fpr year arotind operation. ^ 

The cost of tunnel bonstruotiiDn lies Bcmewhere between $1000 and 
$1500 per lineal foot. 

17.- Whereas this writer thinks i^ terms of a concrete-lined tuxmel that 
does not mean that complete lining is essential. Obviously the portal 
areas shciiuld be lined. Possibly between 10^ and 20^6 of the timnel will be 
in granijie "crushed" aonesy or ha fault or joint sones where lining will 
be esseniial or desirable. |ln si^sh sections the contraotor will douJotlesa 
have to place arch ribs an4 posiiB as temporary roof supports. These nay 
later become incorporated in ttjie tunnel lining. Eighty to ninety percent 
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of the tunnel will be in blocky (fracttired and broken) granite. This 
rock, it is believed, can be secured by rock-bolting so that concrete 
lining in such sections may not be essential. An occassional set of 
timber bents, or roof supports, may be required in local areas. 

Although some water is observed seeping from the slide, and broken 
granite near station 2^8+00, both at road level and about 20 feet above 
the road, water is not anticipated to offer any serious tvinneling problem, 
Natxarally, it must be picked up and carried away in a tunnel drain, just 
as special drainage installations will be necessary at the tunnel south 
portal. Here the snow melt water must must be removed before it enters 
the tunnel where icing conditions must be eliminated insofar as poseible. 
The highway grade and txmnel curvature emphasize the importance of this 
feature. 

18.- The construction of a tunnel eliminates the necessity of removing 
the slide debris above the roadway except in such areas where tunnel 
protection is needed at the portals. Inasmuch as preliminary planning 
indicates the portals would be outside of the slide area this problem may 
not arise. 

It is also believed that once the tunnel is driven beyond the portal 
areas, soane sort of one-way traffic can be maintained past the slide area. 
Of course this would slow down the contractor's operations but is, nevertheXass, 
a factor to be considered, 
19.- LOW-LEVEL BRIDGE ROUTE 

The proposed line of a low-level bridge route close to the west shore 
of Lake Tahoe with a bridge across the mouth of liknerald Bay was reexamined. 
Putting aside all other considerations except those of engineering prao- 
tibability and highway maintenance this is unquestionably the better route. 
The first cut north of the flat point of land at the mouth of 
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Snarald Bay is throxigh a boiilder moraine but there is ample roan hare 
to flatten the cut slopes and leave wide shoulders so that boulders would 
not prevent snow clearance with rotary plows i In contrast, on the present 
route upslope from Eagle Falls for several hundred feet, north and south 
of station B-331+4'7, the water saturated boulder moraine there cannot 
be touched without inviting a slide of major proportions. Still further 
northward upslope between stations B-336-h47 and 338+80, and north, some 
width might be gained - up to ten feet - tiy cutting into the boulder moraine. 
It is thought this widening might serve chiefly to gain shoxilder width. 

Where the granite cliffs north of Staerald Bay have to be skirted there 
is a bench along the edge of the lake just below water level that appears 
entirely satisfactory to support the fill necessary in these areas. The 
rock in the cliffs appears sound and susceptible to rock bolting ia fiacea 
where such operations might be desirable. 

The alignment of the low-level route is excellent and necessitates 
only very gentle curvature. On the other hand the length of this route 
indicates a construction period involving several construction seasons and 
a cost considerably in excess of the boring of a tunnel and the other 
highway corrective measures contemplated on the high-level route. 



Signed t 




Arthur B. Cleaves 
Consulting Geologist 
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Bc- 5--.. ■, ^terday at a public hearing of 

'• cniiTi-r , ,t'"^ """" '^'""^ Asseniljly Committee'^ on 

.SOUTH LAKh lAHOE - A'Narural Resources. Plannin- 
four laiio, ccntrollod access sce-:and Public V/orI:s said "It is 
:n.c highway appears .ncvilable;apparent a majo.- roadwav ii' 
1^ tl e west siiore of Lake Ta-.necessarv but in many places 
I hoe between U.S. .50 at theithere is insufficient room near 
jsouth snore a.-,d Tahoe City to^the lakeshore for more than one 
jtiie north, according to a pairiroadwav " 
|of top-ranl.;,ng California offici-i Four-Lane Plans ! 

lufi- ,-. I J. A. Leparra, state engineer; 

I Wdham ^nn Mott Jr direc- for the D.v.sion of H:gtn:av;: 
, or of the Department of Parks said the division is planning "for: 
,and Recreation, sa.d, hovvever.lultimate deveiopmen' of a four- ^ 

This route must not include ailane highway 
bridge across Emerald Bay." i «t„.o ,, " ■, 

Mott, one of the speakers yes-' nJs hav "t "" '°'f '' 

^ - , ^ ^ - yt:. , miles have been approved fori 

''' relocation," he said, "leaving! 

only the Emerald Bay and Blissj 

State Park routing to 

proved." 

William D. Evers, president 
of the Planning and Conserva- 
tion League and representative 
of the League to Save Lake Ta- 
hoe and other similar local 
groups, said a limited access, 
four-lane freeway would be a 
"tragic mistake." 

Opposes Freeway 

He said the difference between 
a 65-mile-an-hour road and a 
45-m.p.h. road would be onlyi 
eight minutes. "We arc unequiv-j 
ocally and unalterably . opposedj 
to a limited access,' four-lane- 
freeway on the west shore of' 
Lake Tahoe," Evers declared. 

"It appears to us," Mott said,; 

that any parkway along the, 
west shore need not be contin- 
uous but should 'o<; built in seg-' 
permirtin.:; tl:e pl'V?--.ure 



traffic to drive off the scenic 

roadway to explore. 

- "We support a thi-ough route 

: around the west shore "of Lake 

Tahoe but feel that only one 

loadway in or near D. L." Bliss 

State Park and Emerald Bav' 

is po.ssibie. The single feasible' 

|road that eventually is decided:' 

I upon in this area must be de-,' 

signed primarily to carry! 

traffic." 

Preserve Beauty 
Mott said that the parks and 
recreation department is 
■charged with the preservation 
of history, beauty and environ- 
ment, while the highways divi-j 

be ap-!.. --S^e-f^gg A6,.CoI. 2 I 
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Park Aides Agree Tchc-'s Wesf 
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sion an-ang,:-,-. trari'ipottalion sys- 
tems. Bo.'!', r.sencies must ar- 
rive at solution.s in the public 
interest, Mott said. 

Lega; ra, in a statemerii de- 
livere.'.! on his behalf, said the 
division of highways primarily 
is concerned with protecting 
right of way for future high- 
way facilities. ' 

, "The new highway probably 
cannot be financed for 10 or 
• more years," Legarra said, 
"long after it will be urgently 
needed. Four lanes will not be 
built if only two will do the 
: job. However, it is the division's! 
■ opinion that a four-lane, scenic! 
highway will ultimately be re-! 
quired along the west side of| 
I Lake Tahoe if development con-' 
tinues in line with approved lo- 
cal and regional master plan- 
ning." 

Conforms With Plan 
Legarra said the 20 miles of 
adopted routings are in con- 
formance with the Tahoe Re- 

Igional Pla.'i )le pointed out that 
I the legi.'-.Iature included Calif. 
1 89, the west shore route, in the 
'state freeway and e.-;pres.sv. ay 
[System, adding that tiie Cali- 
|f r n i a Parkway Act, under 
!which Mott i.s workinp, en hi, 
.report, impo.ws the possibility 
of aiiothoi- highway .syj.toni on 
the west shore. 

"Except for ndcc .: .ry woik 
: to coordinate with sii';";;;\:sion 
planning or with haru.'iiip cjsss, 
resumption of desi^^n will be d-:- 
jterred until the new Tahoe Re-! 
gional Planning Agency has had' 
a chance to reviev,- trunsporta-'" 
tion planning," Legarra said. ' 
William S. Eriner, ciiairman 
of the Placer County Board of 
Supervisors, added that Placer 
County I'avors a scenic highway 
or parkway parallel to the 
slioreline ro'.ite. 

Requirements 
j Briner said the roadway must 
! allow commercial traffic, be de- 
j signed for 30,000 to -10,000 ve- 
I hides per day, have a limited 
I access and grade separation at , 



, interchanges and have an aver- 
:age right-of-way of 500 feet and 
: minimum of 200 leet. It should 
have maximum cuts and fills of 
,S0 to 35 feet, vista points and 
test stops, a 55 m.p.h. ma.xi- 
mum speed limit, two separated 
two-lane roadbeds, and be de- 
.'ii.^ned for ma.ximum scenic en- 
,;oymeiit, he said. 

Briiicr said most of Placer 

County's backdrop land is zo.-.ed 

a forestry district and to deny 

access by truck v ould be to 

eliminate timber harvesting as 

an allowable use. If urban" de-' 

velopmcnt then replaced timber: 

harvesting as an economic u.se, | 

the resulting population would! 

t5e in e.xcess of 200,000 persons, I 

or n e a r 1 y double the present ' 

.holding capacity, thus resulting' 

!in a need for mass transit fa-i 

r'cilities, he said. 

Preserve Lake i 

; Charles E. Martin, executive' 
director of the Lake Tahoe Area 
i Council, said he believes pres- 
ervation of the lake should not 
be subordinated to a plan of 
rapid transit in any form. 

Martin asked for the removal 
of Calif. 89 from the state free- 
way system and the use of the 
parkway concept on the west 
shore rather than a freeway or 
scenic highway concept. 

"Freeways are fine for mov- 
ing p e o p 1 e in metropolitan! 
areas but we question seriously 
their need or propriety at Lake ■ 
Tahoe. Even if they could be 
justified on the basis of popula- 
tion figures, the disruption and 
movement of the millions of tons 
of earth and rock in this moun-! 
tainous drainage basin will have: 
a predictable, harmful effect on 
the clarity and purity of the I 
waters of Lake Tahoe." | 

He added that if there is a' 
state interest in Lake Tahoe,' 
there is a corresponding obliga- 
ition to deny anyone or any 
lagency the right to destroy the 
landscape or impair the quality' 
and purity of the lake's waters.- 



j Split Level Road 

Robert W. Jasperson, attorney 
for the Conservation Law Soci- 
ety of America, said a well de- 
signed and constrticted split 
level road on the edges of park 
areas, with proper regard for' 
park values, would not consti-! 
tute a ivolation of the trust to' 
which these areas are dedicated.! 
"Such a p,irkv-ay, rather than; 
■'a freeway along the v/est shore,' 
jshould go far lo rein.rorce the 
I faith of the people of California 
in the integrity of their state 
parks," 

The conmiit;.-;-?;), chaired by 
Assemblyman Fdvvin L. Z'berg 
of Sacramento, heard testiniony 
from IS v.imesses and now uilV 
try to determine tlie need for; 
further legislation and adminis-l 
trative action. j 

Toured Route | 

The committee ai.i; other offi-j 
cials toured the prr,,)o;ed route | 

today. The Nortii Tahoe Char 

her of Coivimerce v/as ho.st 

a lunchf'on in the Swiss L;)l; 

wood Lodge near Honiev.-ood. 

At the close of the hearin 

Z'berg said he v.as pleased wi 

testimony and Vv-as sure it lu 

answered questions about wh 

has happened in the tv.o yea 

Isince passage of tlie Pari;;',; 

!Act. 
I 

! Z'ber:g said he was glad 

hear tesMmony from Norman ] 

Livermoi'e Jr., administraior i 

the California Resources ,\ge, 

cy, tluit the agency favors 

parkway in the area and r 

gards the Parkway Act as leg; 

lative concurience in tiie ncf. 

for the p a r k v/a y concept i 

unique areas such as Lake Ti 

hoe. 

"Nov.- if we can only talk tP 

division of highways into it, 

Z'berg said. '-' . 
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SOL In LAKf 1 ' hOI - \. ll 
ham P^nn Mott Jr., dacrf^, cf^ 
.he California Dapartinent of; 
Parks and Recreation, pro:u-i 
ised tliat a report v/ill bi sub-; 
imitted to the 19oS kgislaca^-e on: 
ia plan for a state parkway sys-! 
tern including the west shore of' 
Lake Tahoe. j 

At the same time, at a public! 
hearir.':, yesterday of the As-! 
sen;btv Committee of iN'atiiraij 
Resource:;, Piannin;: and Public; 
Works, J. A, LegHrra, state en-; 
gineer for the Division of H^eh-: 
ways said the division is plan-, 
ning development of a four-| 
lane access controlled s c e n i ci 
highway between California 50 ; 
at" the "south shore and Tahoe | 
Citv on the \.e5t shore. \ 

Twenty miles of the total ^2s| 

mi 

reloca 

erald Bay and Bliss State Pat 

routiiie to be approved. 



niles have been approved forj 
elocation leaving only the Em-; 



Mott said it is appa 



rent that 
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roadwav is neces 



! a m 

;and tiiat in many places' there 
'\ is insufficient room near t h e 
jiakeshore for more 

j TO-ddv. ay. 
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than one. 
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Two Tahoe Road Ideas 
Could Solve Problem 

A possible solution to the 
problem of building a new 
highway at Emerald Bay on 
Lake Tahoe has been advanced 
by the State Department of 
Parks and Recreation and it 
deserves the support of all 
those interested in the future 
of this valuable scenic re- 
source. 

Fred L. Jones,! 
director, in a 
at a meeting of 
North Lake T 
of Commerce a 
lage, said two r( 
provided, a new 
mercial vehicles 
along present 
pleasure travel. 

Up to now the road planning 
has been stymied on two pos- 
sible locations,, one which 
would cross the mouth of the 
bay with a bridge and the 
other an expensive engineer- 
ingly difficult improvement of 
the present high line. 




Now, however, the park plan- 
ners have asked the State Di- 
vision of Highways to study a 
third possibility. As Jones ex- 
plained it, this would include 
construction of a tunnel under 
the ridge between Emerald 
Bay and Cascade Lake, of a 
length comparable to that of 
the Wawona Tunnel in Yo- 
semite National Park. 

A two-lane commercial high- 
way '.completely separated from 
the recreational route could be 
built through the tunnel and 
kept open all the year around. 
The present high road could 
be improved but held to scenic, 
two-lane standards and open in 
summer only. 

The alternatives previously 
discussed . would cause serious 
damage to the D. L. Bliss and 
Emerald Bay State Parks and 
create large construction scars 
along the west side of the lake. 



Jones said the needs for 
funds fpr other traffic improve- 
ments probably will defer any 
major new construction at Em- 
erald Bay for another 10 years. 
Thus, time is on the side of the 
planners. 

The state highway engineers 
should take advantage of this 
time element and explore the 
park department's proposal 
with the utmost of diligence. 
The concept of two separate 
highways presents exciting pos- 
sibilities for finally settling the 
controversy between those who 
want an all-weather freeway 
and those who are battling to 
save the beauty of Lake Tahoe. 



Emerald Bay 

Writing of his first sight of Lake Tahoe 
M^rk Twain said: "We plodded on, and kt 
last the lake burst upon us, a noble sheet 
of blue water . . . walled in by a river of 
snow-clad peaks that towered aloft full 
3,000 feet higher still. As it lay there with 
the shadows of the mountains brilliantly 
photographed upon its still surface, I 
thought it must surely be the fairest 
picture the whole earth affords . . ." 
. This glorious heritage is still ours to 
enjoy, but recently one of its loveliest ' 
sights, that exquisite little body of water, 
Emerald Bay, with its tiny island, so aptly 
named for that precious stone whose color 
is reflected in its still waters, has been 
threatened with disfigurement. 

The problem arose when it became 
necessary to provide an all-weather high- 
way on State Route 89 on the west- side 
of Lake Tahoe. This section of the road- 
way is closed each winter by snow and is 
subject to slides. 

A preliminary survey revealed that the 
geological structure of the area would not. 
permit the construction of snow sheds, 
which in any case ai-e not of long 
durability. 

The proposal was then made to bridge 

the mouth of Emerald Bay to construct 
a low level route. The State Park Com- 
mission, alert to the danger this plan 
presented to the scenic beauty of the area, 
opposed the construction of a bridge if 
there were a feasible alternative. 

It is with relief then that we learn that 
a geologist's report shows that it would 
be feasible to construct a tunnel through , 
the slide area, and that the cost of con- 
struction of the tunnel would be less than 
that of the bridge, ', 

Mr. Newton B. Drury, chief of the State . 
Division of Beaches and Parks said of this 
report that it is a boon to the fight to save I 
Emerald Bay, and the state parks which . 
border it, from destruction. 

All Californiana will be glad to learn 
that the beauty of Emerald Bay and Its 
parks can be saved and that an alterna- 
tive plan to the bridge has been found 
which is both geologically sound and 
more economical, _and that Mark Twain's 
"fairest picture" will remain undlsfigured 
for us and for posterity. 



No Bridge At Emerald Bay 



Residents of California who 
are interested in preserving the 
outstaaiding scenic attractions that 
annualJy draw thousands of tour- 
ists to this State, experience a 
thrill of appreciation in the action 
taken by the State Park Commis- 
Bion in denouncing a proposal that 
a bridge be built across Emerald 
Bay at Lake Tahoe. Emerald Bay 
is undoubtedly the outstanding 
scenic spot mi Lake Tahoe. It 
would be little less than sacrilege 
to mar that lovely spot by building 
a bridge across it. 

The proposal to build a bridge 
across Emerald Bay has been 
sought to by-pass a stretch of State 
Highway 89 ^hich was buried 
during last Winter's storms when 
an avalanche was started, and 
which closed the highway. Owing 
to the nature of that slide it has 
been extremely difficult to remove 
the debris, and the road is still 
closed. Expediency at the expense 
of a beautiful piece of natural 
scenery may seem all-important to 
& few small business operators, 
but Californians are noted for 
their interest in preserving un- 

VALLEJO 



usual attractions, and they will 
and should, lend full support to the 
State Park Commission in this 
matter. 

There are certain matters in 
which commercialism must give 
way to other considei'ations. 
Fnenda of the magnificent red- 
wood groves from all -over the na- 
tion have joined in purchasing 
some of the outstanding stands of 
redwoods in order to preserve them 
for the future. It would be just as 
sensible to utilize Yoaemite Falls, 
one of the world's outstanding 
scenic attractions, for generating 
electric power, as to construct a 
bi'idge across Emerald Bay, which 
in many respects rivals in beauty 
and scenic attraction any of Cali- 
fornia's outstanding spots. 

The State Par\c Commission 
has a full-time operation in pre- 
serving scenic beauty and provid- 
ing parks and playgrounds for the 
future. We believe in progress, but 
not by sacrificing any of the beau- 
ty Nature has provided for our 
benefit and enjoyment when there 
are other means to accomplish the 
main objective providing for bet- 
ter living standards. 



TIMES HERALD 



Emerald Bay Can Be Saved 

Emerald Bay's beauty is saved, we hope, by an engineer- 
ing report on recoiLsti-uction of Stale Highway 89 This 
route alotiR the bay is blocked by snow, and moreover is 
subjoct to slides. Tahoe property owners interested in keep- 
ing the route open have advocated tliat the mouth of the 
bay bo bridged. This was opposed by the State Park Com- 
mi.s.sion on the proper grounds that a bridge would harm 
scenic: beauty. 

A geoloKist's report now proposes the consli'uction of 
a tunnel through tlie dangerous slide area, with the estimate 
that the cost of tunneling would be less than that of bridg- 
Ing. Newton B. Di'ui-y, chief of the Division of Beaches and 
i^=v ^' ''?"=^'^'' Hi'' tunnel porjcct is the an.swer to the high- 
way problem without sacrificing the beauty of the bay or 
of the state parks which surround it. 

Cost is a factor, of course, but many a Californlan will 
take the viewpoint that a tunnel, even if mom e.\|)ensive 
is worth the price to preserve an outstanding vista of Lake 
lanoe, 



Priceless Asset 

In an article in 1 
azine D. L. Blis: 
Park at tiie mouth < 
aid Bay at Lake 1 
deservedly included 
of the 50 most 1 
camping places in th 
States. 

Lake Tahoe j 
known universally a 
the world's great 
apols, though peop! 
in this area may fc 
uniqueness because 
miiiarity. 

It it hard to un< 
how any rcsponsibif 
ization or thinkineln 
can support plan.« 
would destroy or dan 
rare qualities of Ti 
Emerald Bay and Bll 
Yet there are g 
working to have a 
built across the entt 
Emerald Bay as the 
way of enticing mo; 
isls to drive around t 



In listln;^ the 
cnmpini^ pln.cea 
named I.L. BLIS 
50. 



The reasoning, of 
Is that with more 
there will be more 1: 
and more money to t 
serving them. 

The fact the p 
bridge would dama 
state park severely a 
the natural beauty 
bay apparently mear 
to these groups. 

Enlightened self 
should tell them a cc 
siich as Llfemagazini 
for Bliss Park is mot 
able than a high apee 
way. 

And If the bridi 
exist, the Bliss Park i 
)y would not quality 
of the nation's 50 mOE 
titui camping spoti. 

FRESNO BE 



LIFE M,i'5AZIh'E 
(JuTv 21,195fi) 

50 most benuttful anc 
in the Unitsd SUte, 
'5TATF, PARK fls one t 
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Mac Bride Says Low Level Bridge 
Would Ruin Emerald Bay, 2 Parks 



"For the California Legis- 
lature to authorize or order 
the construction of a low 
level bridge across the mouth 
of Emerald Bay at Lake 
Tahoe without first exhatist- 
ing every possibility of an al- 
ternate route would be an 
unforgivable mistake." 

This statement was made 
today by Assemblyman 
Thomas J. MacBride (D) of 
Sacramento County, who is 
opposed to SCR 13, Berry, 



which would request the 
state park commission to 
provide a right of way across 
D. L. Bliss and Emerald Bay 
State Parks and the division 
of highways to construct a 
two lane low level all year 
highway on the route. 
Natural Beauty 
"It should be the solemn 
obligation of every legislator 
and state employe to conserve 
and protect California's pricfr 
less natural beauty and assets 
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Emerald Bay 
Span Is Called 
Costlier Route 

McClatchy Newspapers Service 

FRESNO ~ Robert Hiller, 
chief ranger of state parks 
in the area of Emerald Bay, 
Lake Tahoe, says a recently 
released study of costs 
shows a low level bridge 
across the bay would cost 
more than modernizing the 
present high level route. 

Hiller spoke at a meeting 
of the Tehipite Chapter of 
the Sierra Club. He presented 
issues for and against the 
proposed construction of the 
bridge and connecting high- 
way. 

The removal of two hairpin 
turns and construction of two 
tunnels in slide areas, Hiller 
added, would improve the 
present route and make it 
safe. 

Proponents of the low level 
route have stressed its low 
constructipn cost as a factor 
in the proposed construction. 

Hiller said he is opposed to 
the bridge. 
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rather than destroy them," As- 
semblyman MacBride as- 
serted. 

"The high level view of Em- 
erald Bay is such an asset. 
It is acclaimed by naturalists 
and commercial photogra- 
phers from all over the world 

Continued on page A6, col. 6 

MacBride Raps han 
=or Tahoe Bridge 

Continued from page 1 
as one of the most gorgeous 
lake and mountain views to 
be had in the United States. 

"If ruining the view of 
Emerald Bay isn't enough, 
the low level bridge would 
also spoil two other irreplace- 
able natural assets of Cali- 
fornia: namely. Emerald Bay 
Park and D. L. Bliss Park in 
which the state has invested 
Jmost $2,000,000. 

High Speed Highway 

"These parks have been 
■ecognized nationally as two 
>f the finest in the country, 
/et in the interest of moving 
traffic faster through a part 
of our state that people come j 
from all over the world to 
slow down and enjoy, the 
proponents of the bridge 
would run a high speed high- 
way through these wonderful 
recreational areas. 

"I don't think these parks 
or Emerald Bay are ours to' 
fool around with. They belong 
to the entire state and nation 
and it is our obligation to save 
them for the enjoyment of fu- 
ture generations just as we 
saved our giant, historic red- 
woods." 

The Berry resolution has 

been approved in the state 

senate and is pending before 

the assembly rules committee 

Committee Members 

Members of the rules com- 
mittee are Assemblymen Al- 
len Miller (D), Augustus F. 
Hawkins (D) and Charles J. 
Conrad (R), all of Los An- 
geles County; Richard T 
Hanna (D) of Orange Coun- 
ty; Eugene Nisbet (D) of San 
Bernardino County; Jack 
Schrade (R) of San Diego 
County and Harold T. Sedg- 
wick (R) of Butte County. 



•^bb 



TTl I i}M^^f|^ 



S ACRAIi<«NTO^BEi 



-nej 






Spartitd jTMs Elitieci'if ion 

. uniyersall:^ as'thtf It^^^^st of 
nature's , Jewels,, -^in !,tlle ■ enttm 
Lake^;,Tsiioe itfettin'^! s, Worp 

tirayeJ«i?» ^9rB Ki^n .|>«gR;l?|^ 
deqljir^ i^j^^hsu^i. J^' ^r ;"any- 

cpriie -; wr^sceJKnpysJiea ' lact 
should''tlii| legislature apjprovB 
a' billj SB' laiil,^ 'iy '^t^&tpr. 
Svact! '^etjrry^r.tfi^ El. porado, 
Countx, . t<^ . jiutJjortee, the .'cpn- 
struotWn' oX' jjk' brW^ff ,acj5()ss "tiie 
irtouth Qjr the;t»M'' V?ith $l'.o6o,-'- 
000 Wtracted iroo^tjiei.'j^^ 

of-" tiift^^jAteajfaik, i»i^ 

be "oniy-;part -<« the 'finaijfelia 
cost,' T^e^siate ^ftijiray com- 
missjon -says,,tjtie.JtoW outlay, 
ln<;}Udln$ big|iwa)!^|^nges'ahd 
aBHraacl^es^jrwai^^i£$S,*»,0(» 

is1±^ imttej^^^^lttt|p.fd!b. 
less ti)sn:'^^^^^Afs\m. ' 



However, the , pioney cost, 
whejher large, ^^.isftaall, is sec- 
ond'aty. to: i^ 'vi^Stly' more im- 

■porlS^i Abje^oK to ijiis ' proj- 
ect. U, it cbuld^ be ,bullt for 

■licFUjing; the cost ■tillVouW tje 

:t9p;,Mgh;:' '^" ■..;;■-- .;':. 

;4 ;-'Jb\^ve a igjv^jnjnutes.jjiiE 
ent*and .'southem'ends, ot tfte 




^fiimr'wouia be*'8ael<^'' 
^.yfp^df'comme^blal 

..^Wf!''' W 

^e prjfe tQ be paid is out'^ot 
alllj^pejtlon to '■any ben'efiU 

to -;';^*n^^"^ ^vtildb, ' might " be 



% '^iaiatpj; '^'^ did-k fine job 
Jwhpn:<sifp;yfeaiTi siio he apon- 
,(f&ed' a'tiUl-for the ./purchase 
of Emerald' Bay to be a state 
park/'NtuW^'bictM^lstentiy'lie Is 
'|j;^BliMtt^0I•/tf^ meag^re which 

'*^-— "^jgtth^«fe|fl9TO«|tof 
^'i'Vaupiamtive beauty 



■ '^J^eiBSEJippisKaldv'^y. free' of 
biftdgei^i>3<i ^asy-^tiier-.^rtifi^a} 

.'the peopi^^^X^ld make it 
I dear to the le^Mtors that its 
' 1315 jshpuld be' kiUed/ - 
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